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Infant Baptism, When-—Where—Why.

HENRY FRANCIS ADAMS

In writing the history of ** [sfant Baptism,” I will &
ask you to listen to the declarati of six rep i
wan of the six grest bodies who practice infant sprink-
ling.
LR Cathol Archbishop Hughes of New Vork,
wrote in bis " Doctrinal Catochism,' it doss not appesr
from Seriptare, that one tnfau! wes ever baptized | there
fore Protestants should reject, on thelr own princlples,
tnfunt baptioms as au unecriptursl nsage '

Senond, Hplscopalisn. The late Blahop of %illsbury,
Hagland, wrote these words, "1 most cendidly swad
wondly state my couviction, that there s not one pas
oage, nor one word in Soriptore, which direetly proves it
(infant baptiom ) sot ove word, (hh undenisble and log
lonl power of which csn be sdduced to prove in sny way
of fact, that in the Beripture age infants were baptined,
or of the doctrine that they ought to be Faptised

Third, Lutheran. Martin Luther, the solitary monk
who sbook the world, says, "Il cannot be proved by the
Soared Scriptures, that infant baptism wes lustituted by
Chist.”

Fourth, Presbyterian. Dr. Philiip Schafl says, ‘There
is the absence of precept or example for lnfant baptism
in the New Testament, and the apostolic origin of infant
baptiem is denied, not only by the Baptists, but also by
many pedo-Baptist divines

Fifth, Congregationalist. Dr. Leonard Woods says,
““Whatever may have been the precept of Christ or of his
aposties, to those who enjoyed their personal lnstrue-
tions, it is plain that there is no express precept respect-
ing infant baptism in our sscred writings. The proof,
then, that infant baptism is a divine institution, must be
made out in another way.”

Six b, Methodist Episcopal. Dr. A T. Bledsoe says,
““With all our searching we have been unable to find in
the New Testament a single express declaration or word
in favor of infant baptism.'’

As the Presbyterians are the last to depart from their
traditions received from the fathers, I would like to add
one more voice to the preceding six, which is that of
their great founder, John Calvin. He says, *It is no-
where expressed by the Evangelists that any ome infant
was baptized."”

1f infant sprinkling is not in the New Testament, and
the greatest scholars of past ages, and all of the present
age, say it is not there, how did it come to pass that it
became a subatitute for the baptism that is there? That
question I will now proceed to answer. When, where,
and why was sprinkliog used as a substitute for immer-
sion? The learned Curcellaeus says, ‘‘The custom of
baptizing infants did not begin before the third age after
Christ was born. In the former ages no trace of it ap-

« o+ + « It was introduced without the command of
Christ, and therefore this rite (infant baptism) is ob-
served by ue as an ancient custom but not as an apos-
tolic tradition.”

That prince of exegesis, D:, H. A. W. Meyer, says,
*The baptism of the children of Christians, of which no
trace Is found in the New Testament, is not to be held as
an apostolic ordinance, as indeed it encountered early
and long resistance ; but it is an institution of the church
which gradually arose after the apostles’ times, in con-

jon with the develoy of ecclesiastical life, and
of doctrinal teaching, not certainly attested before Ter-
tullian, ( Tertullian died between 220-240) and by him
decidedly opposed.”’

Dr. Augustus Neander, than whom no greater histori
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Christian writers of that century were Justin Martyt,
Athenagoras, Theophilus of Antioch, Tatian, Minucius,
Pelix, Irenagus, and Clement of Alexsndris. And in all
thelr writings there is only osie man's that pedo-Baptista
eare to appes! to, in which they think they can see in
fant baptism. Justin Martyr lived about A. D 140 or
150, and hers is one passage he wrote which pedo-Bap-
tists-like 00 much. *‘As many as are persusded and do
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who worked on the public mind, almost
wmeans of relics,—this Cyprian,who spoke of the Lord’s

a8 & charm, — (" with priestly notions
filtered into his mind from heathen resources’’ From
‘“ Apostie to Priest" by J. W. Falcones. This waa the
“lordly Christisn " who presided over the cowncil at
Carthage, whose members he himeelf acknowledged, in-
stead of being examples to the flack, ** were covetoas,
frandul and jous ¥ This was the man who

belleve that those things which are taught and apok
by ue are true, asd engaged to live sccordingly, are in-
structed to pray and sre then lod 10 a place where
there is water, ' [nstesd of commenting on that extract
mywell, | quote what » Oerman theologian of Halle, Dr.
Johmus Semler, wys. “From Justin Mactyr's Adescrip
Tiow of baptiom, we lears that it was sdministersd ouly
1o adultn.  Te sape we were (ooeporeally ) bern with
our will bt in baplisms sre to heve choloe know
Iedge, ste. This we learned from the aposties.’” From
Semiooh's “Lite and Umes of Justln Martyr,” we road
Cwhesever |ustin Marty e refom to baptism . sduits appess
a0 the objects to whom the ssered rite is administerad
Of Infunt baptiom he kuows sothing, The trmow of it,
which somse persons belleve they bhave detected 18 his
writings are groundiess fancles, sriificlally produced.
Here is another frosn Justls Martyr, in which
pedo-Baptists think they soe lafant baptiswm. “‘Severs)
persons among we of 60 or 30 yesrs old . . . . disclpled
to Christ from their childhood, comtinwe uncorrapted.’
Observe “‘childhood,” not from Infancy 1 have bap
tized some children, who if they remain steadfast in the
faith till they are 60 or 70, it will be eald of them that
they “‘were discipled to Christ from childhood.”

Can we find infant baptism in the third century ? Here
is the fairest statement that can be made out from bis-
tory up to Tertullian’s day. The idea that baptism was

tial to salvation, having obtsined currency, Qain-
tills, & wealthy lady, wrote to Tertullian, suggestiog
that if her offspring asked for baptism they ought
to have it,—a suggestion plainly implying that at
the time she wrote ‘‘child baptism’ did not pre-
vall Hers is the first proposal on record that it
should be introduced. What was Tertullian's re-
ply? ‘‘Those who administer baptism know very well
that it is not to be rashly given * Quintilla had quoted
the passage ‘‘give to him that asketh.” Aund TIertullian
rejsine ; “Give to him that asketh,”” every oue hatha
right to it, as a thing of alms; nay say rather; “Give
not that which is holy to the dogs : cast not your pearls
before swine ; lay hands suddenly on mo man ; be not
partaker of other men's sine.” As the lady had remind-
ed him of Jesus' words, ‘‘Suffer little children to come
unto me,” he answers ; *“Why is it necessary that spon-
sors as well should be brought into peril, who themselves
by deathh may abandon their promises, or be deceived by
a growth of & corrupt disposition? The Lord indeed
says, do not hinder them from coming wo me. Let them
come when they are of ripe years, let them come when
they understand, when they are taught whither they are
comivg, let them be made Christians when they know
Chriat.”
Pedo-Baptista are welcome to all the t

formulated the decision and for ite promulgation.
Here ls the mint where this base coln wasstruck off,
snd on it you ses his head, and sround it * Cyprian,—
pedo.Baptist the first, Carthage, A, D. 253."

Now note the reasons that conncil gave for the decree
they sent forth. ** That the grace of God is denled to
nons ; LAt a8 Jesus came uol to destroy men's Hives, but
o save them, we ought to do everything ln our power to
save onr fellow men. That God is not a respecter of age
more than of persons, and that his grace is squal fo all ;
the! the prophet Hilshs lay wpon & child, and put his
mouth ot his mouth, and his eyes ou his eyes, and his
bande on  his hands, thet the spiritusl sense of this is
that infauts are equal to men, but that if you refuse to
baptize them, you destroy this equality and are partial ;
i b ss baptiem is » hing away of the sin of
human nature, the sooner it is performed the better, lest
any should die unbaptized, and so perish." s

From that declaration, it is clear that its authors be-
lieved that baptismn was a saving ordinance, so that in-
fant baptiem was really an outgrowth of ** baptismal re-
geveration,” And that s the only reason those 66 bis-
bops give for baptizing infants. - Observe that they
make no appeal to the New T\ t; they p
not one solitary p ge from the gospels or epistles ;
they point us to not one precept d br 1
to supp rt their and impudent date. But
setting aside the revealed will of God, the plain com-
mands of Christ, and the practices of the Apostles ; they
of their own free will, set up an institution, which has
been associated with the darkest errors, from the day of
its origin until now.

The sign of the cross was an early superstition among
ancient Christians ; whatever they were dolug—dreasing,
putting on their shoes, sittivg down 1o meals, wherever
they were going, to a feast, or a bath, or to bed, or if
from home they returned, they used the sign of the cross.
Of course at the baptism of an infant, it was bad in re-
quisition. The infant was sometimes immersed thrice, had
put into its little mouth milk and honey, and was not only
anointed with holy oil, but had actualiy-administered to
it the elements of the *‘ Lord's Supper.” Before pedo-
baptism appeared—or around it when it did appear—the
doctrines of baptismal regeneration —of purgatory, of

prayers for the dead—of consecration of baptismal water
—and the uee of sp nsors—as well as a whole host of the
most absurd and silly mummeries—all found standing

und.’’ .
‘“;M me remiud you that, the baptism of infants author-
ized by Cyprian's council, was not ** infant sprinkling,
but **infant immersion,’’ asit isin the Greek church
(Russia), to day. It was only in cases of severe sickness
and approaching death that “ sprinkling’ was substitut.
ed for * baptism'' and to show that * cpdnkllng" even
in such emergencies was not regarded as an equivalant
to ** baptism,” I here quote from a work by two grest
pedo-Baptists, Drs Storr and F 'att—'* Bibical 'l‘hto:o'y."
Article i e !
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they can get from the first of the Latin fathers, Tertullian.

Origen who lived in this century, has been appealed to
by pedo-Baptists as favoring infant baptism ; but it must
be remembered that we have nothing of his writings to
refer to. He died about A. D. 254, and we have nothing
to refer to but translations of his writings made nearly
200 years after his death, by & monk named Rufinus who
lived in the fifth century. Aund this monk of Aquillea is
candid ugh to ack ledge that the t lation may

has yet written on the early history of Christianity, says
in his Church History, *'Baptism, at first, was adminis-
! only to adults as men were accustomed to concelve

lsm and faith as strictly connected, There does not
#ppear to be any reason for deriving infant baptism from
an spostolical lostitution ; and the recognition of it,
which followed somewhat later, ns an apostolic tradition,
serves to confirm this hypothesis.”

Those who are called the apustolic fathers, and who
wrole in the first ceviury, were five in number. Thelr
names are Barnabas, Hermas, Clemens, Romanus, Ignat-
ius, aud Polfearp, Of all these oily the epistle of Clem-
e8s Romanus can be relied on as genulne, He says,
““They are right subjects of baptism who bave passed

an ivation and instruction,’’ and ‘‘the bap-
tised ought to be ehildren lu malace, but pot in usder
slanding; even such children who, ua the children of Ood,
have put off the old man wit' the girment of wicked.
sete, and have put on the vew man,” If any man tan
helpless infunts there, he must put them there, In
writhugs of the first century, not one word can be
that recoguine the exintence of lufant baptism in
he frot-Bundred years of Christianity, For (he learaed
Martin Luther, who was no great friend of the Baptists,
was bound to scknowledge that, ‘It canunot be proved by
the saered Boripture, that infuut baptism way lnstituted
W le., or begun by the first Christiane after the

(i

Who is the pedo Baptist that will be so bold as to sy
be oan find & distinel declaration that Ir Intante
wore baplised In the second oentury P pejneipal

be idered as-much his own as Ocigen’s. In this view
agree four great pedo-Baptist historlans; Dupin, Erae-
mus, Wall and Neander,

During this century there were few crimes of which
Africste were not guilty. Church affairs became so dis-
orderly, and the fiery trials of Christians were so fierce,
that not a few lapeed into heathenism. The plus, in or-
der to rescue children from the murderovs practices of
the heathens, were in the habit of purchasing them, thue
saving their lives and importing them imto Christian

localities, The children thus rescaed could wot partake

of the charitable gifts of the chuich without baptiem.
Cyprian, Blshop of Carthage, was written to by Fidus,
an African Prelste—and apparently infant-life-preserver

to Midus ? :
snewerlng 1o Fidua? No. 80 he called & councll of 66
bishops to deliberate and decide when & babe might be

baptised, And what do you think thess men did ! They
decided that » babe be baptised as soon e it
could be kissed. Cyprian, who wes o scholar

P was 80 n the
t church, that cven in the third MIIZ the{npﬂm
of the sick, who were merely sorinkled with water, was
entirely neglected by some, and by others was thought
inferior to the baptism of those who were in health, and
who received baptism not merely by upudoui.-but who

from Cyprian (Epistle 69, ed. Bremae, y 185, ete.) and
ERusebius sﬂllt. es., L. VI, cap 43), where we find
the follow og extract from the letter of the Roman hhm
Cornelins ; '* Novatus received baptism on the sick

by aspersion, if it can be said that such a person recelve.l
baptism,” no person who had during sickness, been

hgdnd by aspersion, was admitted into the clerical
“.il

o

The celebrated ‘' En ia of ons knowl-
edge,"” ;eonrllld by Dr:’daehlap.ﬂdund Hw\w of the
m rly

pedo-Baptists) gives us the following.
Article Baptism, ‘' In the primitive church, baj
bvubyl)-::dw. exi h;hou-ﬂ«;(.mdek c&hﬂc
aptism) who were y pouring or 3
These latter were often regarded as not
died thele Cate-

ed, either because they had not com
chumenste or m.;:‘o&-d umf:. was ot fally
observed, of
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