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A TIirXnEU STORM. 21

nream, liowever, wo were fiiniishod l)y vrnorahlo danio Na-

ture with a tluiiidor-storm. It was ono that wc had noticed

niakiiiir a cfreat eominotioii in the valley helow. It had, pro-

hahlv, discovered two hipeds jroiiiir towards its home, the

sky, and seemed to have pursned us with a view of iViiiht-

eninix I's hack aijain. liut, " knowintjf that Nature nev(>r did

l)etrav the heart that loved her," we awaited tlu^ thunder-

storm's r(>plv to our ohstinate refusal to descfMid. The cloud

was yet helow us, hut its unseen herald, a stroni^ east wind,

told ns that the conflict had commenc(>d. Pres(>ntly, a peal

of thunder resounded throuiih the vast profound, whi(di caused

the mountain to tremhh^ to its deep foundation. And then

foUowed another, and another, as the storm increased ; and

the rain and hail poured down in floods. Thinkinir it more

safe to expose ourselves to the storm than remain under the

pine, we retreated without (hday, when we were suddenlv

enveloped in the heart of the cloud, oidy a i'cw rods distant.

Tiien a stroke of lijrhtnini!; hlinded us, and the towerinir fo-

rest monarch was smitten to tlu^ earth. \\v were in the

midst of an unwritten epic poem ahout that time, hut we

coidd not appreciate its heauties, for anotluu" j)eal of thunder,

and another stroke of lifrhtninir, attracted our whole attention.

8oon as these had passed, a terrilile irale followcnl in their

wake, tumhlinir down piles of loose ro(dvs, and hemlint; to the

dust, as thouiih in jiassion, th(> resist inn- forms of an army of

trees; and afterwards, a «,dorious rainhow spanned \hv. moun-

tain, appearinfr like; those distiiiiruishinir circles around the

temples of the Miirhty and Holy, as portrayed hy the painters

of old. The commotion lasted for an hour, when the rcLnon

of the liear Ha.nk h(>came as serene as the slumherof a hahc.

A spirit of silent prayer was hroodiiii'' upon the earth and in

the air, and with a shadow of thouuhtfulness at our hearts,

we resumed our upward march.

Our next halting place was upon a sort of peninsula called


