
INDIANS AND INDMIAN AFFMIRS IN CANADA

of the world, and we comnfort our
e6n1SCienlee with the practical thloughrt
that w. have ocupied these,ý( wid1e
domnains for tlle i1linate good oif their
original inhabita lts.

Ag-ain everyv person boni in C'anada
is a Canadin citizen, and al subijeet of
the Crown. It is flot -onceoivable- as
practicable that theire ean lie e

qufalSOV!rigftyof peoles living
witb. uls andf a1o01.g uls anld nlot of uls,
It ia aeknowledged that there aire
certain mniciipal laws andreu-
tions whieh affect the liberty and in-
dependence of the Indians and which
must lie obeyed. Municipal law of
whatever nature deriv&-, its anithority
fromn the Crown through the Pro-
vineesq or in aniother wider sense fromn
the Crown of the Dominion. Any
riglits and iLages of the Indians that
they enjoy on their reservations iii
the. way of internal regulations are
ini their nature municipal aud not
sovereigm, and not included in the,
Iaw of nations, but opposed to it.
Therefore, we may diumiss the con-
tentions o! the Six Nations Indians
as untenable and tii, principle iu-
volved as unworhabl,, if for no other
reason. If the, Indiais were segregated
on an island wlielly by tiiemsélves and
were capable ef self government and
seIf-sustalinn i aIl respects as are
the people of the. IleI of Man, for
instance, their 0laims for a degre. of
local selfgovrnment enjoyed by the.
latter woiild be on a diffrent basin.
They would stili, hoever, be Can-

soverengnty. It waa claimed by cer-
tain persons *ho aperdbefor. the
Committee that they represented al
the, Indians o! Canada, and if certain
rights were not recegnized it would
have a bad effeet aud set a bad pi,.-
cedozit tiirougiiout Canada. To the,
boundary o! British Coluxmbia ail the.
Iùdiana have been settled by troeaty
and all suh issues as land titles and

sovreintyare as extinet as the. dodo.
Outside of the Six Nations the. tribes
are nCot intemeteid and are giving no

itoubile on thiat srore. Britishi Col-
umiibia PIdins are on a littie difforent
beasis stifd I proposeq to deval with thei
in a separate article.

'Thw repo)trt o! thec Comxrnitteet, whichi
is Iikely vo 1)eco1me 01ue o! thle stanlding
connu1iittees of the louise, lias in the
mnain supjportedi tlie Departienit of
Indian Affairs, in ils piolicy ii thle past
suid ]in Os aimis for the futurei-. It lias
vot reonzdthe claims o! the 'SIX

Nai nour lias it given eounteniance
to t1he derrunda; of those rpeeu.u
the Ind-lans of Britishi Columbia. IL
supports the position of the Depart-
mient in respect of provision for en-
franchisemnent, not ail at one, of
cýourse, but as speedily as la practie-
able, and also ini respect o! eomnpulsery
eduestion. Obviously, tiie sooner the
liffians cesse to lie wards o! tie. Na-
tion aud becomie full-fledged eitizenLs
of the. Dominion the botter. Msuny o!
tiion, possli*ly thi) grredt miajority,
niay object, because the respousibility
which go)es with it lias iLs, drawbacks
for peoiple uniised te exereise it. It
sthe. fear o! the novice inimmn

or atteuipting any new physical feat.
Edueation is the, training for the.
exercise of that responsulbuity. Volun-
tary education has net been a sucess
taking tii. Indian population as a
whole.

Cempulsory education with them,
it will have te b. eonceded at
the out-set, will. b. attended witii maiiy
diffiuties, espeeially' in the, West,
where the. reservations are wmially re-
moto frInm settlement, and will involve
largèly ineresed expenditure on the
part o! the Governuient. lu the West,
partieularly, misgions conducted. by
the. churehes-Roman Catiiolie, Eng-
lish (Ciureli, M1ethodist sud Presby-
terian-have iiad te do alinoat alto-
gether with the. education o! the In-
dian eiiildren, aud wiiile mach good
lias been don. as a restraining influ-
ence, it has not been wiiolly a scM
It lias been, for one thing, a source o!
mach trouble and vexation for tAie de-
partment, through the rivalry, per-


