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FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

THE ADDRESS of the Hon. J. Skead,
President of the Agricultural and
Arts Association of Ontario, dcliv-
ersd at Kingston,

We have filled our paper for the past
three mouths with so much_about the dif-
ferent Bxhibitions, Prize Lists, &c., that
we had but little space left for other mat-
ter. The President’s address was such an
able and useful one, that we have kept it
until now. It will well repay perusal
now and twenty years hence. We have
italicised one very important part of the
address. The Hon. J. Skead, the Presi-
dent, is a Conservative, and the Hon. D.
Christie, the former President, is a Re-
former. As Presidents of the Board, they
have both given entire satisfaction to that
body of gentlemen. They have worked
in harmony for the interest of the coun-

try. They and all the Board agree in
that portion we have italicised, and the
farmers of Ontario also, except the pro
moters and prompters of the Western
Fair. They, under the guise of erying
down Grovernment support to the Provin-
cial Board, are aiming at a hundred-fold
groater tax to carry out their plans at
Mimico.

A short twelve months has brought us from
"Poronto to Kingston, and from the able and
exhaustive address of my predecessor in cffice
to my own, which, in accordance with time-
honored custom, I submit to you this evening.
Without apologizing for the treatment, I may
say that thie theme 1s deserving of the ablest
effort.  We are met together at this city of
Kingston to exhibit to all who may favor us
with their presence what the farmers and
mechanics of the Province of Ontario have
lent their time, talents, and abilities to schieve
during the last twelve months. The result of
their labors in their respective departments
have been openly exposed to view, and it is
for those who havo seen to decide if in this
northern climats of ours, if in this land for
a short space matted in its snowy drapery, old
mother earth does po: throw ont from her
awhle bosom as fair and sightly products as
flourish and thrive in more southerly latitudes.
Hlere it is the hand of man that wrests from
Nature what she gives elsewhere more un-
grudgingly; but in a contest, men learn to
fight more bravely and succeed more brilliant-
ly, and Nature to yield more gracefully and
abnndantly, The very obstacles in our way
stimulate our encrgies and crown our hopes.
Thanks to the Giver of all good. the harvest
of this season has been a fruitful one.
Awilst profound peace the husbandinan has
gathered his grain into the garner.  Whilst in
other lands the band of man has been raised
against his fellow-man, to slay and destroy,
wa hiave escaped the clash of arms, our only
strife beine one of friendly rivalry to show
how far Canada could contribute her quot:
towards advancing the peace, prosperity and
well-being of all mankind. Fortunately, in
the deliberations of those who contrel our pub-
lic affairs, moderate councils have prevaled,
#nd the small black clovd in the  distanee
which at oie time seemed to overshadow us, is
rapidly passing away, and thero is draw ng
upOn 18 the j rospoct of 2 wore perfect under -
standing between two neighboring peupler,
who, possesed of the same langnage, literature
and ideas, should only rival one another in
peaceful arts, and stiive to excel 1a excel-
lencd::

The maxim of the British Biopire is peace,
and we, of all her colonies, are degy ly intor
ested in construing that word literaliy. Our
motto is defence, 1ot defiance: and althaugi.
on any and every occasion redy 1
pression, we do not desire nor conkd wo g
anything from an agyres ive poliny Already
the simple and prinitive arenment of witia
interest is extending our possessions, until we
have stretched in one Anglo-Saxon belt from
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the Atlantic to the Pacitic—an infant ler-

cules, immature as yet, but giv.ng sivns of in-
herent strength and gnalitics which, when
properly formed and divectel, may be power-
ful enonsh to sway the destivies of auniver-c.
Tarown together in tiis ynew and northern
WU}'!(L representatives of nany distinet fan-
ilies and nations, cur wl caro stonld be
unien and amalgsmatian anens cirseives. and
a coistant and easdy attainable otject th give
1o the cotry of Zur adontion nstan fine sn
a pos.ton ament the nationsof the cerih, A
kind and benitivent Providence has snied
upon the labors of the husbandim i du:ing
ure past seavon, and I havo to congatulate
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on, gentlemen, upon the result of this year’s
jarvest. Except perhapsin a single staple.
hay, the crops havo been above the usual
average; timely showers throughout the
season have filled our barns, and in rome cases
over-filled them. It would be of immense ad-
vantage could a proper and more efticient sys-
tem ef drying grain by artificial means be
adopted, and the great cost of the storage in
bulk of grain and straw be in ‘some lncusure
lessened. As farming, like other business
pursuits, conies to be more systematized, and
a fair proportion between the number of acres
cultivated and the capital employed is better
understood, improvements and amelioration
would naturally follow, until the whole is re-
duced to the position as a scientific pursnit to
whizh its great importance to the community
entitles it.

The scarcity and high price of laber natu

rally lead to the introducticn of machinery to
supplement manual labor. The mower and
reaper bas supplemented the seythe, reaping-
hook and cradie used not many years ago; and
as we progress in a more perfect understanding
other mechanical contrivances will replace oar
present crude implements.

Progress should be the farmer's aim. He
should study how to obtain the greatest pos-
¢ible yield from the least quantity of land
with the least possible experse; he should
educate himself to that intent, and not alone
Dhimself, but those who may come after him in
the same occupation. The son should be
taught tiiat the occupation of the father isnot
the mean ignoble one it is the sumewhat com-
mon error to suppose it to te; he shoull te
shown that properly to till the soil requires
all the intellectual faculties men are commonly
endowed with; that it is not merely a question
of brute force and ignorance. but requires
a'so head and intelligent effort. The true
farmer is a member of one of the noblest pro-
fessions; he is a chemist, a mechanic, an as-
tronomer, & botanist, and in fine, an inteligent
observer of God’s works in nature; a man of
intellect as well as of action. It is the great
mistake of the day to imagine that the
farmer’s son who gives the smallest possible
evidence of brains is altogether a too superior
being to tread in the footsteps of his father,
Lut must perforce be thrust into some ©ne or
other of the so-called learned professions;
whereas, in reality, he forsakes the avocation
he was most suited for by nature.

Thews and sinews are no disgrace to any
man, and it were swell that the present gene-
ration shou'd pay more attention to the
wanners and customs of their forefathers,
who reduced a primeval forest iuto culiivated
fields.

The firmer should endeaver to make his
calliug attractive to hischildren; he shouid in-
troduce a little taste into his surroundings; it
is not enough to own a house merely, but
something should be done to make that house
pretty, pleasing and attractive-—a nucleus
around which would cather the affections and
sympathics of the entire famiy. The old
homestead shonld be a thing of beauty as
we'l as use; shady trees should overtop its
raiters; bright flowers and fruits should find
their p'ace m the ind.spensible garden plot; in
short. the whole showid point it out as the
woll-loved home of a rational. civilized Chris-
tian man, and not tie abode of a wmere ani-
ma'.  Tue children playing around the door-
step formed their impressicns from their sur-
roundings.  The bleak and barren birth-place
can prodiice no feelings of love, no wish to
live the homely hife of the farmer, but rathcr
Qrives them from it and throws them into
other pursuits.

Here in Canada the care of stock in the
winter morithis is™a very important feature.
[hus, honsing and cconomical feedns de-
sorve tle furn.er’s strictest atteution.  Every
mimal owned requires shelter, and  farm
Luildings shivuld be arranced to givo the
weeatest amount of sheiter with the least ex-
cense,

Farm aichitecture iz well deserving of
creater attention thian it 1eceives in this

country. In Engl.nl, where pioperly con-
structed bui dings are not abolutely indispen-
sible, as they are here, it has almost assumed !
the prop wtien < f a separate branch of the
professions and it way now safe'y Le said that
Janada aund her agricultural anterests have
reached that peint when the fammer shouid
abandon the hap-hazard maasue of construe-
tion which places his buildioos as faney or the b
¢ nvenjence of the menient d etate, the iuevi- '
Sblgresult bemg o confased and irrecular

mess, unsightly to the eye and but ill adapted

10 th.e purpose for which they were originally

atended; a constant source of annoyande,

cauping more trouble and expemse to the
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owner in the care of his stock and the super-
vision of his farm duties than would have suf-
ficed twice over to have reduced the whole, in
the first instance, to a well-digested and or-
oanized plan pervading every department.
enlightning his lubors, and gladdening Lotl
heart and eye—a source of profit as well as
pride.

There is no gaod reason why the buildings
on a farm should not be arranged for the in-
troduction of machinery on a greatur cr Jescer
scale actording to the extent of business cone.
A few feet of shafing in each farm, with
either steam or Lorse power ag the wotive
agent, could not failin a short time to repay
to the full the first cost.

In the management of the buildings the
root cellar should be carefully looked after,
as the storage place of ore of our most impor-
.an$ crops, it should for convenience of feed-
ing be easily accessible in all weathers—in
fact serve as a point around which should
cluster the other buildings. I have no doubt
that feeding of cattle would be much more
profitabie than it now is were the steaming o1
fermentat on and cutting of their food m re
systematically attended to. Without plentiful
manuring no successful result can be expectec
from the farm, and the best manufactory for
that manure, and where it can be most readily
and profitably procured, is from the cattle fed
at home, whether they be in the form of beef
for the market or in the still more desirable
form of dairy cattle. In connection with this
last subject I am pleased to see that through-
out the country generally farmers are paying
increased attention to thie products of the
dairy. The trade in bu‘ter and cheese is al-
ready an important one, 2nd is stiil susceptible
of great enlargement. Cheess factcries have
become an institution amongst us, apd their
goodeffects are most sensibly feit in the dis-
tricts in which they are located, I hope that
1o section of the country will be without it»
factory, and that our exports of these twoe
articles will be greatly angmented. Cattle fed
<t home consume for the most part these
products which should not be sold off it. In
return for what they eat they give vou meal
and many things beside,es well as the material
for enriching your soil.  The man who under-
stands his business wiil always have his ; ro-
purtionate acre:ge of roots; and 1 expeqt to
see, year by year, that proporiion extended.
as 1t is undeubtedly the fouundation ston~ of
all zood farming, and its therovsh cultivation
forms a schonl of agriculture in which to
educate our young men. Our staple” voots.
ench as tirnips, carrots, mangels, and the rest,
requi’ e hut little notice & my hands.  Their
imporance is already recognized and appreci-
ated; but thereis cne branch of agiicultural
industry to which I wish to direct your most
particuler attention as being most important
to theconntry at large. I refer to the culti-
vation of t' » +ugar beet, an industry which is
not at pre..» i to any great extent located
amongst us, but which in France, Belginm
and Germavuy forms their leading crops, and
has beconic a source of wealth to those na-
tions.  Latterly the Finglish? farmers, ever
alive to improvements and protit. have taken
it up, and there is now forming .. England a
company for the cultivation f the hect-root.
and manufacture of sugar tharefroni, with a
capital of two Lundred thowand pounds sterl-
irg. Of sach moment is he questien of its
introduction into Bnal 1d consicered, that the
ITon. Robert Lowe, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, in introducing into Parliament a Dill
for the remission of sugar daties, sjoke as fol-
lows:—' We know that the heet root i+ instry
of the Continent is spreading very widely.
There is the prospect to grow it with the
came effect in this country;and conid ®e hope
far anything so good as that it could be intro-
duced witii success, it would be one of the
createst  blessings that ceuld befail the
country.”

And, again, Professor Voelcker, perhape the
hichest authority on agricultural matters in
England. writes to the jourtal of the Toval
S.ceety that the growth of beet-root for the
manufacture of sugar in the north of Ger-
many has tended. more than anythine elie, to

raise the ceneral standard of agrict ure in

' {he lavger Jistricts in that country; and he
} belicves it would have the same efiect in Eng-

Pnd. It is asserted,alsotmreliabie authovity,
the spent beet-root pulp which is the residue
left after the sacharine juices ave extractel, is
Letter food for cattle, and has more milk-giv-
ino propensitics than ever the root crop, ani
that its culture as a rotation crop=-(a consid-
eration which shonld ever be present in the
farmer’s mind—yprepares tho soil for a heavy
and superior crop of wheat. I am indebted to
my friend, Mr. 8. G. Harvey, for many valu-

—

al.e suggestions on this subject. e informy
me that when in the jear 1833, the laty
Emperor of the French visited Valencienne,
lie passed nnder an arch upen wtich was in.
ceribed the great extent of Jand under cultiva.
tion with wheat in this district aud the largely
increassd preduction of the ecil since beet

root had become an articls of extende .
growth.
1st. The hectares of wheat (2} statuty

acres) which formerly yielded enly 19 hec
tolitres per acre, now (1853) produced 27 hee
tolitres. )

2nd. Where formerly there were only 4,907
hectares 1. der wheat, there are now (1853)
9,240 hectares sown.

sed. The number of cattle in the distriet
increased from 6,995 formerly, to 40,656 in
1853.

The Pall Mall Gazette of the 25th ‘of
March last says:—'* In many parts of the con.
tinent beet sugar has nearly, if not quite
driven cane sugar out of the market, and the
nercentage of 1t taken by us is gradually be.|
ceming higher than the percentage repre|
senting the genearl augmentation of our sugat |
supplies.” Thetotal production of beet-root
sugar for the pash three years was in 1868,
650.000 tons; in 1869, 841,000 tons; in 1870,
9250 tons. At a meeting of the English
Scclety of Arts held on the 8th July last
James Caird, Esq., C.B., the Chairman, stal
that the “quantity ef sugar imported. wa
equal to one-eighth of the entire consumption]
of wheat, beth foreign and native giown,
while the foreign sugzar imported was fquli
to cne-fourth ef the import of foreign wheat,”
If such be the result in other countries, why
should not so important a branch of i .dustry
be tried here, There is surely nothing in the
soil or climaie of Canada which weuld forbld
its growth, « n the contrary, if properly tied,
I am convinced it would prove eminently suc
ces-fnl and add another to the best of our
national products. I would earnestly recom-
meni action in the matter, and would suggest
the subject for the consideration of this Doard,
aud of the Government of the ceuntry.

Another important feature in the agrieuk &
tural industry of this Province is the cultiva-
tion of flax, which even this year, although:
not arown to the extent its merits entitle If &
is entirely satisfactory. There is every prok
pect that the price will be a remunerative one,
and the great objection to its more extensive !
cultivation, the fact of great amount of manual &
lahor Tequired in its manipulation is being *
gradnally done away with, and labor-saving
machinery is quickly simplifying ivs manufacs |
ture and producticns. Iam informed that 4
macline 1s now manufactured in Woodstock =
which makes as great a revolution in the culs
ture of (1.:x as the mowing machine made it
the curing of bay. In this Province of ours &
where our immense resources are but beginniag |
to be bronght ) fizht, where the spivit of it |
people is but beginning to exert its energj |
towards the olution of the guestion of th
futnredestinies of Cavada and its position 1
the fore ranks of civilization, it surely becom
v~ o give prominence and direct attention
any subject which may perchance agsist th
one and securs the other. Let no one caliio
himsel by the well-l-ved name of a Canadial
stay bel.ind in the endeavor to contributeh
mite towarda 1 king that name to be respest
ed. U wyown part, could any act of mud
— T will noi say word, well knowing 1ts feebler
no - —car - v o sprars of grass to gioy
wnere only enc grew before, I shall be sl
Lol and to “hat intent my constant cffo

wit be diiceted. I ask you, gen .on 8
take these last two subjects to which 1 ha

adverted into scrious coasideration, and b
nrecept 2nd example encourage the exper
ment of introducing them into general cultive
ion ; for if successful you wiil' have adde®
two mere pillars to vrep up our nations
areatness. In his add:ess at Toronto my prég
decessor in«flice treated you to an c‘m‘norahs
and exbaustive history of ihe progress
objects of the Board over whicy  have D
tlre honot for the last twelve menths to P
side. It would be supertlnow, for nwe to reéE
pitulate what has alieady aid so wuch et
been said.  1le traced its course from §
preidinr sapling to tie stately tree 16 nof
resernbles. I have only to add that its ¥
gress has so far Been uninterrupted, and 1
prospeets for the future still continue hig
The balanee remaining in onr hands from I
year av.ounted  to 212765, 'I'he Deni#t
matter is proceeding in a satifactozy mandt .
towards sttlement, the Association holdis
goud security hy way of a guarantce fu,r.tt
amount of their claim, with interest at e
per comt. :
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