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Assembly, affonl suffitiont cause lor imputin£i; oflkial miscoiuluct to me : if tliey dii). iliargos

aguiiist me, grouiuled on them, ought to luive been exiiibited : it' they did not, the-^e atutemeiits,

it appears to me, ouglit not to have been extracted from the Journals of the Assembly, to be

oubiiiittcd tu tlis Majesty's Government, or to be put into public circulation, to my injury.

At the same time that I have deemed it a duty, therefore, respectfully to solicit your

Lordship's attention to the manner in which the aninuulversions and misrepresentations, us to

my conduct, have been brought under pour LoriUhip's notice, I most readily and willingly

proceed to point out and refute them.—They are to be found in the Report of u Committee of

Grievances, on the Petition of Kdward Glackmeyer, in u lle))ort and Kesolntions of the same
Committee, on the Petition of William Lumpson, in which Itesolntions the Asscinbly has con-

curred, and in <letached statements of individuals, nnconnccted with any subject before the

Committee.—In this order, I shall beg leave to advert to them.

In the first of these Reports, my conduct is made the subject of aninuulversion in two parti-

culars ; 1st. In having received fees on new Commissions for attornies and notaries, on the occa-

sion of the demise of His late Majesty; >2d. In having introduced alterations in the Commissions

of Notaries, by which these Commissions arc assimilated, it is said, to the Commissions of Public

Officers, whose ap]>ointment depends on His Majesty.

That these animadversions of the Committee of Grievances may be duly appreciated, it is

necessary briefly to state what was done by the Government of Lower Canada, witli respect

to the issuing of new Commissiims, after the demise of His late Majesty, and what acts of

official duty were performed by me, in relation to this matter.—On the 7tli December, 18!30, a
circular letter * was addressed by Lieutenant Colonel Glegg, the Goverm)r's Secretary, to the

.Iiulges and Law Officers of the Crown, requiring them " to report, with all practicable des-
" patch, for his Lordship's informixtion, what effect (in their o])inion) the demise of iiis late

" Majesty George the Fourth would have on the Commissions of Public Officers in this

" Province, after the lapse of six months from that event, and whether a renewal of such Com-
" missions would be of iiulispensable necessity, before the expiration of the said period of six
•' months." Upon this reference, the Chief Justice of the Province, the Chief Justice for the

district of Montreal, and all the Judges, with the exception of two, and all the Law Officers

of the Crown, concnrre<l in opinions f separately given, that the Commissions of Public Officers

in the colony wouhl be determined at the exjiiration of six months from the demise of His late

Majesty, and that the renewal of them, before the expiration of that period, vould be indis-

pensably necessary.—In consequence of these opinions, the Governor of the Province, by an
Order in Council, directed the I'rovincial Secretary to publish, in the Newspapers, a notice J by
Avhicli persons holding Commissions, during pleasure, under His Majesty's Provincial Govern-
ment, which, at the time of the demise of His late Majesty, were in force, and would continue

to be so, by statute, till the 2()th December, might be notified, that their new Commissions, ren-

dered necessary thenceforward by His late Majesty's demise, would be delivered to them, on ap-

plication at his office. At the same time, an order of the Governor § was conveyed, in a letter

from his Secretary, to the Attorney General, directing him to give his assistance to the Secretary

of the Province, in the issuing of new Commissions, by preparing such drafts of them as

might be required. No authority whatever w.as exercised by the Colonial Government, as to

the issuing of new Commissions, except in the particulars now mentioned. In the course thus

taken by the Government, I became its humble instrument, in execution of its express orders,

by performing three acts of official duty ;— I gave an opinion, as required by the Governor's

or<ler of the 7th December, 1830, in which the Chief Justices and Judges of the land, and the

other Law Officers of the Crown, concurred ;—I prepared the draft of a notice, which was
approved by the Governor in Council, who ordered it to be published by the Secretary of the

Province ; and I pre))ared such drafts of Commissions, as were required at my hands, by that

Officer. It was not to have been imagined, that cause of com]>laint, either of the Colonial

Government, or myself, as one of its Officers, could have been fomid in these facts.—The
measure of issuing new Commissions was adopted on the highest authority within the Colony,

and was grounded on the best legal advice that could be obtained, that of the Judges and Law
Servants

* Vide Appendix, \o. I.

t Vide Append. No. .J.

+ Vide three of tliese opiuidis in Append. No-.

j Vide Append. No. i>.
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