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@OSSIP ANENT ST, VALENTINE'S DAY
AND LEAP YEAR

s
February's Pleasant Asseciations—The La-
dies’ Special Privilege Again Comes
Round—Varied Kinds of Valentinei—

scrvance—Kissing and Proposing—Jas- | 14th, which was St. Valentine’s day, -

!  special in- | tained that the d
Hvery month has its OWF b the bellef that the birds mated at this

terest, history and assoclations. Fel

ruary does not fall behind in any O;I this climate.

these respects, especially when, as in |
this year of grace, it happens to be
Leap-year. ; ;
The special feature of the month i
the extra day bestowed upon it ever;

_fcur years. In the Roman calendar

this day was interposed before the
-24th, or t sixth calend, hence the
term bissextile—twice sixth. The year
in which this occurs is called bissex-
tile ‘or leap year, having some lgter-

_/esting features of its own.

OORATION |

DEDICATED TO THE GOD OF
WATER.

 February was the last month added
to\ the year, and up to 350 B.C., was
the elosing ‘month of the year. It was
then made the second by order of the
Decemvirs, The name signifies purifi-
cation, and the month was not inap-
propriately dedicated to Neptune; the
God of Water. Ovid says:

In ancient times purgations had the

name :
©Of Februa; various customs prove the

same; %
In short, with whatsoe’er our hearts
we hold :
Are purifizl; was Feb
old:
Lustrations are  from h
hence the name N
Of this our month of February came.

The sign in the zodiac belonging to
it is Pisces, or the fishes, as we read

termed of

ce, from

© in Spencer:

-

Then came cold February, sitting
In an old wagon, for he could not

ride, ;
Drawn by two fishes, for the season

fitting, &
. Which through the flood- before did

softly glide.
i .*CANDLEMAS DAY. :

February is a great month for the.

weather prophets, and the 2nd, which
is Candlemas day, or the Purification
of the Virgin, is also known in rgral
.communities as “ground hog day.” It
is the day when that astute animal
first emerges from his winter quarters
to take a sniff of the fresh air. If he
cees his shadow he retires for another
six weeks’ nap. Rhymes and prov.erbs
in all nations attest this superstition
as to the 2nd of February. In Germany
they Say: “The shepherd would rather
see a wolf in his sheepfold than the
sun on Candlemas Day.” In Scotland:
“For every song the mavis sings in
February she’ll lament ere spring is
over.” In England: “When gnats dance

in February the husbandman becomes |

@ beggar.” Innumerable also are.the
rhymes to the same effect:

If Candlemas day be dry and fair,

‘The half of winter was gone at Yule.

If Candlemas day be wet and foul,
The half of winter was gone at Yule.

' Another couplet: devoutly believed
by our forefathérs was:

When the wind’s in the east on Can-
dlemas day, .
There it will stick to the 2nd of May.
~#THE LADIES’ PRIVILEGE.

An old work on *“Love, Courtship
and Marriage,” published in 1606, de-
clares: “It..has now become. part of.
the common law in regarde to social
relations of life, that as often as every
bifsextile year dothe return, the lad-
ves have the sole privelege, during
the time it continueth, of makying
love unto the men, which they either
doe by wordes or-lookes, as toAthem it
seemeth proper; and moreover, noe
man will be entitled to the benefit of
clergy who dothe in anywise treat her
Troposal with slight or contumely.”

JINTERESTING TO LOVERS. 4

In this connection the following veri-
table statistics will interest some of
the readers of The Sunday World. The
details refer to the varied accompani-
arents of a proposal-of marriage. Out
of 100 cases 36 gentlemen take lady in
‘arms, 57 kiss on lips, 4 kiss on cheek,
3 onm eyes, and 2 gentlemen kiss lady
on hand. One gentleman Kkisses lady
on nose (by mistake). There is even
a record of a man Kkissing a lady on |
edge of shawl. Seventy-two hold
lady’s hand, 17 hold it very tightly, 14
have lumps in their throats, and ex-
claim aloud, “Thank God.” Only seven
out of a hundred declare themselves
to be deliriously happy, and 5 are too
full for utterance. Three out of 100
stand- on one foot when they make
proposal and 2 go down on one Kknee,
while 8 make -a formal prelude, some-
thing like the slow music in a play.

The behavior of the lady under the
circumstances is equally entertaining.
Out of 100 cases 81 sink into the arms
of gentlemen, 62 rest their heads on
gentleman’s breast and only 1 sinks
into arms of a chair; 11 clasp their
arms around the gentleman’s neck, §
weep tears of joy silently and 44 weep
aloud, 72 have eyes full of 16ve and 9
out of a hundred rush from the room
and tell everybody. Only 4 are
ereatly surprised, 87 of a hundred
knew something was coming. Five
giggle hysterically and 1 even
sneezes. Only 1 of 100 struggles not to
be kissed, while 6 kiss gentlemen
first. One out of 100 women will say,
** Yes,” but don’t be-a ?&L"

THE XKISS ECCLESIASTIC.

Now, here is something novel in the
kissing line :

At a fashionable wedding party,
just as the happy pair were about to
start on their wedding tour, the pretty
little bride was thanking the clergy-
man who had made her and her choice
one ; on which the reverend gentleman,
who was an old friend of the family
and a Dbit of a wag, sald : * But, my
dear, you have not paid me my fee.”

* What is that ?” asked the bride.

“A kiss. Won't you pay it before
Fou.go ", .

“Of course I will,”
blushing and laughing, and she did.

A severe old maillen lady, standing
by, was terribly shocked at such Je¥i-:
ty, and worse, as she thought it,‘on
the part of the jolly divine, but every-
one else, the bridegroom included,
emiled at the incident. As the old
maid, -a little later, was about to drive
away from the door, she put her head
out of the brougham window and said
severely, as the parson among others
bade her adieu :

‘““ Well, Mr. Clergyman,
that ecclesiastical kiss 7"

“Not now,” he answered.
give it to you another time.
public here !’

She disappeared. The guests roared,
gnd the parson scored. :

{ CUPID IN ¢HURCH CHOIRS.

! It statistics were obtainable on the
Bubject it would be found that of
eingle people who join church choirs a
larger proportion get married within a
ear than among an equal number of
young people that might be selected
anywhere else. Singing, even if it is
about things celestial, sets the deepest
of all earthly emotions going, and. the
hearts chord with each other just as
voices do. If the singer doesn’t discov-
er an affinity in a fellow-singer, it is
pretty apt to be found in the congre-
gation.
a face to match, and a figure to go
with the other two attractions, she has
the best possible opportunity for dis-
playing them. The same principle ap-
Plies to & handsome man. %

how about

M i
So very

she answered, |

If a woman has a sweet voice, |

ERY' FESTIVAL.| »,

3

‘the Lupercal mThl early church,

The day 68 b akye n Febrnsry, o
4th, ted to St. etine, the
S ‘lovers. - Its history is lost in

tron of 1
ge twilight of fable, but it probably

Roman feasts of

hagd its origin in the

with t turned all. such
fesuvnf:.i:to Christian observances, as
far as was possible, in order to win the

. and as this festival ocourred
with the Romans in the middle of
February, the church set apart the

the time for young people to dance a
sing. Some antiquarians have main-
ay had its origin_ in

season, but the birds have too much

Go, Cupid, and my sweetheart tell

I love her well! .
Yes, though she tramples on my hear
And rends that bleeding thing apart;
And, though she rolls a scornful eve,
On doting me when I go by ;
And, though she scouts at everything,
As tribute unto her I bring— -
Apple, banana, caramel
Haste Cupid, to my love nd tell,
In spite of all I love her well!

And further say I have a sled,
Cushioned in blue and painted red !
The grocery man has promised I
Can “hitech” whenever he goes by—
Go tell her that, and, furthermore,
Apprise my sweetheart that a score
Of other little girls implore
The boon of riding!on that sled
Painted and hitched as aforesaid ;
And tell her, Cupid, only she
Shall ride upon that sled with me }
Tell her this all, and further tell

I love her well !

GREAT DAY FOR /PRESENTS.

Feb. 14 used to be a great day for
making presents, as Pepys records :

This morning came up to my wife’s
bedside (I being up dressing myself)
1ittle Will Mercer to be her valentine,
and brought her name written upon
blue paper, in good leters done by him-
self, very pretty; and we were both
well pleased with it. But I am also
this: year my wife’s valentine, and it
will cost me £5, but that I musthave
latd out if we had not been valentines.

Elsewhere he speaks of the costly
presents bestowed upon some of the
Court beauties because they were
chosen as valentines. )

The accldental meeting of young men
with young women early in the morn-
ing made them each other’s valentines
for the year, according to an qld cus-
tom, and young girls often watched the
windows closely that they might meet
the right person. Shakespeare notes
this custom in Ophelia’s song :

Good morrow. ‘tis St. Valentine's day, |
All in the morning betime
And I a maid at your window.

°  Td be your vwalentine.

A modefn poet has recorded the cus-
tom in rhyme :

There is a legend golden—

Clear in my thought it shines— .
That she who's first beholden

On sweet St. Valentine’s ° Y
Shall be to him who chances : ' :

Her features to divine -

The fond one of his fancies— ' |
His bonny valentine.

In our time the observance has been
confined to the sending of tendjqr—
and sometimes of untender—verses.

The mails are fairly burdened and the |
| souls.

carriers groan under them,
Macaulay enjoyed writing and send-

ing valentines to his little nieces. The

care with which he did this every year
is noted in his biography, and shows

| the great historian in a beautiful and

tender light.

Sometimes a flask of choice perfum-
ery, or a dainty lace handkerchief, a
pair of evening gloves, or a fan—gifts
quite permissible under the chaperon-
age of St. Valentine—is sent with the
valentine. A box of flowers with' a
valentine card is a pretty reminder of
the day.

THE DIVINE SENTIMENT.

Charles Lamb writes a flowery invo-
cation to Bishop Valentine, whom he.
thus quaintly and merrily -apostro-
phises : “Thou comest attended with
thousands and tens of thousands of
little loves, and the air is ‘brushed
with the hiss of rustling wings.” Sing-
ing cupids are the choristers, -ahd in-
stead of the crosier, the mystical ar-:
row is 'borne- before thee. In other
words,
charming little missives called valen-

tines cross and intercross each other’

at ‘every street and turning, The
weary postman sinks beneath a load
of delicate embarrassments not his
own. In these little visual interpre-
tations no emblem is so common as
the heart—that little three-cornered
exponent of all our hopes and
fears; the bestuck and bleeding heart;
it istwisted into more shapes than an
opera hat. What authority we have
in history or mythology for placing
the headguarters and metropolis of
Cupid in this .anatomical seat, rather
than any other, is not clear. We
might eafily imagine upon some other
system which might have prevalled, a
lover addressing his mistress thus:
‘My liver and heart are entirely at
your disposal.’ But custom has aw-
arded: the seat of sentiment to the
aforesaid triangle, while its less for-
tunate neighbors wait at anatomical
distance.”

The valentines of to-day are very
much like the valentines of the past,
for .they express the same idea to
which Josh Billings referred in his in-
imitable way: “Luv is the same divine
sentiment, no matter how yu spel it.”
It is neither the spelling nor the poetry
that captivates the youthful imagina-
tion, but the daring expression’of affec-
tion which can be announced in a valen-
tine, but in no other way. No breach
of promise case has ever resulted from
the sending of a valentine. Such a
broposition as this would never be con-
sidered in a court of law, although it
;nay count for much in the court of
ove :

My valentine wilt thou be,
Accept this heart so true;
Pray bestow a thought on me,

For I love only you.

VALENTINE CUSTOMS.

The young people of England and
Scotland kept St. Valentine’s Day for
many centuries by an ancient lottery
eustom, which was very entertaining
and seldom abused in its usage. On
the eve of that day all the lads and
lasses gathered in thelr best attire,
and prepared a number of slips of
baper, on which each one wrote his or
her name in a real or disguised hand,
wh!_ch was then rolled up and deposit-
ed in a hat, to be drawn from in the
way o'f lots. Itach person drew two
valentines, but the maid who drew
could not choose, one of the two valen-
tines being privileged to choose her,
her_ second valentine drawing another
y:?txld.parltrllmtxhl.} \\'u&; all Were provided

1 '3 for ed i -
U;‘ities which followed ?ncmg s
he customs St. Valentine’s
aredalluded tlo b)‘?}(‘,haucer‘ Shak(':pe(l{t‘)c:
and an earlier writer rdge
sung its praise in 1400, P, e

Sir-Walter Scott deals wit -
tom in his “Fair Maiq o}g U}l’eer[t“ljls"
where Catharine leaves the chamber
on St. Valentine’s morning, angd finding
Henry asleep gives him a kiss. Where-
upon the glover, one of the characters
of the story, says: “Come into the
booth with me, my son, ana 1 wil
furnish thee a fitting theme. Thou
knowest the malden who ventures to
kiss a sleeping man wins of him a
pair of gloves.” = This pretty conces-
sion to the custom Catharine accepts.

THE BRIDAL JASMINE THE SYM-
BOL OF TRUE LOVE.
A number of pretty storie§ are told

_ blossom of the orange is. It was used |

this is a day on which the |

and the use of the flowers in that con-
nectlone has become so general that
one alyays assoclates the beautiful
little buds with a wedding. It is sel-
dom that one hears of orange blos-
soms being worn simply as an orna-
ment without getsdde,gvtuce ination of
he sentiment rue %

. 'l.e‘hee Jovely little flower of the sweet
jasmine is as suitable for the decora~
tion of a bride as the more common

many ygars ago for this purpose, long -
before orange blossoms became associ-
ated with weddings ; and the fragrant
jasmine became a symbol cf true love
through a very pretty love story in
ancient Tuscany, in Italy.

A certairr Duke of Tuscany, who pos-

' sessed a beautiful garden filled with-

rare flowers and tropical plants, pro-
cured a small slip of the jasmine or
jessamine, a plant of which he had
never before heard, from a traveler
who was returning from the warm
countries of Asia, and set it among his
most treasured plants. - It rooted and
thrived under the care of his garden-

| er, and soon-grew to be a good-sized

shrub. The Duke was very proud of
his rare plant, and those interested in
floriculture came from afar to see it,
for there was not such another in Eu-
rope ; and he was so fearful lest others
might enjoy what he alone wished to

to guard it jealously, and to give not
a slip, not even a single flower, to any
person. :
HIS GIFT TO HIS OWN: TRUE
LOVE.

The gardener was a good younginan,.
and he would have been faithful
his charge had he not happened tp fall |

| in love with the sweetest peasant

in all Tuscany. The maiden was poor,
and her lover was not much richer,
so. they were unable to marry. On the !
birthday of the peasant the gardener, |
having nothing else to give the maid
of his choice, presented her with a bou-
quet of flowers, and among the otheri
clippings in the bunch there was one |
from the Duke’s cherished jasmine |
bush. Nothing could be too good for |
the gardener’s maiden, 8o in this one |
instance he relaxed his care over the '
‘shrub. The girl, admiring the fresh
buds of the sprig, wished to pregerve |
it, and so placed it in ‘the groiing, |
where it rooted and remained fresh |
and green all the winter,, thus sym- |
bolizing her love for the gardener, and |
in the following spring it grew and'
was covered with blossoms. The little |
bush flourished, and the flowers multl-
plied so under the maiden’s care that
she was able to sell many of the sprigs
for a considerable sum, thus spreading
the unknown flower abroad, and in a |
short time with a spray of the precious
love token at her breast, she was
wedded to the happy gardener.

To this day the Tuscan girls pre-
serve the remembrance of the garden-
er's gift to the maiden by wearing a
nosegay of jasmine on their wedding
day, and they have a .proverb which
says a young girl wearing such a sprig
is rich enough to make the fortune of
a poor husband. §

THE SEASON OF FASTING.

But to turn from love to repentance;
it may be remarked that Ash Wednes-
day usually falls in February, and
marks the commencement of the great
primitive fast which has its origin in
the nature of man. This year it oc-
‘curs on the 19th, when the fashionable
throng ¢ease their gaiety and attend
upon devotion. It is the fashionable
thlng‘;to do ; and it is annually dgne
to "tie betterment of bodies, if not ‘of
Lent begins and at least
brings an outward decorum and a
more regular attendance upon ' the
churches. The setting apart of forty
days for fasting, humiliation and pray-
er, at one season or another, has been
a custom among almost every nation
of the world from time immemorial. A
jeriod of abstemiousness and temper-
ance is essential to bodily well “being,
¢o that even if there were no religious
associations connected with the time
it would be the part of wisdom to ob-
serve it. Roman Catholics,and some
sects of Protestants alike regard it as
a season of fasting and special religious
services, though the former are more
particular as to its literal observance
than the latter,

February is generally a cold, dull
month, and there is need of philosophy
to bear its ills and anticipate the
spring. So with human llteN}

If storm clouds gather on life’s way,

No use to fret about it;

In other climes the sun still shines,

'Twere foolishness to doubt it ;

‘And though it be so dark that we

Can see no silver lining,

This truth we know, for it is so,

The sun is always shining.

And if the night falls dark and drear,
Take courage in believing

That morning light will soon appear ;
There is no use in grieving.

And though sometimes we cannot see
“The cloud with silver lining,”

We know ’tis true, in ether blue,
Somewhere the sun is shining. !

The orb of day salls on its way,
The storms are all below it ;

It needs no sage to turn the page,
And read this truth—we know it!

Then let us bear of life our share,
And try to cease repining ;

This truth we know, through joy or
woe, g
God’sg sun is always shining.

EBOR.

Hearts Avound the Queen.

There's but one theme to look upon,

When through -our ranks — ’tis
Lnown—

The last great conqueror has gone
And reached the British Throne.

The soldiers-may their arms discard
‘When .this last victor’s seen,

Then England sends her bodyguard
0; hearts around the Queen,

Though nothing comfort now imparts,
In spite of watehful care,

There comes to Royal widowed hearts
A grief we'd humbly share.

No martial strains throughout the

lahd—

It is a saddened scene

When love and sorrow take command
Of hearts around the Queen.

Why should mnot England take her
stand
Beside the royal throne ?
For ev'ry sorrow of the land
Our Queen has made her own.
Our soldlers, sailors, colliers—all
Can tell what she has been ;
They’ll answersto the Nation’s call
Of “Hearts around the Queen.”

Only a woman after all— .
The poorest understand, ]
Only a woman after all—
The Queen Who rules the land,
And_ therefore, must all those be true,
Who know what sorrows niean,
The song goes up, “God comfort you,”
From hearts around the Queen.

No word of her the widowed viffe,
On whom the worst must fall'? '\,
For her what’s called “a Dbloodless

strife”
Has cost her—lost her all.
The nation for her has one thought
In grief all unforseen,
It’s her disaster which has brought
All hedrts around the Queen,

“A ploodless victory,” they cry,
We hear no answering cheers;
For England’s flag %is half-mast high—
Her eyes are dimmed with tears,
Yes, with no victory elate,
She gazes on the scgne ;
When death has passed
s d the Queen'
‘roun .
All hearts are 4 e P OOLY.
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AULD LANG SYNE AN OLD 80NG IN A
, NEW DRESS,

P

Written by an Unknewn Writer—Bobby

Burns First Gave 1t to the World as it

18 Now Sung—Melody the Work of the

' Celebrated Englishi Composer William
Shiela. :

It has been said that Charles Kings-
ley gave up his chair of modern history
at one of the English colieges because
he said he considered history “largely &
lle.” Would a scholar of the present
day stake his reputation upon the his-
torical statement that Nero was
monster, or that he fiddled while Rome
was burning? Did Wellington say at
‘Waterloo, “Up, guards, and at ’em,
Did King Alfred the Great allow the
cakes to be burnt in the cottage of
the old woman who had set him to
watch them ? Did he venture into the
camp of the Danes, disguised as a min-
strel 2 And yet these ark all of them
historical statements, and have been
accepted as truth for years.

“History is largely a lie,” when taken
in connection with many of the his-
-torical stories now extant. One writer
has gone so far as to hint that Bishop

possess that he instructed the gardener Buriiet’s history of the Reformation is

“largely =~ lie.”

It may well be, therefore, that “Auld
Lang Syrs.” was mot written by the
author of “Tam o' Shanter,” and that
the world has been fooled in regard to
its authorship for the last century. As

matter of history, Burns never
claimed the song as his. It so hap<
pens, however, that, lilke many anoth-
er ballad that lives in the hearts of
the people, this essentially human song
was written by an unknown’ writer
years before Burns was born, and who

may perhaps have never written any-.

thing else worth remembering.

But even if Burns did not  write
this song, which is included in nearly
every collection of his poems publish-
ed, he was the first to give it to the
world in the form in which we now
know and  sing it. Naturally, the
phrase is of the heather born, and even
old Jamieson in és “Scottish Diction-
ary,” could not hélp growing sentimen-
tal over its soothing words. “To a na-
tive of the country,” he says, “it con-
veys a soothing idea to the mind as
recalling the memory of joys that are
past. It compresses intc small and
euphonious measure much of the ten-
der recollection of one’s youth, which
even to middle-aged. men seems to be
brought from a very distant, but very
To thoroughly know and
understand this beautiful Scottish
song—one of the most famous of all
songs—one must be traveling in dis-
tant lands, and, while revelling in fond
recollections. of the dear ones at home,
have his sympathies and sensibilities
stirred by the magic of the melody as
it falls upofi the ear almost as a di-
rect gift from heaven to the wayfarer.
How often have we Seen the tears
flow even while the ring is being form-
ed, and before a word has been spoken
beyond the name of the song which
draws all hearts together.”

“0ld Lang Syne,” was.a phrase in
use in early times ; it can be traced to
the days of “good Queen Bess,” in con-
nection with the social gathering of the
Scot, and as a oconvival and friendly
song it existed in broadsides prior to
the close of the 17¢h century. An early
version of the song is to found in
‘Watson’s collection of; Sqottish songs,
published in 1711, and it will be seen
from the verse quoted below that
Burns very spiritedly changed the
weakness of the old ppet into the ten-
der and beautiful phrase so peculiarly
pathetic and Scotch.: .

S}X)u(lid old aotlx}gah;lta.‘ncg be forgot,
nd never t t-upon, 5
The ﬂa-meg'dt 1033 exmuiihed;
And fairly past and gone ? 1
Is thy kind heart now grown S0 €O
In that loving breast of thine,
That thou can’st mever once reflect
On Old Lang Syne?

This stanza js from a poem written
by Sir Robert Ayton 70-1638) of Kin-
caldie, the friend of Ben Jonson and
very likely of Shakespeare himself. He
wiolﬁe several pis;:ﬁs of minor po‘z,er.

an Ramsay 0, fore the vent
of Burns, was mwméf’u excellent fe-
putation as a writer of verses and a
compiler of old songs and ballads, soon

‘| seized upon this rough lyrie, believed

to have been “polished” by Francis
Sempill of Beltrus, and destroyed the
intention of the original, in * which
Ramsay casts good-fellowship to: the
winds, and makes love the  keynote :

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
Tho’ they return with scars,

These are the noble hero's lot,
Obtained in glorious wars. i

Welcome, my Vara, to my breast,
Thy arms about me twine,

And make me once again as blest,
As I was Lang Syne.

Allan Ramsay’s song was first print-
ed in his ‘“T'ea Table Miscellaney,” In
1724, from which it was transferred to
the ‘“Musical Museum,” published dur-
ing the sojourn of Burns in Edinburg.
It is believed that there were several
verbal versions of “Auld Lang Syne”
known to the Scotch peasants, and it
may be thereupon set down as decided-
ly a folk-song, and, although it is not
easy to conjecture when the phrase
“auld lang syne” arose as a form of
speech or song, its introduction into
literature is more cerpdin.

Somewhat more-than 100 years ago in
fact, on Dec. 17, 1788, Mrs. Dunlop of
Dunlop, the daughter of Sir Thomas
Wallace, received@ from Burns a letter
in which the following occurs: “Your
meeting, which you so well describe,
with your old school-fellow and friend,
was truly interesting. Out upon the
ways of the world ; they spoil these
social offsprings of the heart. Two
veterans of the world would have met
with little more heart workings than
two old hacks worn out on the road ;
apropos, is not the Scot’s phrase, “auld
lang syne” exceedingly expresive ?
There- is an old song and tune which
has often thrilled my soul. You know
I am an enthusiast in old Scotch songs,
I shall give you the verses.” And he
enclosed the words of “Auld Lang
Syne” as we know them. He continues
somewhat extravagantly : $Light lle
the turf on the breast of =th§ heaven-
inspired poet who composed this glor-
fous fragment ! There is more of the
fire of native genius in it than in half
a dozen English bacchanalians.” The
words duly made thelr appearance in
their final form in 1794, and are as fol-
lows : »

And days o’ lang syne ?
Should auld acquaintafice be forgot,
And never brought to min’!
Should auld acquaintance be forgot;

For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne ;

We'll tak’ a cup o' kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.

We twa hae run about the braeg
And pu’d the gowans fine ;

But we’ve wander’'d mony a weary foot
Sin’ auld lang syne.

We twa hae paidl’t the burn
Frae mornin’ sun till dine;

But seas between us braid hae roar’d
Sin’ auld lang syne.

Angd here’'s a hand, my trusty frien’,
And gie’s a hand o’ thine ;
And we'll tak’ a Tight guid-willie
waught,
For auld lang syne.

And surely ye’ll be your pint-stoup,
And surely I'll be mine ;

And we’ll tak’ & cup 0O kindness yet,
For auld lang syne. :

Between the version of “Auld Lang

~

Proprietor. e o !

Syne” given to Mrs, Dunlop and thn’
published in the ‘‘Musical Museum,’
there is one important difference. In
the “Musical Museum” the last verse
is placed as the second ; and t ar-
rangement was used for some years ;
but the order of the stanzas as given
above is obviously correct. How many
people, in spite of the popularity of
“Auld Lang Syne,” are there who can
stand up on the spur of the moment
and repeat the song rightoff? .
As the meaning of + “willie waught,
what is it ? -Many opinions havebeen
offered ; of which this seems to be a
| better.solution than others: In a col-
lection of Scotch songs published by
Blackie & Son, in 1843 ; . the words
“guid,” or “gude,” and “willle” are
joined together by a hyphen, which
means, We'll take a right good-willing

a' (God he with-you) draught--the draught

of good will and friendship. @ The
, grasping of hands in the same verse
seems pretty strong proof that this is
\ its meaning. In the “Musical Museum”
i the words are signed with a “z,” which
signifies that it is an old song with ad-
| ditions and alterations. Ttis the judg-
ment of the best-informed that the
first, fourth and fifth verses are un-
deniable fragments of an old ditty ; the
second and third verses betray the ten-

| derness and sentiment of the poet him-
gself, and are undoubtedly reconstruc-
tions.

And now we come to the melody of
this fine old song, is it Scotch, Irish, or
what is it? The original air, whch
Burns pronounced mediocre, was soon
abandoned, and one was said to have
been taken from “I Fooled a Lad at
 Michaelmas,” which in its turn was
| taken from g .Strathspey dance tune,
called “The Miller’'s Wedding,” an
was used in Its stead, which tune bears
some resemblance ‘to “Comin’ Thro’
the Rye,” ““Oh; Hey, Johnnie, Lad” and
“For the Sake of Somebody.”

dence points to the fact that the music
of “Auld Lang Syne,” was not com-
posed by a Scoteh or Irish musician,
but is an English production, written
by William Shield, who was born at
Durham in 1748 and buried in West-
minster Abbey in 1829. He wrote the
music of 35 operas, operettas, dramas
. and pantomimes, and to such songs all
were favorites in their day, as “Old
Towler,” “The Thorn,” “The Wolf,”
“The Heaving of the Lead,” “Arthusa,”
“The Post Captain” afld “Auld Lang
i Syne.” .

In 1891 there appeared an article in

The Newcastle Weekly Chronicle, in
which a musical writer devoted a con-
siderable space to a thorough investi-
gation of who wrote the music to “Auld
Lang Syne,” and historical facts bore
him out that the air was first pub-
lished in the opera of “Rosina,” com-
posed by Shield, which had its first per-
formance in London, Dec. 31, 1782. The
' opera met with great success, and the
overture—in which occurs the melody
of “‘Auld Lang Syne,”” was published
separately in 1783. The air became
popular as a pianoforte piece, and being
- thoroughly vocal, afforded others the
opportunity of setting words to it,
which Shield did not do himself.

Thie is the first date of the air, and
is believed to be the air which was
used in the collections of the day.
Burns’ version of “Auld Lang Syne,”
first appeared in 1793, and was set to a
different air from the one we know it
by, and different, too, from Allan Ram-
say’s song of 1840. The present air
and the words of Burns first appeared
together 12 years after Shield’s “Ro-
sina’” was given to the public.

There is another point in favor of
Shield : When he had occasion in his
operas to introuduce the melodies of

obligations. The air known as ‘“Auld
Léang Syne” is distinctly claimed
as his own composition; there-
fore, as no one has - for a
century or more been able to dis-
dence that his statement ds true, and
‘| that he is entitled to be proclimed the
compeser of this immortal sons.

“Auld Lang Syne”’ was introduced
and sung on the Edinburgh stage in
1819 in an adaptation of Scott’s “Rob
Roy,” and again before His Majesty,
King George IV. in 1822 by the actor
Iwho played the part of Francis Os-

baldistone. But whether the air:is
Scottish or English in its originality,
it is one of the world-wide famous
songs and shares its popularity with
“Robin Adair,” of which we have pre-
viously given some account,

A writer has said: *There is a
touching sweetness in Scottish poetry
that is unknown to the statelier pro-
ductions of the English muse, and that
makes it eminently the poetry of the
heart,” and here we shall forever find
the words of “Auld Lang Syne.”

If the story of this famous song as
we have given it be “largely a lie” it
stands on the same footing with other
< historical stories, the truth of which is

a matter of doubt. But “Auld Lang
Syne’ has the advantage of Nero, King
Alfred and Wellington—they are of the
dead, while the song of Burns, who is
to be credited with the words as now
sung, will ever be a living inspiration.

. BENJ. F. STEVENS.

WHICH IS THE LORD’S DAY ?
And What is the r;:;er )T:y to Observe

Creat prominence fs constantly
given to the demands of Sabbatarians
for the proper observance of Sunday,
or the Sabbath. It is commonly taught
and supposed that certain observance
of the Sabbath is obligatory on all
Christians. It may astonish many to
examine on what grounds such teach-
ings and suppositions rest.

The Fourth Commandment is fami-
liar to all. It enjoins total abstinence
from labor on the seventh day, the
day of rest. In Ixodus 31 it is also
stated that every one that defileth the
Sakbath shall be put to death, for
whosoever doeth any work thereon
that soul shall be cut off from among
his people; who doeth any work on the
Sukbath day, shall surely be put to
death. In other parts of the same
book it is enjoined that fires shall not
be kindled and food shall not be cook-
ed on the Sabbath day. We are told
of one man who was put to death for
kindling a fire on the Sabbath day.

©Of Christians generally it may be
caid that priests and people alike light
fires, cook and perform other work on
the day, either personally or by the
agéncy of their servants. The Bible
declares that a Sabbath day’s journey
is seven and a half furlongs, a little
less than an English mile. We know
to what extent this limitation is ob-
served at the present time. The fact
that the commandments refer to the
seventh day of the week is entirely
disregarded sdve : by the sect of
Seventh Day Baptists and the Jews.
The change from the seventh day to
the first is entirely  without any Secrip-
tural warrant, although it is on the
authority of the Bible that all claims
to the observance of the Sabbath are
based. But granting that the change
in days is proper, the fact remains
that none of the Sabbatarians obey
the commands set forth concerning
the day in the Old Testament.

Moreover, if the observance of the
Sakbath is binding on Christians, them
all the other requirements of the Jew-
ish law are equally In force upon
Ctristians. Ordinarily, it 1{s taught
that the ceremonial observances of the
Jews were abrogated, except in regard
t> the Sabbath. As a matter of fact,
there is absojutely no authority for
such teaching. The whole of the Jew-
ish law, including the observance of
the Sabbath, is treated as a whole in
all the New Testament teachings, and
no distinction in favor of the Sabbath
can be found stated or implied in any
pert of the Christian books.

The Apostle Paul declares : “Let no
man, therefore, judge you in meat, or

To come to the point, strong evi~|to any other people.

other writers he was careful in every:
instance to studiously acknowledge his:

prove Shield’s claim, there'is every evi-

| day; or of the new moon, OF of the
Sabtath day, which are a shadow of

| things to come, but the body is of

CrLrist.” The :W‘ places all- the
features of the law in the same cate-
.gery—that they are not binding on the
Christian conscienge. ; .

Christ gives no re-enactment the
law concerning the observance of\ the
Sabbath day. On the contrary, \his
sole reference to it was when he Of-
fecnded the Jews by his carelessness
fulfilling the rigid decrees of the Ol
Testament for its observance. Of it he
said in defence of his conduct : “The
Son of M.a‘,n is Lord even of the Sab-
bath day.’ :

‘All of the New Testament writers
are silent concerning any duty on the
pert of Christians to observe the Jew-
ish day after the Jewish faghion.

One important incident in the nar-
rative given in the book of the Acts
bears directly on the subject. This is
the first council of the Christian
church, that which was held at Jeru-
salem to consider a question submit-
ted by the Christians of Antioch. The
question was as to whether or not the
Gentiles who became Christiany were
bound to follow the Jewish law as to
civeumeision and other requirements of
the law. of Moses, 3

This council made the following re-
port : “For it seemed good to the
Holy Ghost and to us to lay upon you
no greater burden than these neces-
‘sary things, that ye abstain from
meats offered unto idols, from things
.strangled, and from fornication; from
which if ye keep yourselves ye shall

ell.”

he authority of the council is un-
Lestioned in the Christian church. It
aetermins once and for all just how
much of the old Jewish law is to be
ccnsidered as binding upon the follow-
ers of Christ. The, Jewish law was
| Biven to the Jewish people, and nevar
It was binding
upon them, but never on Christians, or
any other race. There is no hint
given anywhere that an exception was
made by which the Jewish Sabbath be-
came obligatory o' other races, or on
| Chkristians. 3

| According to the New Testament,
the early Christians were in the habit
of assembling in the evening of the
first day’ of the week for worship.
{ They met to break bread in remem-
' brance of Jesus, because o that day
| he rose from the dead, | t in the
texts of the New Testamenf, as well
'as in ecclesiastical history, we flnd
nothing that goes to show that the
' early Christians had any idea of keep-
ing a Sabbath or that on that day
they discontinued their ordinary avo-
cations. In thousands of instances, it

Christians of those days to rest on the
first day of the week, inasmuch as
‘they were the servants of Jewish or
heathen masters, who wbéuld not have
permitted to them a day of idleness
for the sake of the Man of Nazareth.
One passage often quoted in this con-
nection is that of the Book of the:Re-
velation, where St. John says, “I was
in the spirit on the Lord’s day.” The

number of times in the Bible, referring
to the day when the Lord shall come
in his second advent. There is no rea-
son to forbid understanding this pass-
age in the writing of St. John as a
reference to that day of the Lord’s
second coming. } 3

In his viSion he was, as it were, pre-
sent in the spirit at that time, and
then he beheld the revelation of the
wonders that shall at last come upon
the earth. If this 1nterpretation be
not accepted, the text cannot possibly
prove more ‘than the mere fact that
the early Christians were in the habit
of referring to the first day of the
week, or some day, as the Lord’s day.
There is no suggestion that Christians
observed it in accordance with the let-
;erhor the spirit of the Jewish Sab-

ath.

A just statement of the apparent fact
is that the whole Mosaic code was ab-
regated by Christ, who was the sub-
stance of which the law was the
shadow, and“no part of the observ-
ance- by :Israel is binding on Chris-
tizns, except those parts which have.
been reaffirmed by Christ, or by those
who have left us the record of His life
and teachings. It is fair to believe
that there is something more than
niere chance in the fact that every one’
of the commandmentg in the decalo-
gue is recommended in the New Testa-
ment, with the one notable exception
of the fourth, that which requires the
cbservance of the Sabbath day.

As to the value of the Christian Sab-
bath observance there can be no doubt.
This is not designed to serve ag an
argument against the worth of it as a
Christian institution. It is not intend-
ed as a protest, for no one more than
the writer has a profound regard for
the sanctity of the day, and a hope
for its universal maintenance. But it
is usual to accuse those who do not
observe the day in accordance with
the rigid views of the Sabbatarians of
blasphemy, rejection of duties imposed
by the Bible and disregard of Christ’s
mandates. Such charges are too
severe, since there is no evidence
whereby they can be justified. It has
been shown that to-day none obey the
positive commands of the Old Testa-
ment concerning the proper observ-
ance of the Sabbath, and that there is
no hint to be found anywhere that
Ckristians are bound by the Jewish
duties of the day. T. Y. DABB.

INCIDENTS AND ODDITIES.

A Variety of Things Remarkable and In
teresting, —
A London assistant school-mistress
recently® wrotle to the Dafly Telegraph
that she has now full conviction of
the inutility of attempting to instil
into the minds of nine-year-old girls-a
krowledge of the most ndite
branches of astronomy. She says
that, according to instructions, she ex-
plained to her class, some t ago,
th: uses and purposes of the z %
The other day she resumed the
trcnomy lesson, and in order to test
the recollection of the pupils, she ask~
ed, “What is' the zodiac ?’. ‘“‘There
aren’t none, now, ma’'am,” replied a
little girl;’ “it’'s bust up.” ‘“What'’s
burst up ?”” said the teacher, in great
surprise. “The sgody-urk,” answered
the girl, “where they make the sody-
water, and father’s been thrown out
of work.” ’
A MECHANICAL HORROR. 1
Perhaps the strangest of all clocks
to be found in India, being one in pos-
session of a Hindu prince. According
to a description, published in “Ma-
chinery,” (South Africa),near the dials
of an ordinary looking clock is a large
gong, hung on poles, while under-
reath scattered on the ground is a
pile of artficial human skulls, ribs, legs
and arms, the whole number of bones
in the pile being equal to the number
of bones in twelve human skeletons.
‘When the hands of the clock indicate
the hour of one, the number of bones
reeded to form a complete human
skeleton come together with a snap;
by some mechanical eontrivance the
skeieton springs up, seizes a mallet,
ahd, walking up to the gong, strikes
cne blow. This finished, it returns to
the pile and again falls to pieces.
Wken twoe o’clock arrives, two skele-
tons get up, and strike, while at the
hour of noon and gmldnlght the en-
tire heap springs up in the shape of
twelve skeletons, and strikes, each one
afier the other, a blow on the gong,
and then fall to pieces, as before.

OLD PLAYGOERS.

In an article on Colley Cibber in
“The Shakespearean,” edited by Mr.
A. H. Wallthereisgiven an extract
from Cibber’s Apology, conveying a
picture of the\playgoers of the time.

“The play is now over,” writes the
pcet, fand the sparks who, while it
was ting, rallied the visor-masques,

laighed aloud at their own no-jests,

would have been impossible for the

bhrase, ‘“the Lord’s-day,” is used a.

the “ladies in:the boxes; and, im fact,
i minded everything but ithe > esenta~

| tion that brovght them thither, begin K

!ta flle off apd gravely: debate
and where to spend the evening.
last the tavern ig pitched upon, the
room taken, and our learned critics in
pleasure seat themselves to feast and
drink, having first put aside their

wigs,, muffs, and swords. As the wine,

circulates, the sparks open thelr
hecrts—if they have any—and talk
glibly about ladies and the favors they
have received from them. Now the
talk gets thicker and thicker, the af-
fairs of the nation are settled, points
of honor discussed, and at last a
3{1&51 begdmtsx;‘ Ctme calls another a

iain, an reatens to cut his throa
and with that he throws a bottle a.%
‘the other’s head; the glasses go to rack,,
the table is overturned, nothing but
dicorder and confusion is in the room,
and all this mirth and jollity con-
' cludes in murder !

i REMARKABLE CASE OF TRANCE.

Mr. George R. Sims has published a,
record of his travels on the continent
and elsewhere, under the title of

“Dagonet Abroad,” in which he tells & -

remarkably good story of ature
burial. It originally apmg'gm some
years ago in “Mustard and Cress,”
Wwhere I read it; but “cum grano salis.”
Perhaps I wronged the genial Dagonet;
;tor he has again repeated the story,
| which may entertain your readers, to

| SCme of whom it may be unfamiliar. -

Anyhow, here is the story : .

A gentleman’s corpse was brought in
itg casket to a faghignable undertak-
er's in Spain and -deposited on the
bremises. The undertaker was giving
;C}Sll:. Whex:' the ball was at its

H a gen n in full eveni
dress suddeng joined the cémpanng
e danced with the wife of the under-
taker, and he danced with the under-
taker’s daughter, and seemed to be
theroughly enjoying himself.  The
urdertaker thought he knew his face,
but did not like to be rude and ask
him his name; but by-and-by all the
guests departed, and the strange gen-

tleman wag the only one left, “Shall
I serd a~cab for you ?” sald the
host at last. “No, thank you,” replied

Jthe_g’entlema.n. ; “I'm staying in the
house.” ' “Staying in the house !” ex=
claimed the undertaker. “Who are
you, sir ?” “What—don’t you know
me ? I'm the corpse that was brought
,:z_z ttll:lg :.Ittternopn." ‘The undertaker
n ernoon.”” The undertaker,
herrified, ﬂ:ded to the mortuary-
room and found the coffin empty, His
wife and daughter had been dancing
with a corpse! An explanation, of
course, followed. The gentleman, who
had only been in a trance, had sud-
denly recovered, and, hearing musio
and revelrry above, and having a keen
scnse of humor had got out of his
coffin—the Spanish coffin closes with
a lid, which is only locked just pre-
vious to Interment—and joined the
festive party. He was quite present-
able, as in Spain the dead are. gen=
erally buried in full evening dress.

NELSON’S. CONFIDENCE IN HIS
SEAMEN,

% ¥ - »

It is related of Nelson that when he
‘was ‘before Russia in Corsica, from
which General Dundas had retréated,
he remarked: “What the ‘General
could have seen to make a retreat
necessary. I cannot comprehend. X
thousand men would certainly take
Buastia; with five hundred and my ship
Agamemnon, I would attempt it. My
seamen are now what British seamen
ought to be, almost invincible.  They
really mind shot no more than peas.”
The event justified his boldness, for
6000 troops laid down their arms to
1200 soldiers and sailors. After the
surrender of Bastia, Nelson sald: “I
vas always ‘of dpinion—I have ever
acted up to it; and never had :ny
Teason to repex&t 1!gt—t.ha:l: quﬁne Engl™§-
man, was, an S , to three

renchmen,” . - 3 3

TALLGIRES,. .

Many mothers have for some time
recognized that thely* daughters have
surpassed them in stature, For moré
thaw”a generation now, the rearing
gm!f Sluca.tlon of s'll‘m £

ue on something approaching 'to
rational m-lnclrplee.g The n‘o-eanednq'w
ccmplishments’” have given place t
phylk-,tatl t(;:ldnlnx; the laws of hi
are atten to with  greater regard
than the ancient “proprieties.” The
amount of time devoted to out door
exercise and games is three-fold what
was given up to the regulation “board-
ing-school parade.” These and other
similar significant changes have told
upon the’ physical development of wo-
}nen in this country. They have been’
n operation also in America. It has
been ascertained that the average
lergth of skirts made in fashionable
dressmakers’ shops in the States is
45 inches; a few years ago it was only
42, Tennis, golf ,etc., must continué
to tell in favor of an increase of tht
stature of the fair sex, Will cycling
ccunteract the influences that are
making for height ? Or will tall girls
acquire the “cyeclist’s stoqp” ?

THE BALLOONS FROM BESIEGE]
: PARIS, »

It fs a quarter of a century since
%?ﬁ'?he"emn’:"a”“m" was thrilled

amu s ) “ -
loon from beleaguered Ptﬁa.m‘ gz’; mla!
than 169 persoss so left the French
cepital and the survivors—so the
Paris correspondent of the London
Stendard tells us—have just formed,
themselves into society. Of the sixty-
six- balloons which left the city, carrry-
ing in their cars not only three persons.
but 3,000,000 letters and 363 pigeons,
which were intended to return to Paris
‘with dispatches, and two boxes of
dynamite, fifty-two fell in France, five
in Belgium, four in Holland, two -in
Prussia, and one in Norway; and two
were lost at sea. FEighteen of the
balloons felr within the tnemy’s lines.
gxse .tl;’ese five were captured by the

emy,

) TWENTY AT A BIRTH., -

< Water-street, said the New York

18 one day last week, 18 a present
greatly exercised over an instance of
a family increase quite unprecedented
in that neighbérhood, whete extraor-
dirarily large families are common.
To the family in question there came
Wednesday night twenty healthy._and
L well developed babies—dog babies.{The
mother, with her interesting progeny, -
lives beneath the bar of Michaek
O’Connor’s saloon. “I brought her
over from Ireland four years ago,’”
said Mr. O’Connor proudly. *‘Sh& was
‘a little black pup then;not much big-
 ger than one of her own. She is six
years old, now, end I ‘think ghe's
broken the record eo far as births are
concerned. She’s a Newfoundland
dog, but she has a little St. Bernard
blcod in hery though you wouldn’t
think so from her-black coat.”
purpies are coal black, as 1is their
mother, whoSe name is Nell. The
mother is unable to feed them all, and
consequently she 1s in a rather sav-
age mood about it.

ALBANI HAD AN,Q\DVEN‘I"URE.

Albani*had advénture in Quebed
last week? She had driven ouf of the
city, and returning was, she says,
“‘stopped at the toll gate and con~
fronted with a request for fifteen cents,
Tke situation was truly embarrassing,
I had not my purse nor any money
in my possession. Vainly I pleaded
tkat I had not wherewith on my pes~
son to comply with the demand, Final-
ly I succeeded in assuring that it was
no my intention to defraud the core
poration of fifteen cents, and when I
revealed -fdentity to him his sure
prise was unbounded. “You are Mad-
ame Albanl,” he exclaimed with
tropical fervor, “why, do shake hands
with me.” We gave each other a
cordial grasp of the hand and parted
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in drink, or in respect of an holy,

censured the dress and beauty of all

gcod friends’t 3 . i

% - 4

L4

e

g b

W



