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ernmeot officiaIs, and upon the acquiescence
of this bouse in the budget requirements of
the railway depends the willingness of the
house ta enact the legislation contemplated
by this resolution,. Theref ore it is not essential
that the resolution or the bill founded upon it
sbould be beo re the commîttee while they
are studying the details of the budget re-
quirements of the railway, because the bill is
to give effeet to the conclusions of the com-
mittee as ta the amount of money that ust
be provided by this country to enable the
railýway company ta meet its requiromerits. 1
think the minister will realize that the budget
requirements of the railway are considered in
dotail by the eommittee, and when that bas
been done the bill founded upon it will bo the
logical sequence of such action on tho part of
the standing cammittee When its report bas
in turn been conisidered by the house. Let us
aesume the committee recommends that a
capital expenditure of ten million dollars
shiould be redueed to seven millions, or that
somne special expenditure which the budget
contomplates shouid not be provided for titis
present year; in that event the budget require-
ments and the measure ta ho founded upon
thema would be correspondingly modified. That
in my judgment is the sequence of event sa8
far as we are ooncerned.

It does become important that tihe policy
of the government should becomne known
before this final action is taken, and I cannot
soe that the ministry would in any sense be
prejudiced by this resolution standing until
such time as the special oommitteo bas had the
opportunity to consider the budget require-
monts of the railway as prepared and sub-
mitted te the government by the railway offi-
cials. I think the hion. gentleman's dosire ta
expedýite bhis measure will nat in any senso ho
interfered with if hie delays it until such time
as the special committee bas eonsidered and
reparted upon the budget requiremients of the
railway.

Mr. DUNNING: Mr. Chairman, I thouglit
as a former member of the standing cosnmittee
that I was f ollowing the procodure wbich bas
usually beýen adopted, that At was customnary
f or the budget of the railway ta be considered
by the cammittee concurrently with the legis-
lation necessary ta give effeet ta it. How-
ever, I do net desire ta take up the timne of the
bouse ta press the point. No interest will
suifer in the immecliate future by delaying the
introduction of the bill founded on this reo-
lution, and rathor than have a long discussion
about it I think 1 had -botter move that the
committee rise, report progressa, and ask
leave.ta sit again.

Mr. STEVENS: Before the motion is put
will the minister permit me ta ask one ques-
tion? It may be a reflection on myseif but
I do flot quite recall the exact procedure
in the past. My impressiun is that in the
past we have deait only with deficits in the
year following the year in which the deficit
was incurred. But it, would appear by this
resolution that this year the ministry is
anticipating a deficit for 1936 and proposes
now ta make provision for it. Am 1 correct
in that?

Mr. DUTNNING: The hon, gentleman is
correct. H1e will remember as a former mem-
ber of the standing committee that the
budget of the railwqys as presented ta that
committee always contained provision for
an estimated deficit. That defloit was deait
with by the bouse flot in the current session
but in the succeeding session when the actual
deficit became known. Inasmuch as a deficit
will actually arise during the current calendar
year the government deems it dýesirable ta
make provision for it now in the estimates,
and ta establish the practice of dealing with
the estimated provision for it in advance.
Then next year what cornes before tbe house
with respect ta the calendar year 1936 will
have ta do with the extent ta which the
officers of the railways werr in error in pre-
senting their estimatefi defleit figure for this
year. My awn recollection of the procedure
in the past is that the Canadlian National
Railway budget carne beo re the bouse in
rather a peculiar manner. The provision
made in the estimateb waz for the deficit
of a previaus year, whereas the budget under
consideration by the committee on railways
and shipping was the estimnted deficit of the
current year plus provision for capital require-
ments and refunding scch as is contemplated.
in the measure now under disnussion. I
really thought I wae providing for the com-
mittee having before it the comjplete Cana-
dian National budg-3t when, un the une hand,
we had yesterday provision in the suppie-
mentary estimates for the estimated deficit
and to-day we are introducing a measure
providing for the balance of the Canadian
National Railway budget, being the amount
required on capital account for new con-
struction and other works and for refunding.
To my mmid the complete budget of the
Canadian National Railways is not offlcially
before the cammittee on railways and ship-
ping until this measure, plus the provision
in the estirates for the deficit, is before it.


