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Sir, Batten Kill, iithjuguj^, ^777-

1 HAD the honour of acquainting your Excellency, by a man lent yefterday

evening by Colonel S!:eene to head-quarters, of the leveral corps under my com-
mand being encamped at Saratoga, as well as of my intention to proceed the next

morning at five o'clock ; the corps moved at that time, and marched a mile, when
I leceived a letter from Brigadier General Frafer, fignifying your Excellency's

order to pud the corps advantageoufly on Batten Kill, till I fliould receive frefli

inftrudions from your Excellency ; the corps is now encamped at that place, and
wait your Excellency's orders. I will not trouble you. Sir, with the various re-

ports v/hich fpread, as they feem rather to be founded on the different interefts and
feelings of the people who occafion them.

I have the honour to be, moH ref^edfully,

Your Excellency's moft obedient and humble fervant,

¥. Baume.
The remforccment of fifty chafTeurs, which

your Excellency was pleafed to order,

joined me lafl: night at eleven o'clock.

Cenernl Burgoyne.

"I

Sir, Cmnhridge^ 13th Aiigujl, ^D'l-
IN confequence of your Excellency's orders I moved this mor-iing at four

o'tfock, with the corps under my command j and after a march of fixteen miles

arrivfd at Cambridge at four in the evening. On the road 1 received intelligence of
forty or fifty of the rebels being left to guard fome cattle. I immediately ordered

thirty of the provincials and fifty favages to quicken their march, in hopes to fur-

prize them. They took five prifoncrs in arms, who declared themfelves to be in

the fervice of the Congrefs ; yet the enemy received advice of our approach, and
abandoned the houfe they were polled in. The provuicials and favages continued
their march about a mile, when they fell in witli a party of fifteen men, who fired

upon our people, and immediately took to the woods with the greateil precipita-

tion. The fire was quick on our fide, but I cannot learn if the enemy fuftained

^ny lofs. A private of Captain Sherwood's company was t'e only one who was
nightly wounded in the thigh. From the many people who came from Benning-
ton they agree that the number of the enemy amounted to 1800. 1 will be particu-

Ju'Iy careful, on my approach at that place, to be fully informed of their llrcngth

and fituation, and take the precautions neceflary to fulfil both the orders and
inftruftions of your Excellency.

I cannot afcertain the number of cattle, carts, and waggons taken here, as they
have not been as yet colledled. A few horfes have been alfo brought in, but am
forry to acquaint your Excellency that the favages cither deftroy or drive away
what is not jtaid for with ready money. If your l£xcellency would allow me to

purchafe the horfes from the favages, ftipulating the price, I think they might be

procured cheap, otl.irwife they ruin all they meet with, their officers and interpre-

ters not having it in their power to controul them. Your Excellency may depend
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