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The Provincials continued their retreat till they i^y^;
arrhred in the borders of the river Sorel, whiett w^
k\h into the St. Lawrence at the diftancc of about
146 Aiks from Quebec, where they joirtcd lomc
of thofe reinforcements that had not been able to
proceed fawher to their affUtance ; but the whoia
were now funk in fpirit, and debilitaiced in ad. To
complete their misfortunes, the fmail-poathid fprcad
tkoogh all their quarters.

Thcfc difcouraging circumftances were not fuffi-

cicht to damp the (firk of enterpriac in their S7i"j
leaders. A vury daring, and not aUaid pUa, fed at the
was formed for the fiirprize of die kHigs forces Three
at the Three Rivers ; which, if it had been attend- J^"«"-

ed with all the fucceft it was capable of, mrgbt have
bc(in ranked among the moft confidcrablc military
at<;hicvements of that nature.

The Briti^ and Brunfwick forces were at this
rfmc much feparated. A confiderable body were
ftaiioHedat the Three Rivers under the command
of »irjidier General Frazer. Another imdcr that
of Brigadier General Nefbit, lay near tfacm on
board the tran^t. A greater than cither alonif
wrih the Generals Garleton, Burgoync, ^Philips and
the German General, Reidcfcl, \vere in ievcral
-to'ifions by land and water, on the way to Quebec,
the dtftance from Sorel was about fifty imile^ and
fcveral armed vdTels, and tranfports full of troops,
which had got higher up than Three .Rivers, layM
in the way. '

In the face of all thofe difficulties, a^bady of about
2000 men, under the command of a. Major General
Ihompfon, embarke' .it Sorel in fifty boats, and
coaft^ftg thefouth fide of what is called the Lake of
J>t. reter, where the St. Lawrence ipreadsito-a great
extent,^ arrived at Nicolet, from w|iencc they fell
-vwu uic nver Dy mgtit, and palled toithc mother fide,

* with


