
10 —
Capt. Markliam, R. N., an experienced Arctic navioator,

accompanied tlie expedition of LSSfl, He reports. "L be-

lieve the Strait will be found navigable for at least foin*

months* rvery year, and ]>robably oflen for five or more. There
will, 1 have no doubt, be many year.s v/hen navigation can be

carried out safely and surely from the first of June u!itil the

end of November."

Capt, John Maephersoh, of lStei)nt'y, ijoiidoii, as h'rst ofhcer

and captain in tlie service of the Hudson Bay Company, made
voyao-os from London and Stromness to Hudson Bay, and
return, annually for twent}' years. He writes :

" There is

no leason why steamships C(juld Jiot make tlie passage (of tlie

Strait) as early as the first of June, and come out as late as

the middle of November."

The Bay is o|)on all the yeai- round. It is described by
Lieut. Gordon as "a vast l)asin of compai-ativeiy warm water,"

and l)y Dr. Bell as " very tranquil and wholly free from

storms." In his evidence before the Committee of the Housr
of Commons, the latter stated that he found the mean suminer
temperature of the water of the bay 50' Farenheit, while

that of Lake Superior was 89.5'^ during the same season.

GOVEUXMENT I.AND8.

The land policy of the Canadian Government is extremely

liberal, every head of a family atid every male person eighteen

years of age and u|>wards b.ving entitled to a free homestead

of 100 acres, (m easy ternis of settlciuenf, and |)re-emj)ti(»n of

an additional 100 acres at 10s. per acre. The soil is the

richest in the world. All kinds of grains and vegetables o-row

with a luxuriance not equalled elsewhf;re without abundant
and expensive aitificial aids. With the advantage and en-

couragement of the new trade route there is no doubt that

immigration will largelv increase.

Lord Dnfl'erin, the Manpiis of Lnrnc. and other distin-

guished 2'entlemen who havi; \isited the Noithwcst have ex-

pressed the belief that tlu; country is ca])al)le of supporting,

in comfortable independence, an agricultural po])ulation of

fifteen or twenty millions. It is destined, and before many
• iecades, to ap[)roach that number, for no other country in the

world at present offers, or can offer, as great and many advan-
tages to the European emigrant seeking a new and better

home. The immigration this year is Inruelv in excess of that

for many years past, and the conditions ]M>int to a steady and
pc'manent maintenance of that incicase.


