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failed to rescue all. Out of the wliole number of Fra-
zer River adventurers, from one to tlirce hundred
remained in British Columbia and in Victoria, and at

places in Puget Sound 3,000 or 4,000 others. This crowd
of working men represented the mining population of
California. Composed of men from many lands, they
were generally intelligent, under very rough exteriors,

and, accustomed to self-governiiicnt, tlicy behaved on
the whole exceedingly well. They submitted to the
laws, passed from time to time, although some of them,
arising from the IIudson-Euy Company's clKatcr,

appeared oppressive and unjust.

The hardy miners, with their long bc-rds, red sliirts,

revolvcred and bowie-knifed belts, and extensive boots,

were to an li^uropcan eye, or to the class they termed
"the kid-gloved gentry," more picturesque than orderly

in appearance. They had to undergo much ehnrdng in

California, but covered their chagrin in good-humoured
jokes; and as their loss \vu\dd have been scvcrciv felt

in the mountains of that country, tliey were cordially

welcomed back. Tlic country v.;., but a hunting-ground,

and not prepared for a sudden suarni of ^r),000 omni-

vorocs creatures. The prospector had eitlier to pack

liis provisions on his back and get into the upper

counlry, over a path only suital'ic for goats, or grei.lly

risk both propcj'.y ami life on the dangcrou, raiiid.', of

the river. A roinmon remark was, "that nature had

endeavoured to make the country iuaoccssiblc, and i>ad

very nearly succeeded." If t!\o r .!- \.hieh no'iN give
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easy access had then traversed it, instead of the G,000

whites and Chinese in the colony during 18G1, it is not

unreasonable to suppose there would have been a

population of 100,000.

Political feeling is tolerably strong in Victoria, con-

sidering its number of British subjects is but about

2,000; and a possibility of the interests of its residents,

or their rights and privileges, suffering from neglect of

thN watchful community is very slight. There is the

Government party, which the "Opposition Rcforui"

party considers too "slow and sure;" the "Inde-

pendent" party, whose only aim appears to be the

public good ; the " Anti-colour-.d " and the " Coloured "

party, which latter is likely to be in a majority by its

members becoming British subjects, and\\hite ones

not arriviug. }5esides these, there are one or t^\o parties

founded on personal feelings. In "New "Westminster"

and " Hope " the community seems to be divided into

two parties, the one adopting the maxim of "Let well

enough alone," and the other being desirous of a radical

cha'ige. As the present form v.as understood 'o be

merely ;«'o Um., it is likely tome change will be nado

as it hecomes inuvc settled.

That the general legislation has been wise and the

wants of the colonici> carefully stiulied, is suflicieutly

proved by the prosperity of both, and the good cstinia-

l:on in which they are held abiord, a country v. here

one's life and property is safe, and where civilized

people find themselves at home,


