
Conclusion

But the people who lived on the sandy soil of the

Marches, in the plains east of the Elbe and the Oder,

so scantily favoured by Nature, during the centuries

which witnessed the growth of German culture in

other parts of the country, prepared the future of Ger-

many as a State in battles and privations under the

rule of heroic and politic Kings.

German intellect was developed in the West and

the South, the German State in Prussia. The Princes

of the West were the patrons of German culture; the

Hohenzollerns were the political teachers and task-

masters. _

It took a long time before the importance of Prus-

sia, in which even Goethe only loved her great King,

was recognised in Germany; before it was realised

that this rude and thoroughly prosaic State of soldiers

and officials, without many words but with deeds that

were all the greater, was performing a task of enor-

mous importance in the work of German civilisation :

preparing the political culture of the German nation.

Prussia became for Germany what Rome was for

the ancient world. The Prussian State be-

came the guardian of German intellectual life, by

giving to the German people a united State and a

position on a level with the great Empires of the

world. .

Through the foundation of the Empire we acquired

nationU life as a State. In so doing our political

development embarked on a new and a safe course.

But it has not yet reached its goal. Our task, which

371

r

I


