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I.maintained among them as ought to be expected in this im- 
jicrtect state. It will be obvious to every one, that certain 
ev.!s are attendant upon the independent and popular mode 
of discipline,upon which the most seriptural churches are foun­
ded which are not me,dent to those where the clergy have an 
absolute control. In summing up a comparison of evils, how­
ever, we have no doubt on which side the balance lies, but as 
in every other practicable case, we must here refer to the 
word and to the testimony,and if any thing can be derived irom 
that word by way of precept or pattern, which in all essential 
pomts instructs us as to the formation of a visible church 
we contend that we have no further licence to deliberate or 
chose what mode ot church government we shall adopt*. Our 
own, we humbly believe to be built upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and rophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor­
ner stone, and we also believe that such being the case, when 
a church is formed oi such materials as the Gospel directs, of 
lively stones bu.lt up a spiritual building, however the sins ind 
euois ot this state ot mortality may shake and try it, yet that 
, conta,ns ui its structure the seeds of self purification and 
the sure promises oi God will all be made good in sup^ort- 
ip and blessing it. The same disadvantages and diflmdties 
that are at this day urgrd by some as inherent in the congre­
gations torm of discipline,and therefore loudly condemned^ 
as plainly discernible in the churches planted by the Apostles 
and we are entirely willing to follow them as our guides and 
submit to hko unavoiuable evils. Under this view it shouhl’be a 
consolation to those who have the oversight of the flocks of 
Christ, hat however dark and afflictive may be the clouds 
which at times overhang them, when divisions occur, andThe 
enemy ,s permitted to try them, yet the great shepherd has 
promised ot to leave nor forsake them, and such trials
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Hirer! Mlsv0m) PrU(Jencc and caution,should ever
d,r ct, and fait h anc holiness, ever be the great aim of Pastor
an peojde. Mutual loveand forbearance should ever dictate 
the,r actions towards each other ; and above all olher 
sionsshou d these graces abound when brethren 
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