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e

IIE ASSEMBLY ¢ Biue Book ” enables
us to compare the work of the past year
with that of previous years, and to see
whether we are really making progress in
such particulars as can be tabulated. While
it is true that the most vital and precious
work of the church eludes the statistician,
it is not less true that there is much of
which we can take note, and. from which we
may draw timely lessons,—JFifteen years
age, the different branches of the Iresby-
terian family in Canada entered into union.
None of all who took patt in the services of
that memorable 15th June, 1875, expected
better results than have been actually
achieved. Our fears have been disappointed,
and our hopes amply realized. In regard
to finance, our income has risen from $982,-
000 in 1876 to 81,942,000 in 1888, These
indicate & vast amount of activily in mis-
sions at home and abroad, in educational
works, in_congregational work. _ Since the
union we have added largely to the number
of our Presbyteries, indicating thus the
vastness of the field we occupy. Wo have
Presbyteries of Columbia, Regina, Brandon,
Calgary, Minnedosa, Honan—names of
which we knew little or nothing about
fifteen years ago.
Of our mey-ﬁve Prosbyteries, the one
that contributes.- most liberally per family

and per communicant is the widely-scat-
tered Presbytery of DBritish Columbia—
$66.42 per family and $42 per communi
cant. In the last five years, Presbyterianism
has made more progress in that province,
50 vast, so rich in mineral resources, so rich
in scenic grandeur, than in the whole of its
previous history. It is still a day of “be-
ginnings,” but at the present rate of ad-
vance it will not be long until we shall
have a synod of Columbia. The contributions
of our people in all the Presbyteries of the
North-West abundantly demonsirate their
liberality. Calgary gives at the rate of $44
per family ; Brandon at the rate of nearly
821 ; Winnipeg at the rate $35. Our West-
ern friends are certainly willing to help
themselves.

Fifteen years ago when our churches
united, our Foreign mission work was com-
pamtwely in its infancy. It is true that the
castern seetion had its work in the New
Hebrides, and in Trinidad, and that the west-
orn section had made a “ood beginning in
the North-West, and in Formos'x “and
Central India. But the work has c\panded
greatly, and with the widening fields, the
liba, ality of our people has increased. Lot
us hope that the rate of advance will be
kept up day by day and year by year, until
it can be truthfully said of our Church,—
“She hath domo what she could ™ for her
own people, and for those sitting in darkness
in-heathen lands,



