
Men should Deserve rather than
Retain Public Confidence.

The following were Mr. BLAKE'S

concluding remarks in connection with

his Speech on the execution of Louis

Biel:

" I know the atmosphere of prejudice

and passion which surrounds this case
;

I know how difficult it will be for years

to come to penetrate that dense atmos-

phere ; I know how many people of my
own race and of my own creed entertain

sentiments and feelings hostile to the

conclubion to which I have been -driven
;

I know that many whom I esteem and
in whose judgment I have confidence,

after examination of this case, have been

unable to reach my own conclusion.

I blame no one. Tkch has the right and
duty to examine and judge for himself

But cries have been raLsed on both sides

which are potent, most potent in prevent-

ing the public from coming to a just con-

clusion ; yet we must not, by any such

cries, bo deterred from doing our duty.

I have been t^^hreatened more than once

by hon. gentlemen opposite during this de-

bate with political annihilation in conse-

quence of the attitude of the Liberal

party which they projected on this ques-

tion ; and I so far agree with them as to

admit that the vote I am about to give

is an inexpedient vote, and that, if poli-

tics wore a game, I should be making tt

false move. I should be glad to be able

to reach a conclusion diiierent from that

which is said by hon. gentlemen opposite

V) be likely to weaken my influence and
imperil my position. But it can be said

of none of us, least of all of the humble
individual who now addresses yon, that

his continued possession of a share of

public confidence, of the lead of a party,

or of a seat in Parliament, is essential or

even highly important to the public

interest ; while for all of us what is

needful is not that we should retain, but
that we should deserve the public con-

fidence ; not that we should keep, bat

that while we do keep we should honest

I7 use, our seats in Parliament. To act

otherwise would be to grasp at the

shadow and to lose the substance
; prop

ter vita/m vivendi perdere causae. We
may be wrong—we must l»e true—we
should be ready to close, but resolved

to keep unstained our public careers. I

am unable honestly to difier from the

view that it is deeply to be regretted

that this execution should have been
allowed to take place, and therefore in

favor of that view I must record my
vote "


