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large qu.intities of such plnnts as are suitable for iho cheapest production of cattlo ppti-

ducts. I don't know any iatiii superior to Canada in that r(';;ar(i. • )tli(!r count r'ics can
grow plants that we cannot produce with success ;it all, hut I don t know any that can
produce under the influence of its climate and soil, jjlants that will yield larger quantities

of cattle products per acre with a larger tnai'i.'in of profit to the people who pi-.xlui'c them
Our water sujiply is fai-ly r('liai)le in nearly all parts of the 1 )oin'.iiitin. 'l licsc I'csour'ces

enable us to gi-ow fmldci- plants economically, and with the added resource of available

and cheap Imilding materials, they enable us to add to the gr-owing of the plants, the

fcedirij; of dom(>stic animals with profit. I need cudy mention thai the pr-ovirices that

lie east ward of Lake Hur'ori are per'hiips bi-tter off than the jiraii'ie piuvinces of the

J)oniiruon. in jiossessing plenty of building materials easily available for' the shelter of

cattle during the period of the year when they must be housed in some comfortable way.

Then we have a r'esmirce in available lai)otrr, which is inrproving in quality ever'v year'.

It needs nrirch fur'ther impr'ov(!ment. The hibour of the Canadian farmers has Ik-cu

certainlv char'acteri/ed by diligeni'c and e\er'y kind of foi'c<>ful [nu'si-^tence under ditlii.'irl-

ties ; but it has not been of that or'der until recently in most sections that enabled the

people to tur-n out fine food pr-oducts. Tt was largely concerned with the pr'oduction of

grain, fodder- and pr'iirritive pr'oducts, by means of labour which was notof a high quality

in regal! to the exper'ience r'ecjuired to turnout fine food pioduiUs well arifi cheap.

You will allow me to use one illustration in order to get the minds of the members of

the (^ornmitte(^ in sympathy with my own in viewing this matter. I would not be u.sing

a disparaging word about myself in saying that the available labour T have, is of a very
poor (piMlity as ajiplied to the work of blacksirrithing. I would burn a great d(^al of

coal, waste iron, and irrake clumsy shoes. I have no availab'e labour' of Irigh quality,

for- that class of woi'k ; but (hat does not mean that I cannot do other thirrgs very well.

The far'mer's in the past have had ability of high or'der for' the work they had to do
;

but not of good (juality, or high order for suf ' wor-k as they have to do now and will

have to do in tli(! future.

The labour' ha.s been of such a natur-e that the cost has been compar'atively low in

pr'oportion t > the pr'ice of the products, mainly because in the production of the things

which we have been selling and exjiorting, we have ap{)lied a great deal of hf.rse power
and have used labour'-saving machiner'y. Thus, we r'cduced the cost, so far as the labour

element was concerned, that entered into the cost of our products.

riioFiT lii twi;i;n co.st of PKonucTs axu selling puicr;.s.

Now, I come to the point that beai's directly on the subject o':" my address to you
this morning,—the expor't ition of fine fo'od pr-oducts from Canada. No matter how well

the farmers may do their wor-k, and no matter how excellent the quality of products
they may have for disposal, the pi'ofits after all will depend oia two things,

the cost of those products to themselves, and the prices which they can obtain for'

those products fr-om the mar-kets to which they are sent. I think the farmers of Canada
are in the way of I'cducing the cost of their products as low as they can be brought. I

think our far'mers are appl^-ing as nruch of labour-saving skill by the use of the best of

methods to the making of what they have to sell, as any farnrers ar'e. I think, how-
ever, there i-^ still a gr'eatloss of possible pi'ofit to the farmers of Canada, and also to the

men who liandle the farmers' products, by the ob-ti-uction-s, obstacles, and difficulties

that stand between the producer and consumer in the interchange of commodities,

—

that stand between the cost of the product to the farmer and the price paid by the

ultimate consuming buyer, that unrea.5onably reduce the profits or wages of the pi'oducer,

and at the same time urmecessarily incr-ease the price to the consumer.

LAW OF SUPPLY AND DtCMAND.
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Tt may be said there is no use inviting the farmers to go on producing more butter
or more chease, or more beef, or mor-e rrrulton, or more bacon, or more eggs, or more
fruit, unless there is a market for those tilings, not merely at some price, but at a price 6X1


