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exciode the assomption on the part of,
attorneys when a judge appears to dîffer
with them, either that lie is unfair towards
thetm or that lie is unwilling to be con-
vinced that hie is wrong.

It is true that we are apt when we have
studied a given proposition and convinced
ourselves that it is perfectly clear, to con-
clode that 12e who does not see it as we do
must lie wilfully blind, and are apt when
our feelings are deeply enlisted, to display
some heat; yet we can at ail events cul-
tivate a respect for the honesty and fair-
ness of intent of those who, by reason of
their very position, must nceds disappoint
one party or the other. I woùld further
exclode the assumrption by lawyers that
tlîey have no interest in maintaining the
dignity of. the court. They are a part of
it. It is there that they must fight their
batties and achieve their tritimplis or sof-
fer their defeats, Cati wve not learn that
it is better for us to strive in a courteous
and dignified manner than to wrangle in
sudh way as to crinvince others that we
are flot worthy of their respect, by show-
ing thenm that wve do not respect ourselvesP

It is, however, an indispotable fact that
the great burthen of responsibility for
maintaining the dignity of the court
rests primiarily opon the judge who pre-
sies. In the first place, by !lis method
of conductinet business lie can encourage
and promote proper conduct in those who
practise before him. No observant man
can fail to sec the vast influence for good
or ill which the bendli lias over the man-
tiers of the bar. No bar will perniit its
menmbers.to treat discourteously a cour-
teous ané fair judge. The influence
and authority of his position aid him
greatly. He certainly lias, too, great in-
docenients to treat courteously and hear
patiently those wiîo practise before him.
Under sucli circumstances a judge really
gets the benefit of thc lavyers' aid in
building up his own reputation. Not only
because lits reptation is necessarily a
part of that of t he court, b ut also because
under such circumstances lawyert will
wvork with a will to honestly give to a
jodge thc benefit of their beet labour in
collecting all the learning bearing upon a
particular point, and in aiding hîm to a
correct conclusion in ecdl partîcular case.

It seems to me that a judge must have

a littie tact if hie cannot, even if he is.
elevated to the bench without possessinig
much learning, with the aid of a' bar
properly managed and encouraged, suc-
ceed in admninisteririg the duties of his
high office in a learned and dignified
manner, and acquiring an enviable repu-
tation as a judge. Beyond this, the juidge
must so act as to secure the hearty and in.
dustrious co-operation of his bar, or. the
interesls of justice suifer. No one who is
fit to sit upon the bench wihl for a moment
pretend that lie knows so nîuch that it is
impossible for him to receive light froin
any lawyer who %vill study his case. It
is impossible for any judge to decide his
cases properly without tliý aid of the bar.
I have no confidence in cases of anly dif-
ficulty wvhatever, decided without full ar-
gument; nay, more, 1 have no confi dence
in cases decided without fulloral argument.
Those courts wvhich are bringing into
vogue the practice of dispensing with oral
argument are, in my opinion, doing it at
the expense of the destruction of a noble
profession, and the ultimnate irreinediable
injury of the science of the law. Thece is,
there can lie, no substitute for oral argu-
ment.

Says Tudge Dillon: "lAs a means of
enabling' the court to understand the
exact case brouglit thither for its judgment
-as a means of eliciting the very truth of
the matter, both of law and fact, there is
no substitute for oral argument. None 1
1 distrust the soundness of the decision of
any case, either novel or comnplex, which
lias been submitted wholly upon briefs.
Speaking, if I mnay be allowed, from my
own experience, I always feit a reasonable
assurance in niy ovwn judgment when I
had pîtiently heard all that opposing
counsel could say to aid me, and a very
diminished faith in anyjudgment given in
E. cause not orally argued, Mistakes,
errors, fallacies an d flaws elude us in spite
of ourselves uriless the case is pounded
and hamnmered at the bar. This mnischie.
vous substitute of printers' ink for face-
to-face argument impoverishes our case
1aw at its very source, since it tends to pre-
vent the growth of able lawyers, who are
developed oniy in the conflicte of the bar,
and of great judges who can become great
only by the aid of the bar that surrounds
them.'
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