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Tfiftcesas were remarkable for their Ambition and

"Wealth; and as loon as they had extradbtd as ^^j.

much from them as they could, they always forud ^ '

fome Pretence or other for fettingup a Country*

of thetrown, under whofe Proteftion theyman
might enjoy the Riches derived to them, in thii

Manner, from other Nations, until fuch Tfme
as the HoUfex>f !^»/?r7tf became fb powerful, as

ID put an End to thefe Sort of PraAiccs, by af-

fiiming a new Kind of Influence, which though

it left the Appearance of Eleftion, fecured an

Hereditary Defcent of the Imperial Dignity irt

their Family. >'"^^/^*^^
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\ I am very far frorti blaming this Difpofition in

the German Princes, bccaufe it wa« founded on a

Spirit of true Patriotifm, by which they conver-

ted all Things to the Service of their Country ; in

which they fought, by all the Methods poffiblc,

to fix the Power and Riches of Europe : A Prin-

ciple from which they have never hitherto varied,

ferther than the VicilTitudes natural to fublunary

Things have 'rendered it necefTary ; and in thele

Variations, they have fhewn fuch Prudence, fuch'

Firmnefs, and fucli Warmth of publick Spirit,

as is not only extremely commendable, but wor-
thy alfo ot Imitation 5 that is, not to Difguife my
Thoughts, it ought to put other Nations on adling

upon the like Princi[)les, that they may preferveand
promote their own Happinels. It was from this

Motive, that in the thirteenth Century, feveral

free Cities in Gerf}ian\\ by leaguing themfelves to-

gether, created that furprizing Republick, intitled

the Teutonic Hanfe^ by which they engrofTed all

the Trade of Europe, for above two hundred Years,

to themielves. It is indeed a great pity that we
have not a clear and diftindt Hiftory of this won-
derful AfTociation, which docs more Honour ta
^- - '- •::

: :; . ... -.-^-^y^,:: Commerce,

4
'.'jii.:


