
Wealth is the univeraal measure of good things. Wealth is

the secret of power in the Church and in the State. To gain it

appears to many tu l>o the sum total of human hap[)ines8. To
lose it seems to lose all that nnikcs life worth having.
An immense responsibility, therefore, rests upon the clergy

and laity of our chureli, for there is l)at one gospel standiird for
both, to be a holy body. More dutiful, unostentatious, self-

sacrificing piety is rerpiirod in all of us, juul u deei)er study of
JFoly Scripture, because objections iire commonly urg(>d ngjiin^ t

its inspiration and authenticity, which formerly wen; never
heard of; and a m >ih dutiful obodionco to the rules laid down
ixi our book of Common Prayer, for liow can we exi)ect our
flocks to comply with our exhortations, if wo break the rules of
the Church every day of our lives, an<l our wliole tone and tem-
per be adverse to its spirit ] How can the loose morality and
sinking faith of multitudes in every land ho looked upon
without a jealous fear for our own condition 1 When a notorious
atheist and teacher of immorality, who would take an oath, re-

garding it as a farce, is elected to the British Parliament, and
when legislators nearer home proclaim themselves absolved from
all reference to Scripture rules in matters where the very basis
of faith and morality rests on the word of God, we may well
see what firmness and courage are required of us to stand stern-
ly by the truth of Scripture, and to abide by its holy and i)rudent
restraints upon our passions. Nor is there a more important
source of strengtii in our ellbrts after holiness than quietness,
properly understood. Tlie mechanical inventions of modern
religionism aro so complicated, and its demanils so incessant
and imperious, that a clergyman in the full tide of po])ularity
seems deprived of time for reflection, study and meditation.
Hurried from platform to platform, incessantly framing motions
and contriving constitutions, soliciting new speeches or deliver-
ing them himself, ho is in danger of becoming a talking ma-
chine, suddenly sot in motion, without control, direction or
profitable result. ILoliness seems frittered away and broken
into loose fragments by never-ending excitements of the mor(>
intellect, foi-getting that " the talk of the hps le.uloth oidv to
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