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betwveeni 2,500 and 3,000, on the voters' list upon
which the pollinîg took place there w-ere Il19 namînes
of persons whi had been absent from the country-
somne of themu absent for four or five years. Eighty
of these men lad sold their properties and severed
their coniection with the county altogether, forty-
six of theui had for years been living in the United
States, seveniteei of them were dead, and in
additin o all this, over tifty good substan-
tial voters w.ere omitted from the list. Ii the
towi of Clinton, having a population of 2,500 or
3,( i, withi the dead Imen and the absentees on the
list and with the good votes not on the list, the
voters' list in that town alone wvas w-rong by over

l votes. 'lie riding of West Huron contains
seven municipalities,of which Clinton is thesmallest,
and assuming tlhat the same imiistakes arose ii every
ot lier miiunicipality, then the voters' list in the w%%-est
i idinig of Huroi iwas wvrong by 7(N) votes. Had it
inot lbeen for ths I vould have had a mîajority of
I,00 iistead of 379 votes. Now, Mr. Speaker, we
have about 210 con.t stituencies in the Dominion Of
CaIada, aid if the voters' lists ii the west riding
of Huromn were w roig by 7(M votes, as I ami satis-
tied they wer- wrong, thien if you multiply 700) by
210 yoi will finithat the voters' lists of the
loiiiiion of Canada at the last general electionî
were wrong by at least 150,(HX) votes-: and this is
t he list that ivas to Le perfect inîder tie Alministra-
tion of hon. gent.lemen opposite. I suppose I m n
bound to assume that tiese mistakes crept in thiere
uniinteitionally, but it is a marvellous circumîîstanîce
tlhat they crept ii just. upon the occasion of a
general election, and that the most of the mîîistakes
vere ii favour of lion. gentlemen opposite. It is
marvellous, I say, thiat the mistakes should have
crept in just then, anîd under these peculiar cir-
cumnstances. 1hat could iot have happened under
a goodi law, it could ot have hiappened uider the
old Franchise Law, but it did happen uînder tis
law-, which I b>elieve to be the very worst Franchise
Law we ever hîad in the Domninion of Canada or in
any of its Provimes. Thele principle of the Bill is
bad, the details are vicious in the extreme, the
working of the Act is complicated, difficult and
expensive, and altogether I am sure that there is
lot a mai upon the other side of the House who
will venture to declare on the floor of Parliament
that this Bill has proved iii every respect thoroughîly
satisfactory. But that is niot all. Sir. There are
othier and perhaps stroiger ai more powerful
arguments in favour of the repeal of this Bill. I
recolleet well, others with myself pointing ont to
the First Miiister and to the First Minister's
colleagues: you force this Bill throughi Parliament,
aMd whîat will be the result ? The result will be
ditticulties in (etting the namnes upon the voters'
lists. ditIiculties in getting names that ougit not
to Le on the voters' list taken off the voters' lists,
and, above all, it will entail upon the tax-payers an
enormous animal public burdenî. And that is not
all : it will entail upon the candidates and on both
political parties an additioiaCl enormous expense at
every revision. We .were told that it would not
be so: we were told that it would be a cheap fran-
chise anîd one easily operated ; our fears were be-
littled, and hon. gentlemen would not take a word
of advice or warning. WVho proved to be righît
and who proved to be wrong ? According to the
Auditor General's Reports-I do not know whether
they are correct or not, but they are issued under
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the authority of the Government-I find that dur-
ing the year ending on the 31st of June, 1888,
S409,317 vas expended under this Dominion Fran-
chise Aet by the Governiment alone ; ii a
quent year S69,97() was expended, in 1889 SI7.237,
and in the last year S233,078 : makingan aggregate
of 8729,70) of expenditure by the G(overnmîent as
the direct resuilt of this Act, which hasgiven satis-
faction to noody, and lias worried and harassed
everybody who lias Iad anything to do witlh it. I
notice that the hon. ecretary of State says that the
expenditure does nîot amount to so miuch ;eliepmts
it at S676,000. Well, let us take the Iower figure
is not that an enorimous sum to pay in such a w-ay ?
And recolleet, we have iad only two revisions in
six years. The Act is so vicious in priniciple
and so bad in detail that the supp oters of the
Govermniiient persisted in suspending its opera-
tion for every year of the six except tvo
years. The restilt of the suspension vas thlat
in the last election the votes in all the constituenî-
cies were recorded on ancient voters' lists two vears
old, the etiet of whiclh was to disqualify mîenwh
ought to have beeni enfranchisei, and to leave eii-
franchised men who were not. entitled to vote. But
you must recolleet that the sumîî which the (ov-
ernment pays is nîot the wiole of the burden im-
posed on the people of this country by the Frani-
chise Act. As examples, take my own ridinîg aindl
soie others iii the samlle nleig'lbour . I knw as
a imatter of fact that there was spenît in cash in
revising the voters' lists iii West Huron :750I bv
the Liberal party alone, andm I know that that sîîum
was inadequate for a thiorouglh aid effective re-
vision. I know constituencies in whicli double
that suim, and othiers in which three timnes that sumi
was expended. Ohur Conservative friends in my
riding declared that they .spent a suM eq ual to
wlat we did. Thiat inakes S1,50) wîhicl was ex-
pended in that (ne riding, over and aiove the
expenditure wh jeuthe Government charged against
the tax-payers for the revision of the lists. Al
that is not all. The total cost of this Act is not,
the bare expenditure by the Dominion (o;Ovt.ruiieiit
out of the tax-payers' moniey, not the bare expendi-
ture by the parties in the counties out of
their own pockets. For a week or two scores
of men in each riding have to devote their
attention to gathering information as to who
should and who should not be on the iist, and they
have to incur expenditure in attending court,
looking after preliminary and final revisions, and
s0 on, whiclh muîîst cone to a very large sum. But
I am content to pufthe expenditure at S750 on
ea-h side, mnaking S1,500 for eaci coustituency.
There are about 210 constituencies in the Domin-
ion ; ani if you mnultiply .1.500 by 210 you will
have a very nice sum of noney, very nearly equal
to what the Governient pay for revising ottieers,
printing, &c., out of the taxes of the people. Tie
two revisions which have taken place cannot have
cost the people of this country less thani a million
and a quarter of dollars and I venture to say
that if anyone took the trouble to ascertain the
real facts of the case lie would find ny estiniate
to be below rather than above the mark. That is
not all. Ve ran the last election on obsolete
voters' lists two years old. We were handicapped
in the race ; we have often been handicapped ; it
Lias often been " tails I win, Iheads you lose : " the
coutest has generally been with loaded dice, the
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