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on consumera by pcddllng farmers, Dot cite of
whîcb contained over novc:îty-five potuda,
white tho purchasor bolievcd lio waq rocoiving
tho rogular bushel and a haif. 'Clio old fleur
sack, whieh centaine ninoty.eig pouude of
foeur, 6%hon closoly packod, holti. '-lv sbout
soveoty.fiva pouinds of potatocs, ani tli>.o are
gala te consumera, wbio arti alw4ys louking f or
bargains in gouda with a prico liko whort...

blauy othor pointa inight boe cited, in whiclh
this practico of diaregarding tho standard
woight or measuro opena tho way to fraud in
the comînoneat ovory.day transactions, so that
the consumer, and in sore instance% the trader,
eau find his ouly safety in bing guidead ln his
purchases ontiroly by tho standards, which are
fiaed by law; that la whan the law lias fixed
any standard.

It is watt that the Ottawa authoritios take a
libers! and business viow of the provisins of
the law above reforrcd ta. A rigid. view
wonld compol us ta drink our milk, lomonado,
beer or wine nlot by the glass but ont of
stamped measures, wheu we purchased any at
a placo of public rcfrSemnt But uo such
narrow viow of the law is taken, and se long as
it la enforced, 8imply to protect the unwary
from fraud, tho general public shonld inquire
loto its provisions, and as far as they eau, aid
tbe Government and its inspectera in ite on-
forcement.____________

VÂNCOUVE, BOAIRD OF TRAflE.
Tho annusi report of tho Vancouver Board

of Traito, a eopy of whieh hiast beeu received at
thia office from the secretary, Mr. A. H. B.
MacGowan, la quito a bulky pamplet of its
clites, and from its contents we are led te judge
that the Board is a live institution, which lonks
carefally after the interes of tho City of Van
couver, and at the saine timo dote not forgot
those of other portions of the Dominion that
contxe within the seope of its consideration.

As might bc oxpeeted freim the Board of a
young and ambitions city like Vanconver the
annual report la taken up largely with matters
aofeeting local interests only, auch as the irn*
provement of reada leading ta, the city, the
deopening of waters for local transport andl

-iother subjeces bat imperfectly understood by
the outside world. But in many points the re.
port showvs that the Board ks net re'.dy ta
sacrifice tho interesta of Canada at largo for
those of another nation, while it bas grat and
praise-worthy aima conneeted with spreading
the foreiga. trade of the Dominion at largo.

The Board's action ln asking the 2iinistor of
Customs ta rigidly enforcot the ordor in council,
compeiling the carrying of ail Canadien bondcd
goods lu Canadien bottoms, ought ta satisfy tho
most urgent clarnorer or Canadian retaliation,
that Canadian ahipng interests will bo care-
fnlly guarded at, at l---st, ono of ours Pacifie
ports. Indcd the action of tho Board shows a
,,.itusy of local righita sncb as might bo ex-
pected freux a city la Nova Scotia, New Bruns.
wick, or Prince Edwards Iland.
, As might bie expccted the Board ka loyal te
Canada on the question of the British mail
route te Ausrralia, and tho oxpcted subsidy
conected thcrewith, and bas ne hesitation
about contradictieg aud caoudmning the comx-
pariions whieh lavor the Ujnited States route.

WVith such a mail rou.e prop-orly isubsdized,
Vancouver wouid very likely hoe tho Canadian
port froin which tire Iýacific voyage wvould
begin. 0f course )vo caunot hlamro tho Board
for dier-laying an intercstccl patriotiam on dtIts
point.

In looking over tho work of the Vancouver
Board as mcagroly outlioed lir tho report, the
reador bocomes improsad with tho fact that
thoro has b.ten bene quite tac largo a propor-
tien of it expenrled upon matters looking aea-
ward, andI ton little attention paid to the viow
inluýid. That rugged baekbone of o'ir continent,
the Rocky Mountains, divides Britlsih Colu mbia
froux a vast prairie country, which once fairly
settled will caîl for Diore of the products of
British Columbia than, aIl the foroign expert
marketa that province ia over likely ta socuro a
footing in. Thon that samne prairie country
eau produce eheaply what British Columbia
wauts, and what it .can only produit under
difficulties, or not produce ct al]. We may boe
pardoned, thoreforo, for hinting that the Board
cau further the beat intorSs of Vancouver by
giving a littlo more attention in the fuature te
the urisng of this valuable ýiUterpiovincial
trado. __________

WAR ON CAIOUlIN RAJWÂY8S.
Duriug the pst wveek or tivo thora bas licou

considerable excitement lu railroad cirelea of
the United States over the noe, that Congresa
miglit do something ta liring a cassation of tîte
uneijual competition which United States trunk
roails are trying ta keep up with tho Canadien
Pacifie and Grand Trnink roada in Canada. The
report of tho U. S. Sonate Commnittce appointed
ta consider advisable steps, for zho protection
of National railway aud shipping luterests
againat Canadian competition has snggested,
that a discriminating tax bo made on Canadian
vesseIs uaing the Sault Ste Marie canal: that
Canadian vessels entering United States ports
lie subjected to the samne discriminating tax as
ks plaeed upon UJnited Statos vessols entering
Canadiat' ports; and that Cauadian railways
enteriug the United States ho snbjected ta a
special. license fea, that white hampering rana-
dian roada will not be injurions ta tbo general
trade of the United States. That somne sort of
logislation liaaed upon thms bnggestions may be
iutrodueed Ino Congresa ks not at ail unlikely
(aîthoughit la much leua Iikely ta become law),
sud aven its lieeoming lsw la net im-
possible. As matters now stand in tho
United States Congrea, thero, k no tefling
wbat miglit become law soon, if it la only lcg.
lalation calcnlated ta anney Cruadians.

The threatened legislation bas not eaused
any grea scare in Canada, but the report, that
thore ia bcbng formed. a combination of ail the
United States trunk lines ta fight the campe.
tition of the C. P. B. and Grand Trunk for
throu'gh business, bas csuscd quite a littIe a%.
citement among Canadian railway men, espe.
cislly when IL ks eonsidered what would bet tris
cifect cf sncb a combination at this time, wheu
in the United States tho administration in
power in evoir ready ta favor any mevement
that la anti-Canadian.

The rallroad men of the United States are
ccrtainly feeling very keen-I.Y tha corapetition
of Canadien linos atýpresent. A glance at the

rnap of North Amer ica shows hoiw tho C. P. R.
by its Satiît conmmotion furnishes n shorter sud
botter routo to the Atlantic frein tho great
whoat fields of ta northwestern states than la
furnishied hy sny other rond or roails lu the
Stites, white from Chicago oastward both the
Grand Trunk sud C. P>. R. have advantages lu
carrying throughi froiglit te tho Atlantic, suct
as ne United States roade pessese. Starting
wlth theso natursl dissdvantages, United States
rsilways worc in ne condition ta utidortako tire
burdens, aud auibiit te the hamporing condi-
tiens placed upon thorn liy that mebat clumsy sud
uuworkable of ail places of haysed legialation
the Interstato Commerce Act. Tho United
States la s great sud paworfaî nation, but it la
net powerfnl enugh ta enforco its blundering
legielation on a neighborlng commonwealth,
and ilins Canadian trunk linou possessing
natural advantagca lu route, sud imrmunity
frein this atnpid law, are lu sncb s position thât
thoir oppouants south canat successful'y coin-
petet with themn !or through trafic. The latter
have fouglit the battle liravely, sud now ha% o
ta own their inability, sud endeavor te scoe
such legisiation loaaid upon national prejudice
and cupidity, as will curli the present compet.
lng power of thoir Canadian rivals.

It would lie wise to wolgh carefuilly this cry
of the United States moade for liolstoring legis.
lation, boforo accepting it as a sincera ex.
pression of their desires. In making their
complaint tbey are caroful ta rake their cry
sgalnst the Inter8tate Comme-tce Act tond sud
bitter, sud it la more than likoly that saine
mitigation ef its provisions, se as te beava them
lu botter shape ta compote with their Canadien
rivaIs, would bo much more acceptable, thair
any rataliatery legisistion they are likely to
accure. Tho Grauger politielan ks tee power.
fl la the United States et present for the rail
road intereats te secure much blitering logis-
lation, sud if snob liolstering oroans any increae
in the coat cf carrying the farmer's produce te
au expert market, as it doulitless would, thea
the opposition cf the whole granger alement et
the west would be united sud deterrnined, snd
it wonld ho bazkcd liy the millers sud other
manufacturera of the Northwestern States. It
may thereforo e a'sauumed that if auy retaliatory
railway legialation ks passed by Cougreu,
which ks net at ahl unlikely, the railway men
might fiud, that white it might injure Cinadian
interestsalsightly, it would net benefit their
own. Rather than look for sucli legislation,
they wonld gladly acecpt a repeal of roua
clauses of the Interstato Commerce Act, %vhich
would take away at lcast the artificial barriers
lu the way of their cornpeting snccessfrally wlth
Canadien roads.

It may ber lu the United States, tîrat the
feeling taward railway interests therc la stili se
strong, ais te preeludo ail hope of their gettirig
justice la legislation, sud it dees aceiu as if
%bey bave lu mauy respecta beau made the ob.
jeet of persecutien liy this interatate Commerce
Act. That repressive legilation should be 30
munr desirod la their ca liy the general pulb.
lie, is ne douot duo lu a large neasure ta the
inanner ln whieh thoy, tIhe railways, abuda
tho power they possesaed before the passing e!
the Interatate Commerce Act. 1 ho public
wae no doulit lu a state of Irritation at tsl


