
Introdiction XIX

wt-ll acquainted with Oviil tliroiiRh this im-dium, ' and to his

familiarity with it is diu- a wry hn\iv proportion of his

niytIiol<(j;ical rifi-nncos, a fact whicli would have secured its

modern |)ul)lieation as a i)art of ' Sliakespeare's Library, " one

w luld liave supposed, before the year 1904. It may be of inter-

est liere to notice some of the many sixteentli century encomiums

that were proii. luiieed upon (".oldin^'s worl;. In 1 sW) before

the publication of tlie eoinpUte translation -a certain T. B.

in a poiin pnlixed to John Studley's Ivni^Iish version of

Seneca's Aihiini luiion, ranks Riehard ICdwards, a contributor

to Till l',ii,i<lisi oj Ihiinty Delias, with I'liaer, jasi)er Hey-

wood, Cooiji' and otlier translators of the jHriod, but especially

with Ciollini; :

'• With liini also, as seenutli uie,

Our I'ldwards may compare
;

Wiio nothini,' Kyuinj; place to jiim

Doth syt in e^jall ciiayre."-

and .i^ain

" Nor (ioldiuqc can haue lesse renoume,

Wliych ('m»</ dyd translate
;

And by the thondryni? of hys verse

Ilath set in chayre of ^tate."'

In 1577 Tlionuis Hleiier Ilasstt in the Induction to iiis

Comphiml 0} Ciuhi-alhithr in his Second Patl oj the Mirn

Mihlisli litis lanienls tlie contemporary use of rhytre.

hol.l- it re-^po!lsible for the fact that then> is a great (lilTereUve

bi I'.v.en t!ie work of the modern translator and that of his

orii;i!!al " betwixt Huchurst and Homer ; betwixt I'liaer

aiii X'ir.uill ; betwixt Tnrbervill;' and Tibullus ;
betwixt

('.oMiii; and Ovid ; b.twixt (ieorge Cascon and Seneca."^

Abraliam inemins,' in the list aflixed to his fhiijlit burning

BiiicoH joru'iuninq nil :.i'si- I'liijins to tiini their liinif^is against

the comminij oj the Ihidegroome.- a tract on the eartlupiake of

I \' ;in inti.Tislinj» nute in Rouso's introducti.i •. mi ;in AMineOvil (i 502)
n.iA in the Bodleian, which may ]>ossitily have belonjjeJ to Shakespeare (p li)

i Warton's History of English l\'rtry. ed W. C. Hazlitt. vol. iv, p. 217.

< lhi,l. vol. iv, p. 275.

• Quoted by Schelling in P.H-tii •itii \'crsc Criticism .>/ the Kiign oj lUiza-

beth. p. 24


