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to be, with negligible exceptions, what is north
and what is south of those two rivers. It is and
always has been the Mason and Dixon's line of
Europe.

All of these peoples mould their institutions,
from the habiU and customs forced upon them
by their surroundings. The members of the
tribe of the Suevi, now Swabians, were not al-
lowed to hold fixed landed possessions, but were
forced to exchange with each other from time to
time, so that no one should become wedded to the
soil and grow rich thereby. Readers of history
will remember, that Lycurgus attempted similar
legislation among the Spartans, hoping thus to
keep them simple and hardy, and fit for war.
How man;, hundreds of years, these various

tribes were working out their rude political and
domestic laws, no man knows. The imaginative
historian pushe.s his way through the mists, and
sees that the tribes who lived in the Scandinavian
peninsula were forced by their cramped territory
to become fishermen and sailors, and cultivators
of small areas of land, accustomed therefore
to rule themselves in small groups, and hence
independent and markedly individualist. Such
historians divide even these rude tribes sharply
between the patriarchal and the particularist.
The particularist commune developed from the


