
9'-> THOSK AVKITKUS OF CANADA.

Cfiitcniiial VfdiiiMc—" Toronto Xcw and Old "—are contin-

uous pictures of the lii-owinu' life of the Quoon City of the

Canadian west. Even in the wilderness of Muskoka, to the

north of Toronto, is a history written in blood ; for there

the forest has Jirown over the sites of the Huron towns and

ol>literated the traces of a war, rnthless aiid hori'ii)le ; but

I'edcenied by the martyrdom of the saintly missionaries

expii'inu' under tortures with words of l)lessini>' and exhorta-

tion on their lijis.

.Vll these things have exercised the ])ens of the prose

writers of Canada ; but how can I attempt to enumerate the

books in v.'hich they are recorded ( Time is passiuj:^ and you

will soon be weary of my theme, so I must hurry on and turn

a deaf ear to those voices of th(> past.

Much good prose writing exists in Canachi un(hn' the

kindre(l heading of Biograi>hy. The [)olitical history of the

last sixty years may be found in such works as J^indsay's

"'Life of William Lyon Ma(dvenzie,"' in .Mack"uzie's ''Life

of (leorgc^ JJrown," in Poj)e's " Life of Sir John A.

Macdoiiald." in Sir Francis Ilincks's "Autoi)iograi)liy,'' an 1

in Ihickingham and lioss's " Life of Alexander .\rackenzie."

The stir of the ])oIitical ai'ena runs through tlu^se, but there

are others, such as Read's " Liv(v of the .ludges," his " Life

and Times of (ieneral Simc(M' " and of " Sir [saac lirock/'

which ai'(^ freer from politics. There is also much matter of

historical interest interwoven in such biographies as Bethune's

*' Life of Bishop Strachan," Hodgins's " Life of the Bev. Dr.

Ryernui," Patterson's " Life of the Rev. Dr. >rc(Tregor."

Xo— I r(>])oat it—our writers had not to cross tlie ocean

for their ins])iration. They had subjects for song and story

full of heart-break and tears which tliey have not yet

exhausted, and which some Tnited States writers, notably

Lorenzo Sabine of ^Liine, and Prof. Tyler of Cornell, have

treated with generous symi)athy. What could be more tragic

than the exile of the I'nited Empire Loyalists ? There had

been nothing like it for many centuries ; there was nothing
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