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isount dea^h as tlie greatest punishment that can he inflicted ; andwo apprehend that the Doctor wouhl question the s.-mity of him
who HhouM affirm of a criminal that had heen hun- by the neck
untd ho was rfca«f, dead, DEAD, that he had escaped punisV
ment altogether

! Neither does the law look to the denrreo of
pam inflicted as tho punishment : it is the depriving the crim/nal
ot his life that, ni the eye of the law, constitutes the punishmen\
Jlow, M.on, can the Doctor reasonably think tliat deprivin-.'
a man of e/m^a/ /(/•(', with all its glorious realities, is permir.
ting the rebel to " oscapo punisbment altogether ?" He con-
tinues :

—

"Surely thoughtg of this kind would be far from him Fewouhl see no escape for an impenitent transfrrossor. He xci\^\ twish It were not so, but stern impartiality would forbid any differ-^U conclusion. In fact, nobody thinks at first of explaining the
Jvew lestament otherwise than in agreement with the generally
received doctrine." *' ""^^"'v

If the Doctor can cite us an instance of an unprejudiced
reader of tho Bd)]e coming to a conclusion in " agreement with
the generally received doctrine," his remark wTll have some
point

;
otherwise, it is a pure assumption. For our i^art, we

cannot see how such an one could conceive the idea of eiernoJ
torment for the wicked when God has never said a word about
\i\ As to " explaining "'

the " clear and decisive statements
"

of the Word of God 11 reference to the punishment of the
wicked,^ it is clearly a work of supererogation better befittln-^-
a Romish Priest than a Protestant divine. Let the Doctor
adhere to the statement he has advanced, "God onhi can
answer, for He only knows." This is his own position, and, if
correct, man has nothing to do with '' explaini,ff'' what the
Deity alone comprehends. There are " clear and decisive state-
ments by which the controversy is to be settled;" let the Doctor
abide their decision. He continues :

—

" And here let me offer a remark to which, in my opinion, con-
siderable imj.ortance is to be attached. It is to be carefully noted
that God's book is a plain book ; it is indeed as ' hij^h as heaven '

and • deep as hell,' and contains lepresentations which the miVht-
ipst minda cannot comp.'-ehend ; but in reference to those truths
the right knowledge of which is essential to our hapniness and
safety, it may be affirmed without fear of contradiction that the
sajnngs of the Bible are clear and easy to be understood. Araous
these are the declarations ot the inspired writers respecting the


