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of a judge, being both lucrative and honourable, aund attracting
men of distinction, those who held it were looked upon with the
respect w'hich its actuel statue demanded, an2d the prestige attacli-
ing te it f ron old association freely accorded. When the P.dvan-
toges of the position, either relative or positive, beeame less, and
no longer atiractcd the highest clase of those qu.alified to fill it,
then buth positively and relatively the Bench declined in publie
estimation,

Anothe" cause acting in the same direction is the general
falling off of litigation, aud especially in country districts. In
former days the assizes wert ainuiig the great events of the year
-the judges were met with a certain degree of state-the great
lawyers who came to take part in the trials were looked upon
with interest-the cases entered for trial wcre numierous and li-
portant-in some of themn the whole côuntry-side wotuld be con-
cerned and opposing factions arrayed to support the parties to
the suit. In the trials themselves the greatest interest would be
fet-the evidence, the deportmient of the witnesses-the argui-
ments eif cou-ndel keenly criticised-tbe faces cf the jury closely
watelied for tokens of synipathy with eue side or the other-the
judge 's charge listened ta with the respect due to thc words of
onc so highly exalted-and lastly the finding of the jury waited
foi' with anxiety. Ail this glory has now departed. In the
eauntry the spirit of litîgation is dend, or the occasions foi' it ne
longer arise. Tfhe sittings of the Courts pass iiniotietd-.udges
cornearid go mitlî no more liorp thkon vommeroial travoller4-law-
yers are few, there being no occasion for their services. 0f the
cases tried niany are withdrawn f rom, the jury, kand. therefore,
attract no attention. Thus everything conspires ta diminish in
public estimation the importance of the Court and iLs officers.
Its proceedings no longer excite intereat. The counsel at the
close of a long-contested case, in whiciî every emotion lias been
excited, every faeulty exerted, frm the passionate appeal te the
jury to the calm, dispassionate summing up of the judge, is no
longer the foremost figure in the sight of a woudering and ad-
miring multitude, and his faine, held in renown f rom eue Court
te another.
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