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men opposite take when they had charge
of the interesits of tihe Indiens, and, as
mny hon. friend from Edmonton said to-day,
were charged with the duty of looking alter
the very last cent of the very last Indian
in order that justice ehould be -done to
them? I womuld like to ask my hon. friends
what interest they appeared to take in the
matter when this sa.me question was being
dealt with in the eity of Victoria? It
wea probably by réason of the arrangement
then made with hion. gentfIemen opposite
that 'the Attorney Greneral of British Col-
umibia has presumed to deal with the mat-
ter as hie has without its being taken up
by an officiai of the Deparbrment of Indian
Affairýs. Let me read to ,the House a tele-

-graan 'dated GOtober 26, 1910, and addressed
to the Rigbit Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
Prime Minisiter, Otftawa.

Have sent foliowi-ng 'telegram to I-nterior:
Have m.ade agreement with eliief and repre.

sentatives of Songhee Indians by which
Indiens agree to remove fromn reserve on
following terme: Province to psy $lC,O0 -toeach hea~i of family, forty-three in ail.Province to suppiy new reserve Ebnd to psy
ail exipenses of tnoving tribal effecte and
deed ta new reserve. New reserve to be
seiected by myself and five members of the
tx*îEe. This arrangement, ig made subjeot ta
coi firmation of t'le Dominion Goverument.
I would re>qoectfully urge that Dominion
Governoient give its con6ent to such qettle-
t ent of t'nis question. I trust thau thiqi
request may receive favourabie consideration
by your Governinent.

(Sg-d.> Richard McBridte.
To which, Sir Richard MoBride received

the following 'lply:
lion. Richard Mcflride, Pî-E3mier, Victoria.

Otitawa, October'28, leu1.Have consuklid with Minister of interior
and a-ny arrangement satisfactory to Indians
"'l ibe quite acceptalrie ta iis. Would only
rugge9t th it as we are the guarilians of,
Indians it would be advisable that depart-
ment be party ta arrangement and that
saine blie under Indisu Act. We intend
introducini, legiýsIation this session in con-
îîection witlî si-i la-r questions.

(Sgd.) Wilfrid Laurier.
I have no complainte against the hion.

gentlemen in connection with their dealings
in this matter at that particular time. They
evid*ently had confidence in Sir Richard
McBride's Government, that they would
flot undertake ta do an injustice ta the
Indians in the Songhees reserve or any
other part of British Columbia. They gave
evidence of that confidence by the answer
sent by my right hon. friend at that time.
Let me say that we too have confidence ln
Six Richard MoBride and in his Govern-
ment, that they will deal fairly 'with the
Indians in the matter now before this
flouse. At the saine time the Department
of the Interior have not given this pro-
posed surrender any consideration afficially

and, as I stated ln my opening remarks,
according ta the judgment of Mr. ý Newý
combe, this is a matter that will eome be-
fore the commission which we have ap-.
pointed. It will be for them to decids.
upon it and iA wili be oui y when they have
decided upon it as I underatand the case,
that the Department of Indian Aff airs wili
take iA up, and give it consideration.

Mr. HUGH GUTHRIE (South Wellingý
tan): 1 think the object cf-the hion. mem-
ber for Edmonton (Mr. Oliver) in hringing
this matter ta theê attention cf the House
to-day was a most laudable one. If I under.

stan the matter aright his objeot was to,
bring most distinctly sud most positively
and directly to the attention of the Gov-
erriment notice of negatiations which are.
now pending or proceedings which are now
being taken between the Goverument of
British Columbia and the Indianis of that
province who are the wards of the
Government o! t.he Dominion o! Canada&
for the surrender cf certain very valuable.
property righte held by the Dominion
of Canada for the benefit -of the
Indians o! British Columbia. An agreement
has been closed between the prbvince ot
British Columbia and the Indians but 1
assume that there wouid be nothing final
in that agreement untii the consent cf this.
Government or the proper officers cf this
Goverument shall have been obtained.
That consent, I understand fromn the Prime.
Minister, has flot yet been given and the
matter has net yet been deait with by the
Gavernment cf Canada, notwithstanding.
what may have transpired between the
province of British Columbia and the In-
dians cf that province. The -bon. member
for Edmonton is actuated by a desire to,
give the Government positive notice of
what is going on and I think hie is acting
wisely in the course hie has taken. Sa
much has been done by the present Admin-
istration, so much. has came ta light dur,
ing the present session cf a questionabie
character, aud s0 much has been excuse&
by the ministers opposite upon the sole
ground that they did flot know and hadt
no notice, that I think it high time that-
sameone in the House should give posi-.
tive, actual notice cf transactions cf this-
kind when taking place in any part o!-
Canada. It is anly within the past few-
days that we had an excuse !rom the Min-
ister of Marine and Fisheries that hie Sp.
pointed ta office a man who turued out tu.
be a criminai, because lie did flot know
the facts. I think the day aîterwards the-
Minister cf Finance, who last summner
acted as Minister cf Justice, excused the
release front the penitentiary cf'the sama
man, Landry, upon the ground that he did-
nat know, hie had no notice.. Within aweek or ten days the Minister cf Pubic.'
Works attempted ta justify or ta excuse.


