Water Powors of Contral Canuda
and Conditions for liconom-
fcal Mining.

BY FRADIRICK Il 1OLMES,

In conncotion with the gold mining
mdustry now rapidly developing n
these new Canadian gold flelds, spec-
tal ettention should be dircoted torthe
cxcoptional faciiities for economical
working afforded by the unlimited
supplies of water power, overywhere
available for mining purposes. The
water powers, numnbering over 70 of
importance in this district, at present
running to waste, ds simply cnormous
and has been estimuted by some auth-
onities ot not less than seven milllons
of horse power, the bulk of which
can be utilized at small outlay.

This power 48 fairly distributed
throughout the whole mining reglon,
and dn no- part of Canada 4s Jt more
prolific and easily available than Jn
the Lake of the Woods, Manltou, Seine
River and Wablgoon gold fields.

In these districts, the majority of
the working mines and locations in
course of development, are in close
proximity to this greatest of all facill
ties for economical mining, abundant
water power, and it i3 safe 10 estimate
that there are few, it any, opened
reefs at 2 greater distance than ten
miles from this great faclor for ¢con-
omiocal mining, which could be cheap-
iy and effectually supplled to all of
them by olectrical transmission,

The most dmportant of these water
powers arce the magnificent falls at
Keewatin (now bridled- by 2 substan-
yal stone dam), ‘over Ahich it
I8 estimated seventy 0 one hundred
thousand horse-power s always run-
ning, not yet utllized for any purpose
whatever.

Nothing d&s, however, olearer than
that this is the destined power for
crushing the unlimited supples of
auriferous ores of this large district,
and are simply awalting the necessary
capital for thelr remuncrative extrac-
tion.

Owing to this important factor,
taken in conjunciion with the praoul-
cally unlimited supplies of lumber and
timber for mining and bullding pur-
poses, fuel, low cost of provisions,
cheap transport by +water, both inter-
provinical and from United States
ports on the lake, the neces-
sarles of life are good, cheap
and abundant, {ncluding what would
ve considered luxunies clsowhere,
viz.: fcathered game and water fowl.
vension, end some of the finest fish on
tha American contlnent. amongst
which are the sturgeon, trout, white-
fish, bass, maskalonge, pike, plckerel,
and many others, and 4t 4g safe to say,
fow other mining reglons could sup-
port as large a population in com-
fert and abundance from its natural
resources alone.

The rallway communications arc all
that can be desired, for not only does
the great system  of ¢he Canadlan
Pacific radlway pass through this dis-

trict (350 by 150 miles In
area) communicating with the
wharves on the Lake of

the Woods at Rat Portage, but the
Canadian Northern raflway has a sce-
ton running through the soutliern
portion of the district, conneoting with
the railway systems of the United
States, €0 -that this gold fleld has the
advantage of competing llnes for its
great potentlal traffic. and Is in direct
touch with «ll ports on the Atlantic
and Pasific coasts from which, owing
to nts central position, it 4s  about
equal distance, viz., 1,500 miles.

In addition to this, both the ports
of \Wablgoon and Rat Por%e are dis-
tant only some miles
from Port Arthur and -Fort
Willlam -on Lake Superior, which are
both ports for ocean steamers, and
from which, vessels now trade to all
parts of the world.

This cnables minlng machlnery,
equipment, and.supplies to be brought
wholly by ocean steamers, and landed
in close proximity to the mining re-
glon at a minimum of cost, which
cannat fall to.prove advantageous in
the rapld and cconomical :equipment
of these mines now rapldly opening

up. L.

Taking Into consideration all these
exceptional facllities for economical
mining and the almost faexhaustabdle
resources of both high and low grade
aurlferous ores, outlined and indicat-
ed In this and previous issues of the
statistical analysis of gold returns,
results, and discoverles, 1ssued under
the nuspices of the Central Chamber
of Nines, §t Is the opinion of those

THE COMMERCIAL

competent to judge that this gold
fleld cannot fall in the necar future, to
take fts Jjustificd position, as ono of
the most important gold producling
centres of the world, and should prove
one of the (if not the) most Import-
ant of all the Industries of the Do-
minlon of Canada.

All that is now required to make it
80, is the serious mining (and not
promoting exploiters) and the ade-
quate equipment of proved mines
with improved mining machinery, and
other modern gold saving appllances.
That this {s rcasonable, {3 evident up-
on taking Into consideration the fact
that the cconomlc conditlons for mia-
Ing and milling are such that those
ores can be mined and milled, with
adequate modern equipment, at a cost
of from §125 in the case of open
dykes, to $3.50 for mines worked by
shafts, and as the miaes are In many
cases payable from or near the sur-
face, a small proportion of the work-
Ing capltal essential elsewhere, will
suflice to place on them the equip-
ment requisite for the effectual and
remuncrative extraction of thelr gold
deposits,

This i3 self-cvident when comparl-
sons are made with the low grade, §9
orcs of South Afriea, extracted from
10 feet reef bodles at average depths
of about 2,000 feet, the other facllities
for cconomlical working, belng In no
way comparable with the conditions
obtaining on these flelds, yet mnever-
theless Transvaal munrs, although of
sedimentary origin, pay substantlal
dividends upon apparently eaormous
capitals, compared with what are re-
quired In Canada, where the reefs are
mostly large true flssure velns, rang-
ing to and even cxceeding 200 feet in
width, aurlferous from the surface,
and can be worked theoretically +to
the earth’s ceatre. .

That this opinlon I3 Jjustified may
be mathered from the fact that the
total number of mill batteries running
on the South African gold fields up to
the outbreak of the war. never reach-
ed four thousund stamns, the average
welcht belng about 1.250 pounds. the
avallable stcam engine power about
thirty thousand.

This power, insignificant ' com-
parison with the water powers of
Central Canada and much more cost-
1y, has nevertheless, enabled the low
grade ores of Africa to be produced
at substantial profit and on such a
scale of magnitude and regularity as
to have had of late such an import-
ant influence on the markets of the
world.

The ores of Canada are.in the opinlon
of the wrlter. of much sreater body
and extent, of hicher average grade,
and heing mineable. from the surface,
shanld with the exceptional facllities
referred to prove with sultable equip-
ment, of equal, it not of greater Im-
portance.

In noint of accessihity, It 1s also
one of the most avallable goldl fislde
in the world and can  be vreached
cheanly from most Euronean ports In
about 10 davs, and being compara-
tively nexw country, gulte nine-tenths
of the land Is still In the hands of the
gavernment., which can  be acoutred
fn mining locatlons at nominnl cnst.

From present indleations there 13 no
doubt that the discovery of these
practicallv  Inexhaustihla denosits
cannot fall to greatly stimulate Inter-
est In the material prasperity of our
great colonles, which will lead. doubt-
less, In the wiear fature to an acce<s
in population and a corresponding in-
crease In the volume of trade gen-
erally.

Winnipeg Hardware and Metal
Prices,

ANVILR— Per T, 10512%e; ancil and
viee combined. each, $UT$4.50,

AUGERS— Tost hole. Vanghan's, each.

" e

AXER—Reneh, 30 and 108 ner cent, chon-
ping _axes, ner dnzen, $7¢i$12: dondhle hit,
per dozen, S12G$18.

RARK=Cratw, $1.50 per 100M.

BELLOWSR-20-2¢ S4K0: 24, $40%:

7402 10, S\8&%: 22 S130: 34, $T.O50
$3.10:- 38, £9: 40, S10.33,

RELTING— Agricnitaval, A5 per cent:
No. 1, 40 per cent: oxtra, 30 per cent off
new list.

BITS. AUOER-—American. 50 per cent,
Jenninga' Txcelslor, 45 per cent.

ROLTS—Carrlage. 42% per cent: ma.
chine, 43 per cent:  plaw, 40 per cent @
sleigh shos, G5 per eents stove, 35 per
cent? tire, 83 per cent,

RUILDING PAPIR — Ancher, Crelone
and ‘Jabilee, plaln, GS¢: Cyelone and Ju.
bllee, tareed, SOc¢: Anechor, plain. Ghe per
roll* Anchor, tarred, 70c: Shield. tarred,

BUTTS—Cast, looze pin, com. 60 per
cent: Peterdboro, 33 13 por cent: wrought
‘steel, narrow, G0 rer ceat: loose plo, GO
per ceat: bronxe, 43¢ up. ;

23
36,

~« Chemlenlly prepared black-

LARTRIDGES-RUn fire, American dls.
count 40 per cent; Dominton, 60 and § per

cent, centenl fice, fistol,  American  dis.
count 10 pee cent, Dominlon dlscount 30
per cent.: mllitury und sporting, Amer]-

cun net lst, Domlolon 156 per cent. .
CEMENT—Portland, barrel, $4.25($4.00.
CHAIN=Coll, proved, 816 In  per 3100

b, $11; do., % i, $8: do. 6:10 In., $6.23;
4 1. 86, T-10 1n. $3.55, 3 1n aud  up,

o Jack, lron, singic, per dozen syards,
8qli5¢ce double, per dozen yards, 250¢i$).

Lov 0-10, $3.50: %, §8. Trice, per dozen

palrs, $3 76¢($3.50
CHURNS—B. B, Stcel frame, 55

cebt; wood.frande, 20 cents loss net.

COPPER—Tiuned sheets, 28c¢: planfshed

uc.'lnollor and 1. K. plits, plaln tinned,

per b, 29e: spun, e
l-'lm-.i—Com. 70 amd 10 ner ceat: Nich.

olson's aul Iilack Dinmond, G0 per cent.
GLUE—Sheets, 16c Ib, broken, 12%c,

glue. white, for kalsomintug, 187i25c
CREARE, AXLO—IPraser's. per ense

$3.70- Llamond, light, $1.356 case: dark.

$1.75, Mica, &

GRINDSTUNES~$1.50 100D
HAIR=Dlasterers’, 90¢ bale.

AARVEST TOOLS=35 per cent.
HORSESAOES—Iron shoea, Leg, 0 and

1, &4.40; 2 and larger. $1.63; Lesy than

ol kege, 23c extrn  Steel shoes, 0 aud 1

$3.20; £ aud larger, $4.05.
HINGES=—ileave T and strap. per 100

Ih, .25 7.20, light  do.. mppc{: cent;

rerew hook and hinge, 6 to 10 'n., S¢ per

; 12 In. up, per I, 4c¢.

IRON—Bar iron, 1001, base price, $2.75.

Band tron, 100, $303 Lase. Suedish

fron’” 1001 $3° -base. Sheet, black 164120

zauce $3.50: 224720 gauge, $375: 28 gange

$4 Galvantzed Amertean, 16 gouge §3 23

18722 gauge, $4.00: 23 pauge., $17TH: 26

gaoge. §5, 28 cauge. $5.25 per  10UM,

Queen’s head, 23¢ advance on Amerlean
ricea  Canada plates, Garth and Blaina,
4. Imitation Russianm sheete. T6@Se

ulne Russian sheetw,, I, 12@13c.
LEAD=DIlz por I, Ge: shects, Clc

per

i Reo-

NAILS—Cnt=304 up, 320, 200, £ 25,
100 840 S K450 6d QK60 3], S370¢

30, _K2.05: 20 _$420: Wire nallg=qls In up,

$3.9% 4 1n. STR0: 3 In. KL8S: 3 In, K00

2 In. $4.05- 1% In. 3150 1Y o, o84 408

In, §4.95. Xorse nallr,  pointed;” fin-

Ishiedd. -oval heads, st price. No. 8§, 750

box* Yo 76 bax. Nn T $f hax. No.

8 L5 7TH boxs Nos. 9, 10 and 11. £350 box;

dlxconnt on these prices, 45 per cent

OARUV=Nave 21 hates ¢ S navy
$2.95; spun, £3.00,

PICKS—Clay, $7 doz.:
£8 doren.

PIPE=-Tron, hiack. per 100 feot. 14 in
SAIN X In, SAA0: 15 In, S4: %, $485: 1 Ia.
070, 1% In, K050 14 In. 1105, 2 in.
L0 Slzes AT 45 per cont diseount.
g’#?}"‘i'\‘é"l Fai a0 1 Gb%0. B i
S n 8 n 0. 2 1n.
$29.50: Joads Glie T, L 10 SIS

PIPE=Store—0 fn. $0.25; 7 In $10;

100 lenzths, e 102 per
PI'"™CH—~Plne, £t per barrel
PLASTER-Yer harrel, $3.23.

WIVETS AND RBURRS— Carriage, gec
tlon 17w per eente M rivets, black angd
tinned 37U per cent: enpper rivets and
hnres. R3%e: coppered rivets, 20¢, cartons
1¢ per I extea net.

ROFE—Cotton.  %47% {nch and larzer,
15¢ I deep men, 104e: lath yarn, llc;
Manlla, per I, 15¢ baxe; sisal, 9%e hase.

SCREWS=F. 0. Brizdbt diconnt. 5,
10 per eent: R Alzeonnt 70
brass, . dlecount 70; R. 1. tirnes, disconnt
60 and 5§ per eent. Dench, wood, per doz,,
V450 bench, Tron. per Q02..85.259
$7.25. conell serews, 57y per cent.

SHELLS=Tloaded— TEley's hilaeck, 12
gauge. per 100, <nft, S1.65° chitled, $1.80:

10 ganze, soft, $21I5, chilled, $226; Tlec's

smokeless, 12 gange, soft. $2.10, chilled,

F2.25: 30 gauge, soft, $2.60, chilled, $2.75.
SHOT—Soft, $6.0% per 100 ™, chilled,
$715. huckshot, $7.65- ball, 28, $7.65
SOLDER-Half and ualf, per M, 2%.
SOLDERING IRONS—Per Iy, 32¢.
SPADES AND SHOVELS—0 per cent.
SPIRES=Dressed. 1. $4.85, 516, §4.65,
% $1.407 7-16 up, §4.10.° 516 $1.65
STEET~_ Slelgh _shoe, $3.60  hase,
ting, $4.25 base: machiners $$.23 base:
siare. com. §4.95 bhase. share, eracible,
$5.50; toc calk. $4.25 bLnse; tire steel, S5
base: cast tool steel, M. H51124%c.

STELL ROILER PLATL~3.16 inch,
$.25; %, 3% and thicker, $1.00.

STATLES—Galvanized, $4.25 per 100M,

‘TAR=Coal tar, per barrel, $6.50.

TIN—~ Lamb and flagg, 6 and 25D
laten, I
pln

ngots. per M, 3jc.

TIN PLATES~Charcoal C 10
th4, I2¢12 and 14<20. 5500 1T X, a2
dze box, £4.50. 1 . chnreonl, 20x28, 112
theeta to 'I’;QE‘ $10.%30: I X box, 293238, 112

theetr §I2.7 .
TERNE PLATES~T C. 20%28, $10.00.
TINWARF~Plaln, 75 and 2 nts
retinned. '.'0'-:md 10 ‘por :\\nt}" per cent
TRAVS=Came. T, & N, No 0, St
1, $225: No, 1%. £3.38: No. 3

plck  matocks,

gzn_:h .\\o. . §2.2%: i
$4.73:_No. 3, $0.20: No. 4, $7.42;
DLy 3. $6.20: No $7.42; bear, No.
TERES—Toller, 2 Incl. 164 v foot ;
24 Inch, Bitie: 8 fnche S3c pes Soot. ’

VISES=. § Wright's, l4c: Sampeon,
4050 I, $030087 cach.” parallel, $2GST
WADS—Gray fclt, T8¢ per : ttin card
wads In hoxes of H00 each, 12 and =mmallet
favges, per M, thinp eard  wads In
boxes-of- 500 each, 10 pange, 23¢ per M.
cdge gray
N [\ R - . -
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cloth wads, in boxes of 230 each, 11 and

amuller gauges, G5c per 1,000; 0 and 10

Rauges, Jou pnr 008, T and 8 gauges, $1
|

per 1,
WIRE~DBrass and coplior wire, 20 per
cent advanee on the lst:  clothies line

wire, 1y gavge, per 1,000 fect, £3.50, Gal.
vanized. 4 bharb, regulur, £3.76; “galvanized

plain twist, $3.75,

ZIxU=pheets In casks, $7.00 per 100d;
birohen luts, 58.00.( $ !

Prices Paluts
Glass, Ete.

ALABASTING= Cnsos
60, Muralo, do,, $0.30, °F 20 packases,

BENZINE~Case, $3.50,

DRY COLORS—White lead, 1, C re
l,uau. kegs, 7¢, yetlow ochire In bn;‘}‘él ong
..ufo. fexs than barrel lots, 3¢ golden
uchire, barrels, 3%e: tess than burwfs. LR
Vouclinn red, bagres, 3¢, tess than bare
l'-~l<, twe, Amerlean verwlllion, 16¢, Enge
Ish verm' ‘on, $1 per I, Cavadian mef-
xllllllc oxldci.. bla;r:\'l lulu'Ql,ﬁc. less than bars
els, Se; Lnglish purple oxldes, | ]
G, tess q|lallllll(‘g. dc . e s“"

GASULINE-Stove, per case, $3.50.

Gl.ASS— Siugie glnse, first s
to 23 united uu-n.w,”szso:‘m :obﬁ)’.'ksﬁg
e M) feet boxes. 40 to 50, $6: 51 to GO,
J6.50. Gl to Tu, §7 per 100 feet boxes.

LINSLED Oll~Raw, gal., $ic; bolled,

&al, 67c in barrels, less than barrels, ¢
sual, cxtra, with additlounl cbharges  for
s and cases.

VILS--Biack_ olls, 2 to 30¢ .: el
1A lune oil, 30'$sc'; cylinder olfal .M:
:8 1o quallty, castor oll. 11c¢ per Ib; tan.
g;-rxs'or lmn;:-m!loll'.| &gc,. neatsfoot oll,
1 steam refined oll, Sic: pur 7
bicachied sperm ol). $2'gal, pure winter-

Winnipeyg Oils

PREPARED PAINTS—Pore Hqold col.
Sﬁshnx’f-“'" $1.3041$1.00, as to a)?udc and
PUITY—1n bladders, barrel lots, 2ye
- In 100M kegs, 2%¢: do, I
] m.: 58, 2%l do. less than bagy
REFINED PETROLEUM— Slver Star,

U¢ . Leopliene, Ro: Su ht, H :
Locene 2ile por x,:allon.u"8 % Ze; and
TURPENTINE=Pure _spirfts in ba
i‘ﬁ' tevy than buxr'mls. 00 per gal: "AS’?&:
diltonal charge or ack:
DUBL I &e packuges ot small
QlV‘\R'.\lS'[":S'-No. 1
S§1 extra furplture, $1.35, pale . $1.50;
nln:glr onk, $175: Na. 1 cgrrln oak’silm%
1.5, hard oll finish, $1.504%%: brown
apan, St house palnters' gzold slze Jap-
o sll .lO. muc!rl 'aluten' do., $2@E$225;
No ironvn St ¢ 2.
D WEaga ste ac, $2.23, pure oraage
WRITE LEAD-Pure, $7.25 H
Ny TR o Pure, $7.25 per 100D ¢
WHITING— $1.25
welght.

furniture, per_gal,,

per 100 gross

Reports have been In clreulation In
Winalpeg of late to the effect that a
larger number of commerclal travel-
lers have been here recently from the
east than s usual. One report stated
that there were 55 commerclal men at
a certain Winnipeg hotel on one day.
Such reports are misleading and er-
roncous.  Iavestigation shows that
quite a number of the men who have
been counted. In these estimates- are
country merchants and other business
people from the country, who have
been In the city on business, Then
again the poor prospects in the coun-
try have deterred many travellers.
who arc regularly employed on routes
on this country and who are seldom
seen In the clty to take up thelr
quarters here  temporarily, while
waiting for the crop prospects to Im-
prove.  This has made it appear that:
there are a larger number of travel-
lers this year than -usual.

WANTED —An actlve man, of _good:
character, to dellver and collect tn Mani.
toha, for old established manufactering.
wholesale house. $900 o year sure pay
Honesty more than cXpericnee requlred.
Our-reference, any bank In any city. ‘Rn-
close  sclf-addrexsed  stamped  envelope.
Manuofactorers, Third Floor, 331 Deathorn-
St., Chicago.

Galcium
Garbide

Best quality, price $4.50 per 100
1bs. f.0.b. Winnipeg, or §3.25 f.0.b.
St. Catherines,

*“Hahn " Burners § and 1 foot
$3.00 per dozen.

R. A. WYLLIE

WINNIPEC



