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intemperance, luxury and luft dcftroy the health of men ;

floth and prodigality make them poor ; and pride and ambi-

tion create quarrels and revenge, and a train of other mifer-

rics, which men, by indulging their iiifts and paffions, bring

upon themfelves, and are the fure punifhmcnt of their vices.

Intemperance is generally the origin of diftrcfs to men in

every filuation j rich and poor equally feel its direful efFedls.

Drunkennefs deftroys the faculties, enervates the frame, in-

flames the blood, lets loofc the paflions, and leads human na-

ture into breaches of the commands of God ; and brings on

calamities, dcftrutSlive to rr.an's peace of mind, and hopes of

felicity, either in this life, or in that which is to come.

Thefe commandments were delivered by the Almighty,

and dictated by his vvifdom. They are replete with the moft

faiutary truths, rules and reftridions j fuited to the under-

ftanding of men, ?nd (o well adapted to corred all irregular

paiCons and propenfities, that to aiSt contrary to them, is to

aft contrary to our very nature, our happincfs and our trueft

intereft ; therefore, they verify our Saviour's declaration

before mentioned, that his yoke is eafy, and his burthen is

light.

Cavillers at religion, have however arrogantly difputed

the juftice of Providence ; %ing, that God permits the

wicked to profper, and, as the Pfalmift fays, to fpread like

a green bay tree i* when the godly are deprefTed and borne

down. It muft be confefTed, that to our weak apprehcn*

fions, the ways of Providence arc often dark and intricate.

We cannot fathom them
; yet we may be certain of this,

that the Almighty cannot err, and that his goodnefs will in-

cline

• Pfalm xxxvu. 35, 36. But fee on thit liead, Pfalmlxxjii; where it

it declared, that the ungodly who proipcr, are ftt in Hippsry pi.cea, and their

I'ertruftion ia fuddcn and fearful.
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