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Railway from those which are expressed ini
tbe speech from tbe Throne. Let me remind
hion, gentlemen of the utterauces of tbis
expert, their chief railway coiinmiissioîîer,
%ývbonîi they appointed silice the last session
oi parlianient after lie had placed hirnself
on record in the matter as follows :

You have a total of $139,000.000 representing
the direct and indirect liabilities which the
government assumed In connection . with this
enterprise. You could have taken a portion
of thai money to the harbours of Halifax and
St. John and could have equipped thýise
harbours so that they could have handled the
traffic corning there for c.cean shipment.
You wvc.uld have done soine goal wità the
mor.ey in that way. You wiul do ino good
wlth it naw, except the temporary good that
may he done while the money is in the course
of expenditure.«**

Put this question howv you wviil, tura it aver,
turn it back, examine it right and le! t, inside
and outside. it fails to present a single re-
deeming feature in any phase of it fromn
begininng to, end.

The action of the goverimnient with regard
to the Hon. Mr. Blair 1 thinl, calls for some
serious explanation. Tbey hiave regarded
Mr. Blair's opinion as a railway expert as
of somne value or they wonld not have ap-
pointed hlmi as commiissioner. Wlîat be-
conles then of bis opinion of tbis great
railwvay enterprise 0f theirs ? If they did
'lot so resp)ect bis Opinion as a railvay
man why did they appoint him as a corn-
iatissioiier ? Let tbemi answer that ques-
tion ! I should be glad ta have th:ît mnat-
ter~ explained to the House. If the govern-
nient did not coule round to Mr. Blair's
opinion, hie did not come round to their
Op)inji], at ail events bis opinion remains
not retracted in any respect. It is before
the country witli regard to that railway
enterprise and stili the goverument appoint
hlmi at a very bigb Salary as the chief
railwny exp)ert, siowving, at least, to the
eouîîtry tliat tlbey bave the most profound
respect for luis opinion on railway matters.
1 have given von the opinions of Mr. Blair,
and we have tlîe opinion of the government
ils given in tue speech. A very strong
comllaint was made during the last session
of parlaînent on beliaîf of the people of this
counîtry that such a sweeping measure as
tîtat, wlicb wvas umot discussed nt the elec-
tiomîs. wvli was not in any xvay put be-
fore te electors before the hast session of

parinliienit, was put through without ob-
taining the opinion o! the people at the
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polis upon it. No sucb opinion was ob.
taîined. The opposition continually point-
cd out to the goverumnent that it wvas a
pro.ject of sncb magnitude that it should
ilot be proceeded wvitb wvithout a mandate
fî'om the peop)le xvitb regard to it. '1'lît
mandate was not obtained by the gov-
einnment an appeail to the people was miot

made, but since the last meeting of p)ar-
liamiemt Sonle appeals haive been ma~de t0
thé. people of Canada and tîmis question bias
corne tmp î)rimiarily as the principal omie for
disceussion. On the 1C6th of last mnonth
there w~ere eigbit by-elections, and as I knov
in one of them, where I took some small
part, titis question of the Transcontinental
Ela il wiîa m ade thte principa I topî of (i s-
cussion. I hope the bon. gentleman bas
taken a note of tbe elections and of the pop-
ular vrote recorded.

Hon. '.%r. SCOTI-Hear, blear.

IHon. )Ir. FEIIGUSON-I arn glad the
Lion, gentleman bas doue so. But should
mvy lion. friend not bave looked at these
returns as closely as they deserve to be
looked at, let mie just present to hlmn a few
of tbe figures wbichi are revealed by the
returns of tbiese eigbit by-electious. They
were bield iii coustituencies iii whicli the
governiment candidates polled in 1900 at tbe
gemueral election, 22.097 against 17,000 by
the opposition, showiug a majority of 5,097
votes in favour of the governmeut candi-

dates. The other day in by-electlons
%vlmere tlue fate of the goverient m-as tiot
at stake at all, where the local gov-
eraments were In sympatby with the
goveriiînueut at Ottawaà, wvitl the gov-ern-
ment firmly entrenched lu power, we find
titat a rnajority o! 5.097 was cut dowvm to
a mnajority of 848, a differeuce of 4,243
v otes in the l)opfllar resulî la tbese eiglul
constituencies. Tf miy bion. friend wvbd gives
me ta understand that bie bas looked at the
resulî of these elections cannot find in these
figures a great chiange of opinion on tbc part
of the people w-ibb regard to the goveriurnt
and their Transcontinental Railway propos-
itioa, I c-annol see how lie can arrive at any
other conclusion.

lion. MNr. DANDVRAND-Docs the hon.
gentleman counit the votes of those can-
didates returned by acclamation '!Does


