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tion in the form. of a programme organized
throughout the whole of Canada for school
lunches.

Some bon. rnemibers rnay feel that that is
rather small potatoes, and that it is bcneath
the dignity of members of parliament to
discuas. But, as I said before, I cannot think
of anything whicb would give greater resuits
for the money expended, or wbich would bring
in better returns by way of health and strength
for a growing generation, than by bringing
into the schools of the nation the practical
food requirernents which will ensure healthy
bodies for our eildren.

There are various ways of estimating the
cost of such a scheme. I arn in a position
to know that already within the Department
of Pensions and National Health there are
officiais who would do everything within
their power, if they were only free to be able
to start such a plan, and organize on a wide
basis throughout the country. It could be
done very amicably, I believe, with the pro-
vincial officiais also. There need be no fric-
tion over it. If the federal government had
a department which could organize on a wide
scale, it would give impetus to the provincial
governments which have already, I knowv,
started programmes so far as they have been
able to do so. The wholc -plan could be
issued as information; it could encourage not
rnerely bot lunches where they are feasible
but even in some places could do what we
are doing for some of the Indian children,
issuing a special candy with a vitamin con-
tent. That is being given to Indian children
in some areas, and I can think of many white
children, particularly in rny part of nortbern
Saskatchewan, to whom it would be well to
issue such candy. I sce no reason why Indisai
chiidren should not have it; I arn not against
that at ail. I arn saying what a pity it is
that aur own children cannot have it in areas
where it is badly needed also.

There are no figures to prove ta hon. mcm-
bers Uiat malnutrition exists among the
children. I have not been able to find any
figures; yet tbat it does exiat I arn certain,
Poverty bas been one of thc main causes
but not the wbole cause. I 'will admit quite
freely that ignorance on the part of young
mothers and in sarne degree a slight indiffer-
ence to these things has also been responsible.
I believe th-at in a school lunch programme
you could make the focal point the teaching
of good eating habits not only to Uic children
but through thern to the parents. In that way
the scbeme would be of vcry great imnportance.

I was thinking only thc other day of thc
marveilous work donc by women's groups ail
over Canada in support of the war effort.
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We have Canadian clubs, the I.O.D.E., the
Red Cross, church groups, the Y.W.C.A.,
littie tiny clubs 6f womcn everywhere wha
bave becen giving of their tirne and energy to
provide comforts for aur soldiers, sailors and
airmen. I bave aften tbought ta myscîf, what
is going ta bappen ta the enýergies of ail these
wamen whcn the war is over. Why cannot we,
with the setting up of this departrnent, enlist
ah Uice energy and ability and willingness of
these groups ta work on behaîf of the children
in this country who are in need of be]p and
care so badly? I believe tliat many of these
women's groups would welkomc thc idea if
the department started ta organize these many
things which are needed on behaîf of mothers
and ch.ildren in Canada. Sa far as the work
which is being donc for thc soldiers, sailors
and airmen is concerned, the women do flot
care what rank a man bas sa long as he is in
uniform. Then camfarts and aIl kinds af
things are pravided for bim. So it is with
children; there is no difference bet-ween t.hem.
Wbetber they corne frorn the homes of the
poor or from middle-class homes, there are
many thiogs wbich need ta be donc for tbem,
and I believe that this department whicb is
being set up could help ta give the wamen
of this country sornething ta go on fighting
for and. working for after the war is over
rather than letting ail their effort and cncrgy
and initiative lapse for want of stimulation,
coordination and arganization frorn a gavera-
ment department. I believe that nothing
should be donc in týhis regard in a dictatorial
way. It should be rather a rnatter of sugges-
tion in thc beginning. In -many local cammu-
nities yau could get action committees set up,
arganizing programmes ta suit Uic needs af
the localities. There need be notbing ste-
reotyped about it, but a wide range should be
open for the exercise af the abilities of the
women wha would take up this work on behalf
of the children. It wauld be a challenge ta
aur women ta win the peace whîch is ta carne
after the war.

I would ýask the Prime Minister, who has
introduced this bill, if before it passes be
would not cansider setting up under section 5,
among the functions of the minister-I shahl
flot atternpt ta woýrd the clause-Uic sctting up
of a certain group af officiaIs in bis department
whose special functian it should be to care for
the welf are and basic needs of the children of
Canada.

Mr. JEAN FRANÇOIS POULIOT (T4mis-
couata): Mr. Speaker, I arn fortunate indeed
in addressing the house after the two hon.
members who have juat spoken. One of them,
the hon. member for Renfrew South (Mr.
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