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ever, an entliusiastic devotee, of mystical tendencies,

wlio whipped iiiiuself with a scourge of sinall chains

till his shouklers were one wound, wore a belt with

more tlian twelve hundred sliarp points, and invented

for liimself other torments, whieli lilk'd his confessor

with admiration.^ One day, while at his devotions,

he heard an inward voice connnandint^^ him to become

the founder of a new Order of hospital nuns; and

he was further ordered to establish, on the island

called iNIontreal, in Canada, a hospital, or Ilotel-

Dieu, to l)e conducted by these nuns. But ^Nlont-

real was a wilderness, and the hospital would

have no patients. Therefore, in order to supply

them, the island must first be colonized. Dau-

versiere was prroatly i)eri)lexed. On the one hand,

the voice of Heaven nmst be obeyed; on the other, he

had a wife, six children, and a very moderate fortune.

^

Again: there was at Paris a young priest, about

twenty-eight years of age, — Jean Jacques Olier,

afterwards widely known as founder of the Seminary

of St. Sulpice. Judged by his eiigravxMl portrait, his

countenance, though marked both with energy and

intellect, was anything but prepossessing. Every

lineament proclaims the priest. Yet the Al)bd Olier

has high titles to esteem. He signalized his piety,

it is true, by the most disgusting exploits of self-

mortification; but, at the same time, he Avas strenu-

1 r.ancamp in Faillon, Vie de J/"« Mmice, Intn>thictinn.

"^ Faillon, Vic de J/"*-' Mance Iiitrodnrtidn ; Dollier de Casson,

Jfist, de Mmitreal, MS.; Lcs VeritaUes Motifs dcs Mtssiturs tt Dames
de M(jHtrea!,'lo; JuclK-rcau, oo.


