
thf miithci- country in this if.idjiistmcii! liow mucli of the Iftii-; 'Uve
fumfioiis wiis til ill- i-csi'ivi'il to tile Coloiiips: Imw iniirli to lit- tlii-owu
into thf hotch-potch Mt \\ f^tniinstfr: whetlicr the Colonics ai'c to
:i(ivaiict" one step or to recede two sti'ps in the pi.in of readjustment.
The pliiii was. I bejeve. an expedient of ;in adroit imperial stnteimaii
Willi lias never heen re}.':nde.l ;|S stronir either in his knowledge of the
oast or in his consistency in relntion to the present, to distnict jitteu-
tion from his slnifllinjr in another .luarter of the >.'|olie. It did have
some enthusiastic advocates in tlu' p;ist luu iliere .ire now none so poor
;is to do it reverence.

Kut is ("anad.i likely to remain indetinitely a Colonial di'peiideiipy?
Kveti though her sons miiy he pretty well content with their present
measure of independence, .-ire they likely to continue satistied with it?
I trust not. .\Tid gentlemen, if I may be permitted to induliie the ex-
pression of a fond hope, it is to see C:in,id:i take her place as one at
the council baard of the family of nations. The commercial supremacy
of the old world is rapidly yielding to the new and the highway of the
World's future irattic is quickly shifting from the .\tlanti I > the Pariti-.
If Canada is to have h« r sliare in the development of the trade of the
ori.-nt. she must be in a position to treat for iierself untrammel'tKl by
the tortuous diplomacy of Itownin« Street.

Moreover, she must he in a position to hold out something better than
colonialism if she is to attract the best and brightest that are leaving
the older countries to >•<]< better opportunities in the newer. Hut more
than all that, her own chillren will never reach their best development,
will nev.'r display their transcendent abilitii's till tl bligatioiis and re-
sponsibilities of n.itionality rest u| on their own shoulders. Now in all
thi.s.

1 do not intimate that there i.s any substantial cause of cDmplainf
at Hritain's present treatment of her colony. Kut even with that con-
cession, there are gentlemen, and perhaps some abcmt this board, whose
pro-Hritish proclivities are so acute that they protest against any inti-
mation of Canad.iV assuming the obligations of nationalitv. since that
ste|) would involve, as they believe, a lessening of Britain's imperial
power. They are willing to deny them-elves greater opportunities that
other; may thrive upon tlieir dependence. Their -eiisitiveiiess upon
this point is but a symptom of a pronouiired provincialism which one
taste of what Hums calls

"The g'orioii- i)rivi!ege of being indepi'iideiit"

Would promptly cure.
I ilu Hot know how others may have felt when th.^v assum.'d the obli-

giitionsof .\merican citi/.eiishi,); but for myself. I can truthfullv sav thatwhen I repudiated the allegi.ince to the .•<ovi.reigii )f Cleat n'ritain
which that act involved. 1 did so without bitterness or ill-will towards
aught I left behind, with no ^\i\vn of resentment towards th.- old land
or of vaingory in the new. Yet. as I retlei ted upon the signiticui e of
what the change meant. I coiiM not but h,- conscious „f ocupving an
entirely diireient status in the body politi.-. It was an ex<haiige
of the a legiaiice of a colonist to iiis sovereign for citizenship in a Ke-
public. Th.it may appear an ovcr-ietinemei;, .md all this pure eg..iism
^et I cannot refrain fn.m adding iliat in the cliange I felt that I hid
turned about to fac- .1 phase of the wo- id's civilization more in har-mony with the eqtialiiy of man than the one I h.id just abandoned that


