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SAYS KAISER -
A PARONOIAC

His Bigbie Interview Declared Sel'=
Revealing

A Psychologist’s Views

Stripped of His Pretended Charac-
ter When Deprived of Pomp
and Glitter —He Told the Truth
for Once in His Life

In an article captioned “Psychoanalysis
and the Kaiser,” the editor of American
Medicine declares that the ex-German
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Emperor was “always a garrulous old
paranoiac, a boastful, swash-buckling,
blood-and-thunder imperial hero, in no
wise suited for the role destiny had im-
posed upon him.” Following is the edi-
tor’s striking picture of the Kaiser’s men-
tal and physical make-up: “For the
|simplest explanation of the Kaiser’s
!grotesque personality one must go to the
most complicated of sciences—psychoan-
alysis. His interview,, given out to the
world ip a querulous moment and re-
tracted in the panic that followed such
an extraordinary self-revelation, must re-
main as a psychologic monument for all
time. The Kaiser was always a querul-
ous old parznoiac, and the generals who
conducted his pathetic career knew what
they were doing when they assigned
Karl Rosner to him as a press agent and
let him talk his heart out over tear-stir-
ring violets and such like things for the
benefit of a public to which Wilhelm
had successfully played for thirty-odd
years.

The Bigbie Interview,

“His interview granted to Harold Big-
bie was very much in character, but for
once the Kaiser spoke honestly, and im-
mediately afterward he regretted it. His
denial that he ever gave an interview to
anyone is of no avail; any student ‘of
character knows that the strange things
he uttered were so gefuine a product
that it could not have been manufac-
tured. To those who knew the man only
as a boastrul, swash-buckling' blood
and thunder imperial hero, the
whimpering, sniveling nature of his mes-
sage to the world must have come as a
surprise, but to the psychoanalyst the
man who acknowledged a partnership
only wit Gott (and Gott the jumior part-
ner) was never a pu Long before
the interview was made public a well-
known disciple of Freud set him down as
suffering markedly from an inferiority-
complex which is at the basis of all the

-IKaiser ever said, thought or did. “It is

common knowledge that Wilhelm Hoh-
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enzollern is a cripple. This scion of a
great imperial house, destined to become
the ruler of an aggressive, masterful
race of Nietzchean blond beasts, was in
no wise suited for the role destiny had

imposed on him.
How His Mind Worked.

His shrunken arm, his pathetically
puny figure, his whole unheroic cnd un-
prepossessing make-up were a constant
source of humiliation to him. A Realizing
this, the one aim of his life was to de-
ceive the world, to draw attenfion ayay

from these shortcomings, to impose him- | °

self on the public as a giant, physically
and intellectually, as a colossus of cour-
age and ability, as the perfect symbol of
perfect kinghood. And every utterance
of his career, every act of his rule, was
designed toward this end. Charity might
betray weakness; he must not be char-
itasble. Kindncss’' might betray a desire
for sympathy; he must not be kind. An
inclination toward peace might indicate

ice;' he must become known as
the greatest war-lord of all time. Hence
his coalition with the hecrtless war party
of Germany in the effort to build up the
vast war machine which drained the re-
sources. of Germany; hence his famous
Hun speech to the German troops who
were dispetched to China during the
Boxer rebellion; hence his periodical,
blustering challenges to the world at
every crisis in which his country was
involved. And in time the world began
to believe that the man was really mod-
eled after heroic pattern. Many able ob-
servers were deceived.

Imposed on Roosevelt,
- “FEven such a shrewd judge of char-
acter as the late Col. Roosevelt was
taken in. But the great test came when
Germany lost the war and the Kaiser
had to flee the country. His career had
come to an end, he was a failure, he was
found out. And what defence did he
offer to an undeceived world? What
justification did this fearless hero offer
for the course he had pursued so con-
fidently for three decades? His famous
interview is the answer. Robbed of his
glittering entourage of impressive uni-
forms, of the camouflage of royalty that
always protected him, he stands revealed
for what he is and always was—a maud-
lin, quaking, whimpering weakling. And,
cowering under the lash of the world’s
accusation, he tells more of himself than
the public has ever suspected. ‘Don’t
blame me! he cried. ‘It wasn’t my
fault. I didn’t do it. My generals are re-
ble. I didn’t want the war. I was
a lover of peace. My generals and my
diplomats wanted war, and I wag thrust
aside without any consideration. My

generals did as they liked and they never
told me anything.
head.”
The Royal Figurehead.

“When an important message arrived
at headquarters I was shoved out of the

I was only a figure-
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room, so they could take i't up among
themselves. ' They tacked Karl Rosner
on to me and sent me around the coun-
try making pretty speeches—anything
5o long as they had me out of the way.
Those nasty diplomats were the ruin of
me. If it were not for them I'd still
be a great man in the eyes of the world.
I didn’t dare open miy mouth to protest.
I was a puppet in their hands. Don’t
blame me, I couldn’t help it!” All of

cause it is amazingly true. The Kaiser
was nothing but a puppet in the hands
of the German war-makers. He ac-|
knowledges it now. Tropped by defeat,
he frankly admits the inferiority which
it had been his life-work to conceal
Robbed of his pose, bhe cringes and
squirms and begs for mercy. He didn’t
do it! Fearing punishment at the hands
of the English, he goes to great lengths
to assure his English interviewer that he
has always loved the people when his
Zeppelins murdered in cold blood. Fear-
ing French. retribution, he effusively in-
sists that he has always been an ad-
mirer of French culture. Fearing the
vengeance of the deceived German peo-
ple, he swears that he has always tried
to lead them into the ways of peace.
Fear is the keynote of his whole confes-
sion. For the first time in his career, he
utters the truth; and then, aware of
how much he has revealed, he grows
alarmed, and retracts the confession. He
didn’t do even that! There never was
a clearer case of inferiority-complex.
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, in this weeks’s ‘‘Digest.”” This splendid map shows added territories awarded by
‘the Peace Treaty—Alsace-Lorraine, Rhemish-Prussia, the Sarre Basin, etc.

‘Does the Treaty Violate
ilson’s Fourteen Points ?

The latest and bitterest blow to German hopes, successively disappointed in the Zeppelins, the
submarines, and the Kaiser, is the discovery that President Wilson and the American people have
not secured for Germany a “soft peace.” German leaders and German papers angrily protest that -
America has “betrayed” the German people. President Ebert declares that in the Peace Treaty
President Wilson “has deserted his fourteen points” while Lundendorff declares after reading the
terms that “if this is peace, America can go to hell ;

In the leading article in THE LITERARY DIGEST this week
American public opinion, as represented by the statements in the leading journals of both coun-
tries, is presented. Each of the fourteen points is carefully ‘analyzed in its relation to the terms of
the Peace Treaty so that the reader may readily understand just how much justification there is in
Germany’s protestations. .
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Other very interesting articles this week are:

What the Regulars Did in the War

With a Comparative Chart Record of Every Regular, National Guard, and National Army, Division Engaged—the
Major Casualties, Artillery Captured, Prisoners Taken, Kilometers Advanced
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by week and keep yourself informed, up-to-date, mentally in
touch with the live currents of umiversal progress.
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