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Ferrara has the appearance of decay. It retains,

as velliges of its former grandeur,- the palace of the

princes of the houl'e of £(le, built in a bad llyle of

architefturci an ancient cathedral, a (Irong citadel,

and fpacious ft reels. Ariollo's monument is Ihewn

at the Benediftine convent.

Our iraveller.'s felt at Ferrara, very ferionfly, the

ciTefts of a tranfition from the mild air of Naples to

the feverity of a northern latitude, and rcgrclicd that

they had occaflon to quit the fouthern pans of Italy

{b early in the year.

On leaving Ferrara, they proceeded four miles by

land, to Ponte di Lago, where they embarked in a

very commodious vcffel large enough to receive

both their carriages, and floated down the (Ireain of

the Po, which has here a noble breadtli. They
dined, and flept on boaid in lomc tolerable beds that

their courier made up; and next morning they en-

tered the Taglio, and were towed along the canal by

the fide of dreary Lagiine, (pread out half water and

half mud. They left the carriages at Tudna, and

entering the open Lagunc had a line view of Venice.

They glided through rows of liandfoine p^ilaces

lining each fide of the great canal, and were landed

at Peirillo's door, near the Kialio, of whuh, the

beautiful arch is blemiftied by the eRcd of lliups and

houfes built upon it.

The Venetians, to whom they had letters, treated

ihem with much aii<?iition, and an hofpitaliiy more

liberal than that of Koine or Naples. They give

fplendid entertainments, though their private tables

are fcrved with great ccconoiny. Tlii;y live in hand-

fomc palaces, many of them built from the dcfigns

of Palladio and other famous architeds.

Of the gaiety and fplendour of tl;i; carnival they

faw but little. The rage for its extravigance feems to

have expired in the feeble ellorts of u few grotelquc

figures and fome infipid mafltf. The baout is, how-

ever, convenient, and ferves as an iipology for the

want of drcfs. One ofour travellers was in it at the

phil-harmonic fociety, a cafliiioorafl'enibly, of wliich,

only the fird ranks are members, and where a full

drcfs is ufually worn. The theatres at \'ciiice are

abundantly crowded, and during the carnival, cfpc-

cially, well fupplied.

The Venetian focieiy is really pleafant. The wo-

men, who are pretty, though ilay have bad lignrcs,

arc devoutly inclined to the tender palFion. Our
travclU'rs were invited to exceeding good private

concerts: fcvcn public theatres an- open every night

in this joyous city; and the Furor Dramaticus has

run fo high that anoihcr is jull built.

'I he Uoge has only the exterior of royally, and

few privileges but that of divefting himfelfol his offi-

cial dignities and I'onietiines appearing as a pi ivaie

man in the evening. He has a icvcnue of about

eoool. and nominates the dean and canons of St.

Mark. Hit fons and brothers, however, are dif-

qualihed, by tneir affinity to him, fiom holding any

civil olhcc, or from being employed in any public

department, domcdic or foreign; and he is not

allowed him (elf, to form a rnnneHion with any fo-

reign prince without the conrcnt of council. He is

fubjctled to the troublefunie and fcruiinizing autho-

rity of the inquifition, who have the keys of bis palace

and can fearch it at plealiiie, being accountable for

their cotiduft only 10 the council of ten. Every

Ticmber of the Hate, indeed, il is well known, is

amenable before thci'e vigilant and jealous magi-

ftraics, to whole tremendous power the government

it fuppofcd to be indebted for its fecurity; and may
. be condiiftcd out of a palace, to a pnlon over the

Pome di Sol'piri, or thrown into the Canal Orphaiio,

Vkithout any regular trial or known fcnieme.

Titles of nobility have been fold ui \ enice upon

great cmergcncias ( but the nobles graduallydccrcale

into a fmall ariftocracy : all are employed in fome
department of ftate. The podeftas, who have the

civil prefidencies of towns; and the captains, who
have the military power, arc not allowed falarics

fufficicnt for the (late which they maintain, and make
up the deficiency by oppreflTion and corrupt admi-

nillration. The execution, however, of criminal

jullice i.s, generally, equitable, though ftrift ; and
the people are kept in good order, and not e.\tra\ a-

gantly taxed. The commerce of the country, how-
ever decayed from its former extent, ftill flourifhes.

Its glafs manufaftories arc famous ; but the plate glafs

is not by any means fo large as that of France, nor

fo good as that of England.

The arfenal dill exhibits a grand difplay of naval

ftores, and affords employment for its three thoufand

men, which is above double the number ufually em-
ployed at Plymouth. The men receive from a paul

and a half to eight pauls per day. The oyilers within

the arfenal, which fatten on the bitumen and exuda-
tion of the wood in the docks and canals here, are in

high and deferved eftimation, for their fize and qua-

lity, with the Venetian epicures.

The nobles of Venice are, perhaps, more intelli-

gent than thofe of any other parts of Italy, being early

called out to the exertion of their talents in public

departments. The lower clalfes of the people are,

however, but little inftrufted even on the moft im-

portant fubjcfls. The clergy being on the worll of

all eftablilliments, that ofelcftion, is neceflarily de-

graded in its charafter. Perfons of refpeftable

family, and liberal talents, (brink from a profelTion

where fubfillence mull be obtained by a popular can-

vas, and authority depends on the caprice of the

parifli which is to be direfted. The higher ranks are,

indeed, virtually rellrained from taking up the pro-

felHon, fince a noble, who enters into the facred

funftion, forfeits his hereditary vote in the council.

If he obtains a cardinal's cap his whole kindred mud
withdraw from all interference with public affairs:

and (bould he even attain the pre-eminent dignity of

patriarch, he will have no power or jurifdiftion even

over the church of St. Mark,—ecclcfiaftics being fuf-

picioufly excluded from all authority.

They left Venice March 27, in a borchetta, and
taking in their carriages at Fufina, were towed by
borfes along the Brenta to Padua, where they arrived

in the evening. This river is confined by banks

fomewhat formal.

The port, which they refumedat Padua, conveyed
iheni two ftages over a bad road, and through a fiat

country to \'iccnza. As they were travelling north-

wards they fhivcred, on obferving that the dillant

nu..intain.s, towards which they advanced, were co-

vered with fnow.

Verona, which is about three pods and a half from
Vicenza, contains many things worthy of attention.

The next morning, they faw the country gradually

impoverifh, as they approached Volarni. From
thence to Bcri, the beautiful river Adige accompa-
nied them, waOiing, in its gentle tourfe, the brown
and pilidied bale of fome pifturefquc rocks which

re-echoed every found that didurbed the tranquil

foliiude of the country. At Bcri they taded an excel-

lent white wine made in the neighbourhood, called

Vino Santo, in ftrong cxprcdlon of the eftimation in

which it is held. At Borgheito, before their arrival

at Ala, they quilted the Venetian territories, and

were allowed to import all their property unmolefted,

except their money, into the Tyrol ; the firft en-

trance to which, as they approached Rovcredo,

opened to them a rude country covered with heaps

of rocks, wilder and more fantadic in their forms

than thofe of Savoy, and intermingled with irafls

cultivated and populous.

A road through an open valley, bounded by bold

hills, conduflcd them through Befeno to Trent.

They proceeded the next day by Brenner and Stci-

nach and Scbonberg to Inlpruck, where they Ibme-

limei wtilkcd a dage, faftcr than the horlcs would
drag


