
- THE —
INLAND WATERWAYS

OF CANADA
A FRANK DISCUSSION OF OUR TRANPORTATION

PROBLEM

TriMpwItlim ii the aoit imp«rlinl mltritl and (conomic quM-
lim btlor* th< pcspl* of Cinad* la-dtj.

RELATIVE CHEAPNESS OF RAIL AND WATER
TRANSPORTATION.

Ttic C'aliiidiari (lOVf'rnniritt'.t rclwrt oit llip pro|Ki.s«><t (lenrj^ian
llo.v Canal MUOSi statps liriiflj', unci well, tli.> rplalivi' nwt i>f walcr
and rail tranHpiirtatlun, on pagi'M 31li*-:|!M>, an foljow-f;-

"It U well knuwn now, that trarisportatum by water on a (ir»t-
cla«» «liipviBy u not only ilicapcr than liy rail, liy often niuth <iuieker.

It M reeoKnized in the United Statiii that the average move-
ment of freight liy rail is only twenly-five miles per day, or al)out
one mile pc. hour, including of eoiiiw, all delays at stations and
at terminals, where ears are fre.|Uently side-traiked for several
days. Anyone eonvenant .with the movement of freiglit on the
(Jreat Lakes can sw that the average there is eonsiderahly alpovc
this figUTe.

Mr. JoMph E. Ranidtll, President of the Natioiul Rifera
and Harbourt Coniress, in tin- .Vnnals of the American .Veademy
of Political and Social .Scietiee, states;

—

"As to the relative cost by the two methods, there can lie
no difference of opinion. 'I he Intirstatc Commerce Commis-
sion reported that the average cost of moving freight liy rail
in llHMi was 7.48 mills p*'r ton per mih'. 'llie statistical re-
port on the lake commerce for !!)()« liy Colonel Davis, U. S.
E. C, shows it cost to move over 51,000,000 tons through
the Sault Ste. Marie canal last year . S4 of 1 mill [kt ton
per mile or oae-ninth of the average rail rate.

From the best information I can gel after a careful study
of the subject, I am convinced that waterv ay trai.sp<irtation
in this country, under favourable conditions, costs only about
one-sixth as much as the average cost by rail. 'Ihe above
remarks apply to the lakes and rivers and furnish iinanswerable
arguments for their improvement."
He further stales that practically all expenditures on water-

ways have been profitable investments. Ihey have turned in
reduced freight rates to the United States people from 100 to 200
per cent, yearly.

There is no doubt that money expended at pre:sent, on well
advised improvements of harbours and rivers is a wise expenditure
which benefits the entire country."
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