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itcd by refcntiAeftt and indignation, which are but tfah-

Ctoi^y and galling ties, than h-/ the fober well-weighed

J)rinciplcs of a natural and permanent union ? All thcfe

toitildcrations feem to evince, that an eternal divorce

fi-oin the capital would be a great and grievous misfor-

tune to the Eriglifh colonies. '
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One may g6 a little farther, and altert, that were it

In the pOwer of the European nations who reign in the

licw world to bring about this great revolution, it would

Hot be their intereft to wifli it. This may be a paradox,

perhaps, in the eyes of thofe ftates who fee their colonies

continually menaced by an invafion at their doors.

They conclude, no doubt, that if Englarid was not fo

ftrong In America, they would there enjoy in peace,

thofe riches, which flie envies and often raviflies from

them. It cannot be deriied that England dei-ives the

influence flit; is miftrcfs of, ci^ecially in the} new world,

from the extent and population of her northern colo-

nies. It is they v^ho put it in her power to attack at

all times, with advantage, the ifles and the continent of

other liations, to conquer their lands or to ruin their

commerce. But let it be donfidered that this crown

hath, in the other quarters of the glob", interefls which

day run counter to her progrefs in America, which

may haiAper or* retafd her enterprises there, which may
atiriih'late her conquefts by the neceffity of i-eftltutions,

Gut the knot which ties old Bi-itain to the newj foon

Would the northern colonies alond pofTefs more force

than they ha^e now united to thri mother-country. This

vaft continent fet loofe from every convention in Europe

would enjoy .he Kbdrty, the command of all her oWii

movements. It would then bfcome a meafure of equal

imporiancc and facility for her tO feize thofe lands whdfe

treafurtfs might fupply what the mediocrity bf her own
productions dehies her. Her independent poiltion would

enable her to complete the preparations for invaiiou,
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