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eacb Indian government. It bas been incorporated into the
proposed Act and will detail the provisions for accountability
of band governments to their membersbips.

Finally, the proposed legislation anticipated the recommen-
dation to reject the Indian Act rnembership criteria as a basis
for establisbing political participation in Indian goverfiment
and relies instead upon a mernbership provision proposed by
the Cree and Naskapi under the comprehensive Agreements.
In its final report relcased on November 3, 1983, the special
cornmittee on Indian self-government specifically supported
the initiative of the Cree-Naskapi Act in that it is intended to
address the needs of these bands. 1 wish, Mr. Speaker, ta
tbank sincerely ail of the members of that comrnittee and Mr.
Penner, its Chairman, for its support.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, the hopes and aspirations of the
Cree and Naskapi and the results of months and years of
discussion and negotiations are before us in this Bill. I caîl on
my fellow parliamentarians to follow tbrough as quickly as
possible on our obligation arising out of the James Bay and
Nortbern Qucbec Agreement.

[Translation]
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Herbert): Order. It being one

o'clock, 1 do now leave tbe chair until two o'clock tbis
afternoon.

At 1 p.m. tbe House took recess.

AFTER RECESS

The House rcsumed at 2 p.m.

[English]

Mr. John McDermid (Bramipton-Georgetown): Mr. Speak-
er, I risc tbis afternoon to participate in the debate on the
Crce-Naskapi Act, known as Bill C-46. Tbis particular Act
has been long awaited. It bas been under negotiation for
approxirnately eight years now. There have been extensive
consultations between the Cree, the Naskapi and the Govern-
ment. Thanks to the leadership and driving force of Grand
Chief Billy Diamond of the Cree, the chief of the Naskapi,
their very efficient staff, along with tbe negotiators and staff
of the federal Governrnent within the Ministry of Indian
Affairs and Northern Developrnent, these consultations have
corne to fruition. 1 want personally to extend rny congratula-
tions and tbanks to thern.

1 would also like to thank the Minister for the very kind
remarks whicb he made this morning publicly as well as
privately. I appreciate that. 1 congratulate the Minister for
bonouring his commitment to bave tbis legislation tablcd in
the House before tbe end of the session. 1 congratulate him
because it is the only commitmnent he bas been able to keep 50,

far, and this just made it under tbe wire at that. One of the
candidates running for the leadership of tbe Liberal Party said
that you sbould not go to tbe locker room before the game is
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over. 1 can assure you tbat the Minister bas not gone to tbe
locker roorn, be was in the House tbis rnorning and presented
the Bill. I do flot think he bas gone to tbe locker roorn,
altbough hie may have this afternoon because be is not bere, as
yet.

We had a rnisunderstanding over tbe hast couple of days
regarding this Bihl. Lt was decided that it would receive first
and second reading, go to tbe Standing Cornrittee on Indian
Affairs and Northern Devehoprnent, and then return to the
House for third reading. This was agreed upon by ahI Parties
and tbe standing cornrittee. The chairman of tbat cornmittee
insisted tbat this sbould bappen to this Bill. Neitber the
chairman nor the vice-cbairrnan was avaihable tbis week. 1 arn
sorry that they were not available so that this Bill couhd be
exarnined in cornmittee after that agreement was made. Tbis is
a fairly extensive Bihh. I feel badly tbat the negotiations whicb
were agreed to were, by necessity, cbanged ratber quickhy. 1
hope that in the future when we are dealing witb hegisiation
such as this, when agreemnents are made they wilh be adhered
to.

This Bill is a very significant Bill. Lt is composed of sorne
120 pages and sorne 200 clauses. Lt deals witb a significant
portion of the unfinished business sternring frorn tbe James
Bay and Northern Quebcc Agreement. Lt institutes Section 9
of that Agreernent. Lt enables the Cree and Naskapi to become
the local governrnent authority on Category IA and Category
TA-N land. This encompasses an area of approximatehy 1,300
square miles in the Province of Quebec.

9 (1410)

Tbis bistoric Act, which T believe it is, wilh apply to eigbt
Cree communities in Quebec and tbe Naskapi of Quebec.
Because 1 believe this is a bistoric tirne for the Cree and the
Naskapi, permit me to read into the record the bands and the
naines of the present Chiefs of those bands: the Great Wbale
River Band, Cbief Robbie Dick; tbe Chisasibi under the
headership of Chief James Bobbish; the Wemindji under tbe
headership of Wahter Hughboy; the Eastmain Band, Chief Ted
Moses; Rupert House, Cbief Bihl Namagoose; tbe Nemaska
Band under the headership of Cbief Lawrence Jimekin; tbe
Waswanipi under the direction of Chief Abel Kitchen; and
Chief Mathew Coon-Corne of the Mistassini Band. 0f course,
there is the Naskapi of Scheffervilhe and their Chief, Joe
Guanish.

There are two other people wbo sbould be mentioned. They
bave been very much involved in the negotiations and in
encouraging the devehoprnent of tbis Bihl. Tbey are Philip
Awashish, who is the Executive Cbief and one of those who
was involved in tbe original negotiations on the James Bay
Agreement, as was Chief Ted Muses. Another individual who
shouhd bc rnentioned is Johnny Jolhy, who has been the main
Cree co-ordinator over the hast eight years and bas donc a
marvellous job as welh. I felt it fitting that their naines sbould
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