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VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN POLAN D

An Address by the Honourable Mark MacGuigan, Secretary of State for External
Affairs, at the Fifth Session of the Madrid Follow-up Meeting of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), Madrid, Spain, February 9, 1982

I last spoke before this meeting at its opening session on November 12, 1980. At that
time I indicated that the world was a better place for the conclusion of the Helsinki
Final Act in 1975. Among other achievements it has resulted, as I said then, in a
"recognition that, with all due respect for national sovereignty, no state is an island
unto itself, able to conduct its affairs, either internal or external in complete disregard
of its neighbours" . When our heads of state and government signed the Final Act,
we took upon ourselves certain commitments of the highest political and moral order
with respect to principles which should guide relations between states . These are con-
tractual obligations which we made with one another . When these obligations are not
observed, it is the right, and indeed the duty, of participating states to draw attention
to the violations. In so doing, the question of intervention in internal affairs of other
participating states simply does not arise .

Afghanistan It was our unhappy duty during the review of implementation to draw attention to
the Soviet Union's intervention in Afghanistan, which directly challenged the prin-
ciples of sovereign equality, of refraining from the threat or use of force, of the
inviolability of frontiers (to which the Soviet Union claims to be much attached), of
the territorial integrity of states, of non-intervention in internal affairs and of equal
rights and self-determination of peoples, and also challenged the injunction to
conduct our relations with all other states in the spirit of the principles contained in
the Final Act. The principles are still being called seriously into question by the
continuing Soviet armed presence in Afghanistan . This must inevitably have a pro-
foundly negative effect on détente and harm the prospects for a meaningful dialogue
between East and West on those issues which divide us .

In reviewing our respective implementation of the provisions of the Final Act, it was
also my unhappy duty, and that of my delegation, to draw attention to the manifold
violations of human rights which have taken place in the Soviet Union and in ce rtain
other part icipating states. In particular, my country is distressed by the continuing
suppression of members of the Helsinki monitoring groups, by state-supported anti-
Semitism, by the denial in some participating states of the fundamental human right
to leave one's country and harassment for a ttempting to do so, and by the persistent
denial of fundamental religious freedoms .

Review of implementation is an integral part of our CSCE process . It is not only
required by the obligations our countries freely undertook on an August day in
Finland in 1975. It is indeed the very foundation for the validity of the CSCE
process. What is the sense of drawing up new agreements when old ones are not kept?
It is to build on shifting sands .


