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who were~instruoted to examine as te the condition of the them. Xy attention.hae beïm oall.d te thesame subet by
building. The recommendation of my officers was to put another hon. member, and Icalled the attention ofthe Chief
on the roof as it had been built; and if it bas contributed te Architet espeeially te it, in erder that le miglt redue as
the burning down of the building, I am very sorry, but it isrnch as possible the expense without impairing the appear-
net the only building with such a roof in thriving Char- ance of the building or destroying its usefuinesa. The
lottetown. The building will have to come down, and there hon, gentleman may re8t aured, therefore, that the
will no doubt be an item in the Estimates to re-erect a build- matter has not escaped my attention. The hon. member
ing there. The hon. member for North Grey (Mr. Allen) for Simcoe (Mr. Cook) has spoken in a very amu8ing way
has called attention to the claims of Owen Sound. That is about wheel-barrows, carta, &o. These thin may be
a familiar name to the Government.¯ I think we bave done know-n to him but they are not known to my
a great deal for that place by way of harbour improvements, We had a site secured for the erection of the building, we
and no doubt the hon. gentleman willisee that we cannot do gave the contract after calling for tenders, and the con-
everything at every place; we must do something at tracter is goiug ou with the work. I amn lformed by my
one place and after wards do something at another officers that the work is being proceeded with with ail due
place. Therefore, I think the erection of a public diligence, and that the building, when eorpleted, will b.
building may remain in abeyance until we see what a substantial building, eue which would b. a eredit te tth.
the improvements in the harbour bring forth. As to place and te the Department. Now that I have answerodNapanee, i a a ita ofr am concerned as fully as I can the remarks made by the different hon.Naane all I can say is, that so far as Ia ocre
this is the firet time I have heard ot a publie building beinggentlemen on both aides of the louse, let me gay te the
-specially required there. The ex-Finance Minister has hon. mover of tus motion, that although twe members for
called the attention of the louse to that place, which is a the ceunty of Essex have spoken te me more than once
very important town no doubt, and it will be placed on the with regard te this matter, of a post office at Learington,
list of names of those places where public buildings are asked. thore is ne correspondance cf any kind, and 1 would suggest
I cannot say more than that. As to Guysboro', this is the that under these circurntances he should withdraw the
first time that my attention has.been called to it. My hon.motion.
friond from Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) has called Mr. PATERSON (Brant). The hon. gentleman forgot
attention to the delay in the erection ot the public buildings te say what estimate ho would put in for Paris.
at Sherbrooke. Ie is perfectly right in saying that the
delay is very great. The reason for that delay is the fact
that according to law if we call for tenderswe have to accept and would require such a nice building, that I arnnt in a
the lowest who complies with the conditions and specifica- position te answer the bon, gentleman just now. He will
t'ons of the Department. That systeni is one which has have te wait for the Supplemontary Estimates, and if ho
b3en followed for many years, though it bas boon iound boUs anytbing ticho sill b. rejoiced, and if net I will be
faulty by the several Ministers who have occupied the
position- that I occupy to-day. But it is provided for by an Mr. MACKENZIE. Dees the hon. gentleman say that
Act of Parliament, and Isuppose each Minister has hesitated he remembers nothing cf any reprosentations te hum about
in asking for more powers than the Act gives. There Napanee?
would b. less delay if we could follow the rmle which pre-
vails in some other countries, where the Chief Engineer, M BLAKE. We ail know what an active memory the
or other officer, makes calculations and estimates o
the work to be done-makes the specifications. Then hon.-gentleman has; w. know how much he le mAter of
they ea11 in some contractor who is known to bc a the affairs cf us fepartment, and I arncouvi -ed, Sir, tb.at
good contractor, who has donc work for the Goverr.mentbis mcmery on this occasion played hiin falso. The hon.
and who bas fulfilled his contrac.ts well. He is asked if hoIgentleman laauaccesibIo man>hleeurteous, hodoee net
will execute the work at the price mentioned by the en- frown down those who approach hlm on public questions,
gineer. The contract is made with such a contractor asnd I am sure the first Minîer was net afraid, he wae
that, and the Government is sure that they have a good noV nndor any app-ehension whioh would prevent hum
contractor, and that the price is sufficient to complete theapproaching the Miuister cf Public Worke and a8king hlm
building and leave a profit to the contractor, Under thete mako good those promises, which, if net made hy hlm
law we are obliged to accept the lowest tender, and the re- were mad ln us name, te the electors cf Lennox, lu con-
sult is sometimes as we find it in this case, that the contrac- nection with a post office in Napanee. Therefore, Iarn
tor breaks down after a cortain time, and we have to take convincod that the iret Minister must have represented te
the work offhis hands. This necessitates the making of theMinister cf Public Works meeatedly, muet have teld
new estimates and specifications for the remainder of; hlm time and again, and yet the inister remombers noth-
tho work. My hon. friend may rest assured, how- ig about 1V.
ever, that my Department is pushing and will push Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon, gentleman is
that work to completion in as short a time as possible. The convinced that representations muet have been made te my
hon. member for Brant (Mr. Paterson) has spoken on thebon. friend, and that h.ehas forgotten ther-that hie usual
subject in a kind way, I must say, for he did not oast any accuracy cf rerory la faild hum. Tii.lhon, gentleman
reproach on the Department, but ho thought that perhaps enys ho is cenvinced tus le the cae, which only shows that
some of the buildings erected from time to time, not in the he may be convinced, or profeas te be convinced, and ai

rge town, might be pôrhaps a .little costly. Tbe hon. the, me b. lu errer. The truth cf the matter ie, that 1
entleman must remember, however, that when yen have hoard very little, if anything about a post office or Custom

at put a post office, a Custom house, an Inland Revenue house dnring ry eleotion campaign. On the contrary, w.
flie, aWeights and Measures Office, and sometimes an heardthatw. shouldhave our ublic buildingsoceupied

xamining warehouse under the same roof, you must have a by way of rental-that they ehouldhb rentod etili, becane
large building; you want to make it a substantial building, the.person who rented the building was either a widow or

.ned, therefore, it will cost more money than you sometimes daughter cf the former proprieter, and her only meansof
might desire. At the same time, Ido not think there has been subsistance was the rent of the building. SeInoverpresed
.My extravageuce in those places. The buildings are about] that matter on ry hon. friand. I muet eay that tbê Gev-

as when they were erected under the prenus e enoin acndition Aboui
.n dd under the Government which receoddhere le no ple 4M hn.gimm. Ia ppblio

the. y atetin hs ee cale t th smesubec b


