Michael Phelan, S. .,
ck, preached a singularly clo-
and imstructive discourse ¢n
sion of the ordination of the
v. J. Murphy in his native parish
rch. at Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath.
‘in the course of the sermon, Which
a8 based on the text ‘“Thou art a
pricst for ever according to the cr-
ot Melchisedech’ (Ps. 109), the
gacher paid :—The young levite is
!I’ u priest; he is more, he is un
1 priest—and how much does not
what ohe word symbolize! Let me
" turn your eyes along the, dark ave-
. mue of our country’'s history and
“reaul the story of that priesthood. 1t
yuns like a golden thread = through
the weft of our national life, but it
/ gtands out in boldest relief during
' four epochs; two of triumph and two
©f surrow. As we take up and un-
rol! the canvas of time, what a var-
ded panorama pasees before our
guze' The light of "the seventh cen-
tury is upon us. Europe is in a
etrange plight. The unwieldy fabric
of the Roman Empire has fallen.
Naked savages were long looking out
. from their forests through hungry
eyes upon her bloated greatness.
They dashed acrose her frontiers,
sweeping like broken toys the proud-
est, monuments of antiquity; ten cen-
turies of civilization ended in wreck-
age, and the armed barbarian of the
North placed his foot in triumph on
the fallen majesty of Rome. When

the waves spent their fury what a

sad spectacle did not Europe pre-
sent; the Faith in some lands extin-
guished, in others the flickering em-
vers alone sufvived. Ircland never
belonged to the Roman Emfire,
therefore she was saved from its
corruption and its ruin. At this very
period, too, her fervor was most in-
tense. Her monastic universities
were sheltering youths in tens of
tLousands from every land. A cry
for help arose, and all Christendom
instinctively turned its eyes towards
Ireland.

THE FLAME OF FAITH.—Girded
in giant strength, her apostolic arm-
ies but waited the trumpet blast.

‘wsth they marched to fan the flame
of a dying Faith or enkindle it
anew. Their conquests over the
rude savage, the revived Faith and
restored sanctuaries, the cathedral
domes and monastic schools that
quickly dotted the face of Europe,
are imperishable monuments of their
#0al. England und Scotland, France;
sitaly and Germany have embalmed
«the glorious deeds of our apostles,

“and their canonized names live en-
:shrined in the martyrology of every
Jcountry of Western Europe. What
a Saintly drama passes before our

.entaptured vision! We see Aidan
ing to the Northumbrians,

with a king for his interpreter; Vir-

gilius proving to the astonished

sschilars of Germany the rotundity
-of the earth and the existence of the
;autipodes eight centuries before the
Magellan double the Cape. We see

At. Gall casting the Helvetian idols
into the deep lake at Zurich; or

‘Coiumbanus erecting in every land

‘from Belgium- to Central ltaly mon-
.@mstic institutes that, in the number
of their children and the splendor of

their conquests, rivalled the count-

less sons of Benedict and their ef-
Jorts for civilization. Finally, we
behold Duns Scotus on the steps of

ths French throne, with a palace for

'his school and kings for his schol-

PENAL DAYS.—Europe for four
‘eenturies rang with the fame of Ire-
land’s apostolic sons; their names
are the bright spots of our history,
and their achievements more imper-
ashable than the stateliest column or

& proudest arch of triumph. The
scene is changed; shadows darken the
canvas and tears replace the sun-
beans Tyranny has planted her heel
“on the neck of a prostrate nation.
We are in the years of penal woe.
Jre.und js in the catacombs.
the children of Isracl wept by the
waters of Babylon and mourned the
dg_u-k years of captivity their bitter-
est anguish was the recollection of
depar greatness. When they re-
ealled the glories of their holy city
ant the pride of their ancient tem-
ple they Btruck their harps and
every string quivered with the wail
. of lamentation; and they swore that
the right hand should forget its cun-
ning ere they forgot the glories of
#Bion. But the children of Juda
¢ saved from . despair since. a
d Divine had set the star of
above the dark sea of sorrow,
nd fthe voice of prophecy consoled
thoir hearts. What a prototype of
penal Ireland! 'The people lifted up

eir eyes to see the' princely castles
ir native chiefs either razed
the ‘ground or sheltering the
iler. The stones of the sa;

orn up, and hid.

When

the 1 ) ¢
tho catechism by the turf fire, and
creeps through the darkness to con-
sole the dying. He gathers the peo-
ple in the sheltered glen; and with
the rock-ledge for an altar stone,
the canopy of heaven for a roof, and
the morning star for a sanctuary
lamp. he says Mass. The windy
gusty ave sobbing ‘‘Misoreres’” of
sosrow around, The chalice In his
hunds is made of wood, but the
heart behind it is of purest gold.-
Often, alag! the altar stone on which
he offered the Blood of Christ was
reddened with his own. When the
etorin threatened to overwhelm them
and quench hope's faintest ray, he
bid thenr look up

To a land where souls are free,
Where tyrants taint not nature's
bliss.

¥ie reminded them that the Cross
was the dearest keepsake CHrist had
for His chosen friends. ITe taught
them to sanctify their suffering and
cling closer to God. Under the deso-
late skies, on the bloodstained sod,
with the silent stars witnesses of

nuprial rite, in the dark night of
penal woe, the hearts of Ireland’s
pricst and people were wedded’ in

No stress has ever
snapped the links of the golden
ckains that bind them. He shares
their cross, he weeps with their sor-
row, he rejoices with their sunshine.
In cvery phase of fortune he is by
their side.

everlasting love.

Who in the winter’'s night,
Soggarth aroon,

When the cold blast did bite
Soggarth aroon,

Came to my cabin door

And on my earthen floor

Knelt with me, sick and poor?
Soggarth areon.

IAke another Moses, across the de-
| sort of these dreary years he march-
' ed at their head. He bid them sigh
not for the flesh-pots of guilty. apos-
1zwcy, but cling to the ark of the
idving Faith and lift their eyes to
the bright land of promise,

FAMINE DAY»"\‘.——Thf, reaxal nigat-
mare has passed away'and the third
period opens. Another roll of
Jruie’'s canvas and a new dark chap-
cr unfolds itsclf. The wing of a de-
stroving angel is sweecping over the
land, and under its shadow corpses
arc piled. The horrors of black
Forty-seven are upon us. The twin

spectres of disease and famine are
sinlhing abroad. What was lately
a smiling Jand is now a charnel

mound, and rotting humanity on-
cumbers it. Here again the heroisia
of the people’s true friend gleans
out. The names of the priests who
fell martyrs to charity and duty rre
not recorded on human tablets, vut
I'e Who rewards the cup of cold
watgr cherishes them. The very chal-
ices of the altar were beaten irto
bread to feed, and the clothes torn
01 their backs to shelter the famish-
ing people. In the cholera shiv, in
the fever ward, in the rdekiag gur-
ret, wherever disease and life wrist-
led he was to be found. Wha''won-
der that the name “‘Sogga-th’’ s
erprnyen deep and large on the
irish heart. We have now cnine 1o
oupe 1ust picture. The dawn of the
twe: tieth century is vreakin¢ upon
uf. and behold priest and people
clasped hand in hand, daily conauec-
ing rew worlds and planting the
banver of Ireland’'s Faith in eve'y
land. <Look around and behoin the'r
forces at play. When the co'i{ intidew
of indifferentism and infidelity, is
threatening the world’s Faith with
extinetion, the Almighty Tand that
fguides the warm water of the Guilf
Stream by our shores to arrest the
icy chills of our northern climate
aud temper with its genial breath
the natural severities of our laii-
tude. that same Hand rolls over a
decaying Christendom the warm
! waves of Irish I'aith. A little na-
tion enclosihg within . herself bhut
! foi= millions looks ‘out to behold
twenty millions of her children form-
ing the chosen legions' of the
Church’s frontier army, wrestling
with the forces of infide'ity and send-
ing t.he bounding pulse of their vir-
ile Fuith coursing through the Eng-
lish-sreaking world. Every church
gpire that flings the cross to the
heavens from Northern Queensland
to (‘ape Horn is mainly a monument
of Irish zeal.

A TOUCHING SCENE.—At the
Vatican €ouncil of '70, seven hun-
dred and sixty-seven mitred heads
circled around the Chair of Peter.
These seven hundred and  sixty-8iven
bichope represented thinty different
aations: vet in that august as-em-
blage the bishops of Trish blood out-

Itering her, young in ~ walls

el
‘night-

ed by twendy-four the repre-
sertutives of any given nation. The
sight. touched the heart of Cardinal
Manni When he beheld the long
rick’s. mitred sons

the heart of Chris-
claimed :  “‘Surely  if]
ot in Tleaven that has

emdra.nfclnsf-”wﬂl survive?

Vit
i

LESSONS OF HISTORY.—If hi
tory teaches any lesson, it is, ‘the
varishing nature of territorial con-.
quest Rome, Greece, Assyria have
pa:sed away, and the proudest king-
doms of to-day will follow. Hence
if the Irish woll-dog guarded every
harbor from Labrador to New
Zealand; if eyery sea 'were dotted
over with thdWgreen pennants from
vour masts; if your cities trembled
wnoer the tread of victorious arm-
{es: if your streets resounded with
tlo clank of the sabre and the ring
of the rowelled heel—all that earth-
ly greatness would rise and swell,
and melt away like feeble water.
I'ut when within the nation’s clasp
is rlaced the banner of Faith and be-
nedictions from on high waved above
her mission, and the charge ‘' Go
forth and teach’’ sounded from the
lips A Eternal, that banner you can
no more tear from ner grasp than
vol can tear a star from the firma-
ment. Such, dear Reverend Father,
is the army in which this day you
receive your captaincy. Uphold the
glory of its traditions,’ and in the
worde addressed to you by the con-
sccrating prelate, “Let your doctrine
be the spiritual medicine of this
peeple of God. Let the odor of vour
life be the delight of the Church of
Christ, that by preaching and ex-
ample you may edify the house, that
ig, the family of God.”
TR

CATROLIC LIFE

In the South Sea
Islands.

The wonderlands of the South Sea
are suwrrendering to the sweet and
civilizing influence of Holy Church.
I'riests and nuns are to be found in
all Yhe islands sharing the hard-
ships of the missionary life. There
are native priests, and seminaries in
which natives are trained, receiving
the Kighest education. And native
island missionarice go to civilize
their brethren in other islands. The
heroism of the priests was recently
illustrated by the voyage of Father
Rouillac, in a broken-down schooner
with a native crew, from the Solo-
mers ‘to Sydney. Many fine tributes
of the worth and the work of the
Catholic priests and nuns among
the natives are found in the writ-
ings of Robert Louis Stevenson and
others.

The story of the conversion of the
Wellis 1slanders is typical and reads
like a romance. Wallis Island is a
gera amongst many other beautiful
isiands in the Pacific. It is, per-
haps, the only place where the popu-
lation has been steadily increasing
ever since it was converted to Chris-
tianity. When in 1837, Father Das~
taillon landed, there were only 2,-
800 inhabitants; there are now over
4,100  sturdy: fellows, determined,
and afraid of nothing. Defore the
arrival of Father Bassoillon two at-
tempts had been made to Christian-
ize them. The Wesleyans of Tonga
had sent 50 of their number to
treach the Gospel, but everyone of
them: was murdered. Another at-
tempt was made from Sandwich Is-
lands, but with the same result.
Even the crews of two large ships
met the same fate. Then came Fa-
ther Bataillon. After obtaining per-
mission from King Laveluo, he was
ianded on the shores by Dr: Pom-
pallier who, fearing the king might
go back on his word, left at once
for Futuna. There was the unfor-
tunate missionary, without Kknow-
ing & word of their language, and
unaware of their customs, obliged
to work amongst people renowned
for their cruelty. The learning of
the language was no easy matter,
for the children whom he used to
ask about the names of objects that
fell under his eyes were in the habit
of deceiving him and sometimes giv-
ing himr words that were most of-
fer:sive to the ears of the natives.
The king, who, at the beginning,
used to send him food, soon treated
him as a slave and at last forbade
that ‘any food should be given him
by any native. The good priest had
o go to the woods and pick up a
few roots that even he did not dare
to cook, for fear of attracting the
attention of the savages. Many a
day he was reduced to pick up a part
of what, was thrown to the pigs.
Pliis state of destitution gained the
sympathy of Amelia, the you
dunghter of the King. Privately and
steu'thily she beyan to bring &
what was necessary to keep
and soul‘together. She ‘became

Iioly Mis!l. 4
Creator,” recited the Rosary, and
with the two pretenders went to
their Parliament House. There they
discovered “the titles of the two,
and, after hearing orators, on both
gides, the Voting taok place. As
svor. as the election was over they
repaired to the church, and the ““Te
Deum’’ was intoned by the defeated
candidate. You would hardly find
such spirit of self-denial anywhere
elre

After leaving Wallis, Bishop Pom-
pallier bad gone to Futuna, there
to lapd Rev. Father Chanel, who
was destined to be the first martyr
of Oceanica. He had pretty well the
sawe difficulties that Father Batail-
lon met in Wallis; but whilst Far
ther Bataillon for many years on
earth had the happiness to live
ar.ongst those children 'he had
brought to the Faith, Father Cha-
pel had hardly any success whilst
alive. It was by his death that the
wkhole island was converted. At the
moment he was murdered, though
the sky was perfectly clear, a thun-
derclap was heard all over the is-
lanas, and the poor savages, ac-
iknowledging by this that they had
been guilty of crime, at once desired
that another priest should come to
instruct them, and receive them in-
to the Church. The most fervent
were found among his murderers.
Futuna, like Wallis, enjoys the pri-
vilege of being all Catholic. ILet a
Tutunian go wherever he pleases— let
hiinilive amongst pagans or "Protest-
ants—a Catholic he shall be, and no-
thing will shake off his faith,®

Toiga was next evangelized. At
first the chiefs refused to allow the
missionaries to land, but some time
after o young Tongan chief, who
was in Fiji, told Father Chevron to
“‘Go to Pea; my relatives will re-
ceive you with pleasure. And so it
turned out. The Father landed there
on July 2, in the year 1842. Soon
he ingratiated himself with the Ton-
gavs. and even succeeded in bring-
ing to the Church Tui-Tonga, one of
the most influential chiefs in the
group. But the conversion of the
Tongans by another chief, the cele-
brated King George, who -made of
the Wesleyan ILotu the pedestal to
the throne of his am@ition, he per-
secuted the new coriverts, and §tiwas
only after many years that, afraid
of the threats of a French man-of-
war, he gave liberty of conscience to
his subjects. When dying he
thought seriously of becoming a
Cautholic. He was stopped, how-
ever, by.a minister. But the Church
there is now free and progressing.

Fiji has always been a difficult
mission since Fathers Breheret and
RRoweau landed there in 1844, for
there not only had they to face pag-
anismn, but also the vilest lies * of
men who called themselyes Chris-
tians. It is not so very long since
that extracts from ‘‘Maria Monk’’
were repeatedly published in a news-
raper circulated amongst the na~
tives, and they were given as if
they had happened in Fiji. Matters
there are now very much improved.
The spirit of intolerance is disap-
pearing, and as Catholicism requires
vothing in order to succeed—nothing
but liberty—there is no doubt that
in a short time we shall have a
large harvest of souls, though in
Fiji, as amongst all South Sea Is-
landers, there is a great obstucle to
the conversion of the natives to the
Catholic religion; it is the indisso-
lubility of the bonds of matrimony.

For a period of forty years the
Catholic missionaries had to strug-
gle against difficulties of all kinds—
difficalties arising from their being
French and Catholics. However,
they had the consolation to gather
arotnd them true and faithful con-
verts, who endured martyrdom in a
way worthy of the martyrs of the
early Church. In spite of the wuns
teasing difficulties and struggles,
onc cunnot but admire the prodigi-
ous advance since 1888. The present
state of the Catholic religion in F'iji
proimees much for the future. There
are fourteen stations established in
diffcrent parts of the group. A
school for catechists has been form-
ed, a5 well as one in which an Hng-
lish education is given to sons of
clhiets; two novitiates, ‘one for na-
giwu« Brouw'il and one for native
Sistere, are in a prosperous condi-
tion. Besides thln,l,’ thgre ar

hing schools for nati

fourteen mission

‘comers, would not )
sertlo on their territory, and uliere
they were with a house on boa:d a
snip. but without any ground ‘where-
on to build. Happily, there was a
small island, Rua Sura, at the Jouth
of Guadalcanar, covered with
gigantic trees, but without any in-
Fuultants. They it from the
owner, who was a European, and
thers, in the bush and in the shrub.
they deppsited house and provisious.
it was no easy matter $o fell to the
ground the trees that co¥ered - thz
ixland, and to uproot all the shrub,
especially working under a tropical
sun and without any water, excspt
what came inshowers from the heav-
en:. Whilst the clearing of the
ground was going on, some of the
guarrelsome tribes, and not the
lan.blike ones, came often Lo sec
whether, by a lucky stroke, they
could not get hold of the provisions
and the owners, and feast on borh
bLecinning with the latter.

The eannibals were over 100 on
ons occasion, and the priesis wilk
their servants and catechists. only
20. The scouts were going to repor:
fuvorably on the attack; when one
of the Fathers, who is a reumarkable
shot, sceing a wild pigeon flying
cver his head, took his gun and
brought the bird to the yround.
"that saved the position.

On another occasion, some oller
t-ihbe—the fiercest of the lot~ Laa. -
ing that the first expedition hau
failed, thought they would have a
try and get a cheap supply of n.cat.
They arrived in their big war -.an-
oes. armed to the teeth, the :hief, a
hiz. tall fellow, advancing first A
bulidog just landed (a’prescut from
'ather Rennetal of Sydney), and
not used to the blacks, made for
him iminediately, and did not part
with the chief before the latter nad
psrted with one of his calves, Liver
since the dog is more respectyd than
any man in the island.

Al last Providence came Lo the
beln ‘of the mission. The same Ma-
‘ayta people in one of these canna-
ca‘istic’ expeditions to Guadalcanar
were wrecked on Rua Suroe Islands.
¥ed and well treated by the Xa-
thers, they were then taken back to
their shores on board the Eclipse.

From this out, danger was pretty
well over, both Guadalcanar and
Malayta sending young men to be
instructed and to work on the mis-
sion. 5
The Catholic mission has now four
schools about 40 miles from each
other, all of them among the tribes
of the seashore. (It is sti'l impos-
eiblo to penetrate to the bush
tribes). In every school there is an
average of sixty young fellows, who
remain a year in the mission - and
then go back to their tribes and pre-
pare them to receive the missionar-
18,

The “Los Yon Rom” cmsade.'

The Austrian correspondent of the
Laverpool ‘‘Catholic Times,” in a
recent letter. says :—Until recently
it looked as if the elections then go-
ing on (the elections to the Land-
tag) were giving the /[‘Los von
Iiom' movement a new stimulus, es-
pecially in Bohemia. There can be
no doubt that great efforts are be-
ing made to keep up the movement,
especially through the money and
the help of German Protestants, who
seeix to think that the time has
come for Protestantism to get a bet~
ter footing in Austria. Some s of
these people may be quite eserious
and consider the question really as
a religious one; but on the whole it
is nothing but/a political demon-
stration carried on for political pur-
poses. 1t is first of all intended to
support and further the German na-
tional movement; and secondly, di-
rected against clericalism, but of
late against the Catholic Church and
ity institutions and to prevent—i.e,,
frighten—the = Catholic party from
acting with the Slavs as they for-
merly did—an alliance which was
the original cause of the "' Los Von
Rom’' movement. Amongst the lax
Catholics—and there are to-day 8o
many of them!—the movement finds
disciples; but I per lly do not
take the matter very seriously. In
one direction the movement has a
very good effect; ‘it helps to unite
gool Catholics and to ;Lpen' -thotayes
of the undecided and rlng . them

An

‘tack to the good cause on the |

other

d, it calll‘;oa & more cau- |

our monarch, i

dear. Emperor and Sovereign,

ways diligently endeavored to' pro-
tect our sheep from the hid-
den in this ominous cry, vom
Rom." | Ak

The originators and leaders of this
“Los von Rom' movement intend
to estrange Austrian Catholics from
their ‘Holy Faith as well as from
tleir dear country. And even it
they tried to hide their plans of
high treason they would be laid
open by the attacks upon religion.
¥or disobedience against God and
Ths Church entails disregard for the
existing worldly authority and en-
dangers the constitution of the
State most seriously. He who is
urfaithful to God is not faithful to
hie emperor, who by God’s grace
sits upon the throne. Seriously con-
sidering these truths, continually
confirmed by experience, and in or-
der to prevent in time the great
danger against your spiritual ahd
tex joral salvation, we have f{rom
tha reginning in our common coun-
sels exposed the abominable doings
of the originators of this ‘“Los von
Reiwn’’ movement. In compliance with
o common decision each bishop has,
according to the peculiar circum-
stances of his diocesc, warned and
instructed the Iaithful about this
nw:vement, directed against the Cath-
olic Church, the Dynasty of Habs-
burg, and the Austrian Fatherland.
Furthermore, where necessary we
drew « attention to the dangers
agnmst the common welfare spring-
ing from these dark designs. With 5
frivolity knowing no bounds the
leaders of this daring movement
hyve made known their political
edds. Austria, they say, can only
prosper in the future by shaking off
the yoke of the Catholic Church. It
is evident that this aims at the de-
struction of the Habsburg mon-
archy. <
e

For Austria in the past performed
the most glorious feats when her
people stood firmly to the Catholic
Faith, and in times when the sover-
eigns of the glorieus Dynasty of
Jfabsburg threw their might and
bldod into the balance for the de-
fencc of the Catholic Church. As in
the past the enemies of the Church
have looked upon the glorious his-
tory of Austria with scorn, so the
present enemies of the Church‘ try
in the same way to-day to unden-
mint the existence of Austria and to
weaken it. Christian charity, dear-
ly oeloved, should not prevent you
fror: courageously fighting’for the
guod cause and against the assaults
of your adversaries. Therefore,” we
expect that each of you, according
to his faculties and as much as it
is in his power, shall defend and
keer up the teachings of the Cath-
olic Faith. This dangerous anti-
Catholic movement does not ‘even
halt before the souls of children,
the fowers of the present and the
hope of the future. How necessary
is-it, therefore, that your children
be brought up in the spirit of their
fathers!

Tt is consoling that in spite of the
unfavorable times there are teachers
fully aware of their responsibilities
n!’ld fearlessly fulfilling their duties.
We ' quiee articularly desire that
the middle and high schools at which
your sons, dear parents, study
should be invested with & Christian
spirit. so that the students do not
throw overboard the Faith inherited
from their fathers and mothers, and
that they be not seduced into an
immoral life; on the contrary, that
they may prepare themselves by in-
dustriovs studies for their responsi-
ble duties in life. In common with
yonu, dear parents, we implore your
sons that they strive earnestly to

li\.'(-, a virtuovs and studious life
withont fear of their enemies, and
that thereby they may obtain. the

estugm of all well-mieaning  people-
Living by faith the life of the just,
all Catholic - Christians have the
duty of introducing and perpetuat-
ing Christian principles as much as
thuy can. These duties are so much
more important for every Austrian
citizen, as by the grace of His Ma-
,,lest‘,\ olir beloved Emperor a consti-
trtion has been granted to the peo-
ple by which they participate in the
aflairs of public life. = We also re-
mind all those who have a vote at
the elections that it is asmatter of
conscience to use that rightly and
to-clect men who are ‘willing to
throw. all the influence they possess
ints the scalg to further Christian
prineiwles in Sooial life and - enact
laws In a Christion spirit.”’

Peactical Ferdinand.—She was in
“the first, blush of the honeymoon’s
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