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recallH the dry earth systt-in regarding which jjreat expeeti'ions were at ono tinie

enttrtained. The advantages of iii<w» litttr over drv earth for the purposes in <iuestion

are, however, very decided. They consist in the perfe«'t iuoffensiveness of the moss Utter

product, in tlie fact that one pint of moss Utter wiU deodorize and dry at least six partw

of mixetl excreta, and in the greater agricultural value of the resulting manure. Dry

earth (which is rtH|uired in nuantity at least equal to that of the excreta) is valueless

from till agricultural jsiint of view, but this is not the ease with moss litter, which as

its analyses show, oft^-n contains as much nitrogen as ordinary barn-yard manure.

NunieriMis analyses have Ix-en mafle of moss litter manure as produced in Germany, and

its average contents frt)in seven dirterent towns may here be stated.

,, . Value
p. cent. lb». iwr ton. ^^^

Nitrtigen 0- 664 13-28 at 13c. *1 72'

Pluwpiioric acid 350 7 00 6 35

Potash 0-285 5-70 5J 30

Water 8300 *2 37

Numerous trials iiave lieen mode on various crops with this manure, and very

satisfactory results are always i-eported. In all cases it is stated to excel barnyard

manure even when the latter is used in nmch greater quantity.

Canada posseses in its V)ogs and swamps inexhaustible quantities of moss litter

which is fre<iuently found in beds, several feet in thickness lying above the peat. The

following tests have been made in the Inland Revenue Lab<jratory, of moss litter from

various hwalities in the Dominion :

—

Moisture.

MoHK littvr, Brrwick. N.S
Black muck, Berwick, X.S
Mo»B froin Great Village. N-S . . ^

Sphaguum moi»« fn>in Shippegan, N.S
Light colimred miMs litter from I.incoln Parish, N.B
Dark coloured sample from the foregoing locality

Mow litt«'r from Musquash, N.B
Mobs litter from lower layer

Peat from St. Bridget, P.(J

Peat from St. Hubert, P.Q
Light coloured moss litter from Caledonia Springs, Ont
Dark coloured moss litter from the same locality

Peat from the same l<x»lity

Surface moss from the Mer Bleu ut Eastman's..

Surface inoes from the Mer Bleu at Baldwin's Farm
Surface moss from the Mer Bleu at Baldwin's Farm Is inches deep

Peat from Mer Bleu at McFadden's Farm, Navaii, wii|.- i itch.

.

PMt from Mer Bleu at McFadden's Farm, Xavan, na row dit.'h

.

Peat from near Stratford, Ont.
Hypnum moss from the Ellice bog, Stratford, Ont
Mms litter from Welland marsh, Ont
Peat lying underneath the foregoing.

Peat from same locality, 44 feet deep
Peat from Dobeon's bog near Beaverton, Otit

14 40
13 30
63 44
12 4S
11 56
10 90
11 60
12 50
13-30
1236
1000
11 liO

10 95
1086
7 90

27 90
22-00
9-40
16 80
8-75

3 86
6-30
3-25
18 42

p. c.

116
3 68
3 46
1-55

1 40
0-80
96
90

250
268
1-60

2 70
3 90
2 80
266
1 72
4 40
6-62
9 10
9-72
4-70
485
41-25

904

p. c.

1 26
l-iW
0-63
56

1 79
1-06
0-82

72
1 48
1 84
296
223
294
071
1 47
1 64
2 21
280
1 91
2-01
1-61

1 41
1 62
1 89

The manufacture of moss litter has been attempted at Musquash, in New Bruos-

wick, and aiao in Welland County, Ontario. From the latter locality I was supplied

with several bales of the moss litter for experimental purposes, and Dr. Laberge, of

Montreal, undertook to superintend the carrying out of an experiment to determine its

deodorizing and absorbent qualities. He reported that 100 pounds of moss Utter were


