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power it will know what to do, and in order
that the country, as well as the Conservative
party, which is always attempting t¢ make
it believe that we bhave no platform, may
well know that we have one, and as a pun-
ishment for the persistency with which our
friends opposite deny its eXxistence, 1 am
woing to inflict its readng on them. OQOur
platferin is formal and positive. The Libex:al
party intends te do the contrary of the Min-
isterial policy. The platform of the Liberal
party, as adopted at the convention held
here in 1893, reads as follows :—

We, the Liberal party of Canada, in Convention
assembled, declared :—

That the customs tariff of the Dominion should
be based, not as it is npow, upon the protective
prineiple, but upon the requirements of the pub-
lic service ; '

That the existing tariff, founded upon an un-
sound principle. and used, as it has been by the
Government, as a corrupting agency wherewith
to keep themselves in office, has developed
monopolies, trusts and combinations ;

It has decreased the value of farm and oiher
landed property ; )

It has oppressed the masses to the enrichment
of a few ;

It bkas checked immigration ;

It has caused great loss of population ;

It bas impeded commerce ;

It has discriminated against Great Britain ;

In these and many other ways it has occasioned
great public and private injury, all of which evils
must continue to grow in intensity as long as the
present tariff system remains in force ;

That the highest interests of Canada demand
a removal of this obstacle to our courtry’s pro-
gress, by the adoption of a sound fiscal poliey,
which, while not doing injustice to any class,
will promote domestic and foreign trade, and
basten the return of prosperity te our people ;

That to that end the tariff should be reducad
to the needs of an honest, economical and effi-
cient government.

That it should be so adjusted as to make free,
or to bear as lightly as possible upon, the neces-
saries of life, and should be so arranged as to
promote freer trade with the whole world, more
particularly with Great Britain ard the United
States.

We believe that the resuits of the protective
system have grievously disappointed thousands of
persons who honestly supported it, and thai the
country, in the light of experience, is now pre-
pared te declare for a sound fiscal policy.

The issue between the two political parties on
this question is now clearly defined.

The Government themselves admit the failure
of their fizcal policy, and now profess their will-
ingnesg to make some changes ; but they say
that such changes must be based only on the
principie of protection.

That having regard tc the prosperity of Can-
ada and the United States as adjoining countries,
with many mutual interests, it is desirable that
there should be the most friendly relations and
broad and liberal trade intercourse between
them ;

That the interests ailke of the Dominion and
of the Empire would be materially advanced by
the establishing of such relations ;

That the period of the old reciprocity treaty
was one of marked prosperity to the British
North American colonies ;
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That the pretext under which the Government
appealed to the country in 1$91 respecting nego-
tiations for a treaty with the United States was
misleading and dishonest, and intended to de-
ceive the electorate ; '

That no sincere effort has been made by them
te obtain a treaty, but that. on the contrary, it
is maifest that the present Government, con-
troiled as they are by monopolies and combines,
2re not desirous of securing such a treaty ;

That the first step towards obtaining the end in
view is to place a party in power who are sin-
cerely desirous of promoting a treaty on terms
honourable to both countries :

That a fair and liboral reciprocity treaty would
develop the great natural resources of Canada
would enormously increase the trade and com-
merce between the two countries, would tend
to encourage friendly relations between the two
people, would remove many causes which have
in the past provoked irritation and trouble to the
governments of both countries. and would pro-
mote those kindly relations between the Empire
and the Republic which afford the best guarantee
for peace and prosperity

That the Liberal party is prepared to enter into
negotiations with a view to obtaining such a
treaty, including a well-considered list of manu-
factured articles, and we are satisfied that any
treaty so arranged will receive the assent of Her
Mzajesty’s Government, without whose approval
no treaty can be made.

That the Convention deplores the £T0SS corrup-
tion in the management and expenditure of pub-
lic moneys which for vears Past has existed under
the rule of the Conservative party, and the reve-
lations of which by the different parliamentary
committees of inquiry have brought disgrace
upon the fair name of Canadsa.

The Government, which profited politically by
these expenditures of public moneys, of whick
the people have been defrauded, and which,.
nevertheless, have never punished the guilty
parties, must be hel@ responsible for the wrong-
doing. We arraign the Government for retain-
ing in office a Minister of the Crown proved to
have accepted very large contributions of mon-
ey for election purposes from the Zunds of a rail-
way company, which., while paying the political
contributions to which, a member of the Govern-
ment, with one hand. was receiving Government
subsidies with the other.

The conduct of the minister and the approval
of his colleagues after the preof became known
to them are calculated to degrade Canada in the
estimation of the weorld, and deserve the severs
condemnation of the people.

We cannot but view with alarm the large in-
crease of the public debt and of the controliable
annual expenditure of the Dominion, and the con-
sequent. undue taxation of the people under tha
Government that have been continuously in
power since 1875, and we demand the strictest
economy in the administration of the government
of the country.

That the Convention regrets that by the actinn
of ministers and their supporters in Parliament,
in one case of which sericus charges were made
against a Minsister of the Crown, investigation
was altogether refused, while in another case the
charges preferred were altered &nd then referred
to a commigsion appointed upon the advice of the
Ministry contrary to the well-settled practice of
Parliament ; and this the Convention affirms :

That it is the ancient and undoubted right of
the House of Commons to inquire into al] mat-
ters of public expenditure, and into all charges of
misconduct in office against Ministers of the



