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Christmas ; and they've been dressin* the church

with ground pine and spruce boughs, and made

it just as beautiful as can be, and they're goin'

to have a great gold star over the chancel.

General Lewis sent clear to Boston to get the

things to make it of, and Miss Ida Lewis she

made it ; and to-night they're going to 'luminate.

They put a candle in every single pane of glass

in that air church, and it '11 be all just as light

as day. When they get 'em all lighted up you

can see that air church clear down to North

Poganuc."

Now this sentence was a perfect labyrinth of

mystery to Dolly; tor she did not know what

Christmas was, she did not know what the

chancel was, she never saw anything dressed

with pine, and she was wholly in the dark what

it was all about ; and yet her bosom heaved, her

breath grew short, her color came and went,

and she trembled with excitement. Something

bright, beautiful, glorious, must be coming into

her life, and oh, if she could only see it

!

" Oh, Nabby , are you going ?" she said, with

quivering eagerness.

** Yes, I'm gom' with Jim Sawin. I belong to

the singers, and I'm agoin' early to practice on

the anthem."

" Oh, Nabby, won't you take me ? Do, Nab-

by !" said Dolly, piteously.

1


