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Deakly Beloved :

We are Hearing the ( lose of a century which may
well be called an era of mechanical and material

progress. The grand principles of knowledge which
great minds in other ages of more profound research

discovered and taught for the development of man'',

intellectual faculties, have been adapted and applied

to minister to his material comforts. It is in this

deftness in the adaptation of knowledge, not in its

discovery, that our age is preeminent. Hence its

progress has been material, rather than intellectual.

Changes important in themselves, and far-reaching in

theii effects, have taken p'ace in the social and poli-

tic al orders during the present century. Uld-time
customs and methods have been discarded, and new
stnndiirds of action have been introduced, new axioms
in l)usiness and in government are heard in busy
marts, and in ]e«jislative halls. The recognition of

an overruling providence in human affiiirs, when not

openly sneered at, is politely discouragec^ The
w<'ids of the I'salmist :

" In the beginning, J Lord,

tliou fouiidest the earth; and the heavens are the

woik of thy hands," (Psl. ci-26) are taken as a poetic

tigu e of speech, not as thn enunciati(»n of a fact de-

mon.stiable by reason. With all our advantages it is


