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veying to his readers a moral lesson. He had the
keenest appreciation of the feelings of others and
understood the immense significance of the little
things of life—a fact evidenced by his vivid de-
scriptions of the beauties of Nature, which he first
appreciated and then, with his mastery of English,
so ably described. His own experience of poverty
and struggle after leaving the university opened to
him channels for his sympathetic portrayal of
humble life. Physically he was never a fighter or
an athlete; but he proved himself possessed of sin-
gular personal courage. He fought his best fights,
however, on fields to which gladiators have no entry
and in battles which, unlike our physical contests,
are not spasmodic, but increasing and eternal.
Norman Duncan’s love and affection for the people
whom we also found joy in serving naturally en-
deared him to us. He was ever a true knight,
entering the lists in behalf of those principles which
make up man’s real inner life; and we realize that
his love for men who embody characteristics de-
veloped by constant contact with the sea—fortitude,
simplicity, hardiness—died only with his own
passing. ;

The stories here brought together are woven out
of experiences gathered during his brief periods of
contact with our life. But how real are his char-
acters! Like other famous personalities in fiction
—Mr. Pickwick, Ebenezer Scrooge, Colonel New-
come, Tom Jones, and a thousand others—who




