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post, Fort Garry. About five weeks ago I was reading in

one of the Manitoba papers that about 1858, Louis Biel,

fhther of the present Louis Kiel, went to the Court House,
and there found the judge (-itting. One of his countrymen had
been arrested for having traded outside of the stores of the

Hudson Bay Company,—and that was his crime. He went
to the judge and told him : Tour Honor, I am not willing

that my brother nhould remain in jail (there was a jail at

Port Garry) for ever ; 1 give you till one o'clock to try him.
The judge commenced the trial at once. At the hour fixed,

the trial was not over. Kiel advanced in court and said :

May it please the court, I declare the prisoner acquitted.

Vive la libera. A very remarkable fact is this, that

Louis Hioi and his followert^ who sot the prisoner at

large were not molested for feur of more serious trouble

ensuing. I give you, Mr. Speaker, this incident to show
that even in the very central post of the Hudson Buy (^^om-

pany. Fort Garry, it was some times impossible to eni ji ce

the authority of the law. Such was the state ot the conntiy
when the Canadian Government took possession ol it in

1869. To save expense the intention appears .3 have
been for a tin 9 at leant to govern it as it had
been governed lor more than a century by a Govori-.or

and c <ncil. The hon. gentleman who has last npoken
said that when we took possession in 1869 we considered the
population of the country as a portion of the territory.

Was it not to be governed as iv bad been lor

years and for almost a century before that time? That
population had been governed by a Governor and council

;

and is it not worthy of admiration that instead of displaying
any contempt for that government, Canada wished to con-
tinue the government and institutions which had prevailed
in the Territory for almost centuries. As early as 186;^ a
temporary Act was passed, for the government of the North-
West. It provided for the appointment of a Governor and a
council not exceeding fifteen nor less than seven members to

administer the affairs of the country, with such powers as
might be from time to time conferred on them by the Gover-
nor in Council. It is not necessary to enter at length into
the events that followed ; but allow me to say, in
Answer to a remark which fell fVom the lips of the last

speaker, that the rebellion of 1870, if you want to call it so,

was very different from the present rebellion. In 1870
when the Canadian Government sent their surveyors and
Mr. Macdougall, as the Canadian Governor, to take posses-

sion of the country, the transfer from the Hudson Bav
Company to the Government had not even been signed.
So the Canadian Government had at that time no tit>) to the


