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the love of God ? It wys, first, that it is a love independ -Quiet’s Mission the Revelation of God's pitUtion for oûr sine.” The blech dam, which we build 
eut of, end earlier than, ours. We love, aa a rule, be- up between ounelvea and the river of the water of life ia

reoogniie in the object to which our heart goee to be .wept away ; and It ia the death of Je.ua Christ
out aomething that diuwa it, something that ia lovable, which make, it poaaible for the highest gift of God’s 
But he who* name is “I am that \ am" ha. all the real.- love to pour over the ruined and partially removed 
aon. of Hie action, within Himself, and just a. He barrifr and to flood a man', soul. Brethren, no God that

"Sit. on no precariou. throne, i, worthy 4he name can give Himself to a sinful soul.
Nor borrows leave to be, " No sinful son! that has not the habit, the guilt, the penalty

nor l. dependent on any creature for eulateoce, so He i. of it. tin. .wept away, ia capable of receiving the life 
Hi. own motive, He ia Hi. own reason. Within that which ia the higheet gift of the love. So our twin text", 
•acred circle of the inSnite nature. He all the energies divide what I may call the procea. of redemption between 
which bring that infinite nature into action ; and like them; and while the one My., " He sent bis Son that 

clear fountain, more sparkling than cryetel, there We should have life through Him," the other tell. n. of 
well, up forever, from the depth, of the divine nature, bow the .in. which bar the entrance of that life into 
the love which ia Himself. He lovee, not because we heart., a. our own conscience, tell us they do, can be 
love Him, but because He 1. God. The very sun itself, removed. There must first be the propitiation for our 
a. some astronomers believe, owe. Its radiant brightness .in., and then th.t mighty love reaches its purpo* and 
and ever-communicated warmth to the Impact on, and attain, its end, and can give u. the life of God to be the 
reception into, it of myriad, of meteors and of matter life of our eoul. So much for my first and principal 
drawn from the surrounding system So, when the fuel question, 
fails, that fire will go out, and the eun will shrivel into s 
black ball. But this central sun of the univcfipe hits all 
His light within Himself, and the rays that pour out from
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Text : " Herein ia love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved ue, and rent Hie Son to be the propitiation 

tiea," i Jno. 4 :10.foi
Thia la the aecond of a pair of twin veraes which deal 

with anhetandally the aame subject under two slightly 
different aspects. The thought common to both ia that 
Chriet’e mission ia the revelation of God's love. But in 
the preceding verse the point on which stress ia laid ia the
manifestation of that love, and in our text the point
mainly brought out ia ita essential nature. In the former 
we rend, “ In this wee manifested the love of God," and 
In the present verse we read, " Herein ia love." In the 
former verse John fixée on three things as setting forth 
the greetneas of that manifestation—viz., that the Christ 
ia the Only Begotten Son, that the manifestation ia for 
the world, ard that ita end is the beetowmenl of everlast
ing love. In mv text the pointa which are fixed on are 
that the! love in its nature ia self-kindled—" not that we

ГІ. Now, I have to ask, secondly, how comes it that 
Christ's mission aays anything about God's love?

That question ia a very plain one. and I should like to 
Him owe their being end their motion lu nothing but the preen the nn.wer to it very empheticnlly. Tnke soy olher 
force of thet central fire, from which they rush with ol the greet nsmen of the world 's history of poet, thinker, 
heeling on their wings. philosopher, moralist, practical benefactor ; is it powible

xcept with a
hundred explanations and limitations—that they, how
ever radiant, however wise, however beneficent, however

loved God, but that He loved na "—and that It lays hold 
of, and caats out of the way, that which, unremoved, 
would be a barrier between God and ua—viz , our ein : 
" He hath eent ‘Hie Son to be the propitiation for

If, then, God’s love ia not evoked by anything in Hia to apply such a thought aa this to them 
crest urea, than it la universal, and we do not need aux 
louaiy to question ouraalvee whether we deserve that it 
•hall fall upon ua, aod no conscious uo wort hi ness need fruitful their influence, make men sure that God loves
ever make ua falter lu the least in the fir mores with them? The thing ia ridiculous, unless you are using
which

sins.
Now, It ia interesting to notice that theae thin veraes, 

like a double star which reflects the light of a central eun, 
draw their brightness from the greet word of the Master, 
" God eo loved the world that He gave Hie only begotten 
Sou, that whoaoever believeth in Him ehould not perish 
but have everlasting life." Do you not hear the echo of 
Hia voice in the three expressions in the veree before the 
text—" only begotten," " world," " live ? " Here la one 

of the innumerable links which bind together in 
iedoaeoiubie union the goapel and the epistle So then 
the great thought suggested by the words before ne ia juat 
thia, that in the incarnation anti sacrifice of J 

have the greet revelation of the love of God.
I. Now, there are three questions that suggest them- 

, and the first ia this : What, then, does 
Chriet’e mission say about love ?

I do not need to dwell on the previous question whether, 
apart from that mission, there is any solid revelation of 
the fact that there is love in heaven, or whether we are 
left apart from it to gropinge and probabilities. I need 
not refer yon to the ambiguous oracles of nature or to the 
equally ambiguous oracles of life. I need not, I suppose, 
do more than just remind you that even the men who* 
faith graepe the thought of the love of God most intense
ly, know what it ia to be brought to a stand before some 
of the dreadful problems which the facts of humanity and 
the facta of nature press upon ns, nor need I remind you 
how, a»
Uah literature and that of other nations, when men turn 
their backs upon the Crow they look upon a landscape all 
swathed in miete, and on which darkness is steadily set
ting. The reason why the men of thia generation, some 
of them very superficially and for the sake of being "in 
the swim," and some of them despairingly and with bleed- 
lag hearts are turning themselves to a reasoning pessimism 
la because they will not see what shines out from the 
Ones that God is love.

Nor need I do more than remind you in a word of the 
fact that, go where we will through thia world, and con
sult all the conceptions that men have made to them- 
aetveejgf'goda many and lords many, whilat we find the 
deification of power and of vice and of fragmentary good- 

of hop* and fears, of longings, of regrete, we find 
nowhere a god of whom the characteristic is love. And 
•tidal that Pantheon of deities, some of them savage, 

of them lustful, some of them embodiments oPell 
view, ким of them indifferent and neutral, some of them 
radiant and lair, none reveals this secret, that the center 
ef the ueiveree ia a heart. So we have to turn away from 
hopes, from probability dashed with many a doubt and 
find aomething that hae more solid substance in it if it ia 
to be enough to bear up the man that graapa it and to 
yield before no tempests. For all that Bishop Butler saye, 
probabilities are not the guide of life in its deepest and 
noblest aspects. They may be the guide of practice, but 
for the anchorage of the eonl we want no shifting sands 
hnnh, but that to which we may make feat and be sure 
that, whatever shifts, it remains immovable. Yon can 
no more clothe the eoul in "per ha pees" than a man can 
make garments ont of a spider's web. Religion consista 
of tha things of which we are sure, and not of the things 
which are probable. "Perad venture" ia not the word on 
which a man can rest the weight of a crushed, or an 
agonââng, ora sinking eoul; he must have "Verily!" 
verily?!" and then be ia at real.

HoW do we know what a mania? By seeing what a 
wan Awe How do we know what God is ? By knowing 
what God does. So John doea not argue with logic, 
either frosty or fiery, but he simply opens l^is mouth, and 
in calm, pellucid utterances sets forth the truths and 
lemma them to work. He wye to па : "I do not relegate 
you to your intuitions ; I do not argue with yon ; I 
simply wy, Look at Him ; look, and eee that God ia

What, then, does the mieeion of Christ aay to na ebofat

grasp that greet central thought. The eun, language in a very fantastic and artific-al fashion.
Chriet'a mission reveals God'a love, because Christ iaInferior emblem * It ia of that Hght of all that la, pour 

down ita beams iadlacrimioa ely on dunghill and on the Son of God. If it la true, aa Jeaus said, that " He 
jewel, though it he true that lo the one tie rays breed that hath even Me hath seen the Father," then I can say, 
corruption and in the other draw out beauty. That great " In thy tenderer*, in Thy patience, in Thy attracting 
love wraps ue all, ia older than our sios, and ia not de- of the publican hml the harlot, in Thy sympathy with all 
fleeted by them. So that is the finit thin* that Chnet's the erring and the sorrowful, and, most of all, in Thy

agony and pSeeino, in Thy crow and death, I see the 
The aecond ia—it epeake to ua of a love which gives *,огУ °* 00,1 which is the love of God." Brother, if you

break that liuk, which binds the man Christ leaua with 
the ever-living and the ever-loving God. I know not how 
you can draw from the record of His life end death

mieeion telle us about God a loveChrist

ita beet. John says "God sent Hie Son." and that word 
repoeua, like the reel of the paa*ge, on many words of 
Chriet’e—such aa, for і oats nee, when He speaks of Him- 
eelf as "sanctified and *nt into the world," and many Mence, which nothing can ehake, in the love c( the 
another wying. But remember how, In the foundation Mother, 
passage to which I have already referred, and of which 
we have eome reflection in the words before us, there is a 
tender expression—not merely ' eent," hat "gave." Paul 
strengthens the word when he wye, "gave up for ua all."
It ia uot for ua to speculate about the* deep things, but world'e sin, and what you have left ia a maimed somc-
1 would remind yon of what I dare say I have had lbin8. which may be, and I thankfully recognize often ie
occasion often to point out, thet Paul seems to intend to very «lengthening, very helpful, very calming, very
suggest to ua a mysterious parallel, when he further aayw, cunobling, even to men who do not sympathize with the
"He that spared not Hie own Son but freely gave Him view of that work which 1 am now retting forth, but
up to death for ua all." For that emphatic word "spared" which ia all that to them, very largely, because of the
ia a distinct allusion to, and quotation of, the etory of unconscious influence of the truths which thfcy have ceet
Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac: "Seeing thou hast not eway. It seems to me that thoae who, in the name of
withheld from Me thine only son. And so, mysterious as lbe b*8beel paternal love of God, reject the thought of
it ie, we may venture to eay that He not only rent, but Christ's sacrificiel death, are kicking away the ladder by
He gave, and not only gave, but gave up. Hia love like wh*cb іЬ*У have climbed, and are better than their
oura, delights to lavish ita most precious gifts on ita creeda, *nd happily illdgical It is the cross that reveals 
objecta. the love, and it ia the cro* aa the means : of propitiation

that pouratbe light of that bleared conviction into men's

Then there is another point. Christ's mission speaks 
to us about God a love, if -and ! was going to *y only 
If—we regard it as His mission to be the propitiation for 
our tins. Strike out the death as the sacrifice for the

see around ns to-day in the drift of our Kng-

Now, there arises from thia consideration a thought 
which I only mention, and it ia thia. Christian teaching 
about Chriet'a work has often, both by its friends and ita 
foes, been eo prerented aa to lead to the conception that 
it was the work of Christ which made God Ibve 
The enemies of evangelical truth are never tired of talk
ing in that sense ; and rome of its unwise friends have 
given reason for the caricature. But the true Christian 
teaching is, "Godeo loved . . . that He gave." The 
love of the cause of the mission, and not the mission that 
which evokee the love. So let ua be. sure that, not be
cause Christ died doea God love us sinful creatures, bnt 
that, because God lovee us, Christ died for ua.

III. My laat question ia this: What doea Christ's 
mission say about God'a love to me ?

We know what it ought to aay. It ought to carry, aa 
on the crest of a great wave, the conviction of that divine 
love into our hearts, to be fruitful there. It ought to 
sweep out, as on the crest of a great wave, our sins and 
evile. It ought to db thia ; doea it ? On eome of ua I fear 
it produces no effect at all. Some of you, dear friends, 
look at that light with lack-luetre eye*, or, rather, with 
blind eyes, that are dark aa midnight, in the blaze of 
noonday. The voice comes from the cross, sweat as that 
of harpers harping with their harps, and mighty aa the 
voice of many waters, and yon hear nothing. Some of 
ue it slightly moves now and then, and there an end.

Brethren, you have to turn the world-wide generality 
into a personal possession. You have to aay, " He loved 
me, and He gave Himself for me." It ia of no use to be
lieve in a universal Saviour ; do you trust in your parti- 

degree care whether ita object ia good or bad—what sort cular Saviour ? It is of no use to have the most orthodox
of a love do you call that ? -What do you name it when en<* clear conception of the relation between the croaa of
. father .how. it to hi. children ? Moral indifference ; ™ “* І0!Ї
~ і__ і . , . . . . , . .. lL1 .. Have you made that revelation the means of bringing
culpable and weak and fatal. And ia it anything nobler, into your own personal life the conviction that Jesus
if you transfer it to God, and wy that it ia all the wme Christ is your Saviour, the propitiation for you sins, the
to Him whether a man ia living the life of a hog, and for- ***** to you of life eternal ? It is faith that does that.
getting .11 that i. high and noble, or whether he і. і?.™ '‘її" ’’“T ‘° wh]£ ’
____ ... .. , . * __. ...... . have made frequent reference, there are two condition
pressing with all hie strength towards light and truth pUt in between the beginning and the end. Some of us
and goodness? Sorely, eurely they who, in the name of are disposed to wy, " God so loved the world that every
their reverence for the supreme love of God, cover over man m*8bt have eternal life." That is not what Christ
the fact of Hi. righteousness, are mutilating and killing “!?кг^п”іюп-'^Н%"°-^^
the very attribute that they are trying to exalt. A love follows the second—" he
that cares nothing for the moral character of ita object ia not perish, but have everlasting
not love, bnt hate ; it ia not kindnew, but cruelty. Take ^ ‘eLnee<^a*
away the background because it ia eo black, and yon
lower the brilliancy of whiteness of that which stands in ргоріпмюи ror our no, on ror my am, tnen you win live
front of it. There ia such a property in God aa ia fitting- and move and have your being in a heaven of love, and
ly described by that tremendous word " wrath." God love Him back again with an echo and reflection of

\trCTtf„ritit,wr Г ^and therefore we read, He eent Hia eon to be the pro- Selected.

I

The third thing which the mieeion of Christ teaches us 
about the love of God ia that it ia a love which takes note 
of and overcomes man's ein I have wid, aa plainly as I 
can, that I reject the travesty of Christianity which im
plies that it waa Chriet'a mission which orignated God's 
love to men. But a love that does not in the slightest
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