
Article 21.6: Establishment of a Panel

1. Unless the Parties agree otherwise, if a matter referred to Article 21.2 is not resolved by 
recourse to consultations referred to Article 21.4 within:

(a) 35 days of the date of the receipt of the request for consultations; or

(b) 10 days of the date of the receipt of the request for consultations in cases of 
urgency, as referred to in Article 21.4.5;

the complaining Party may, through written notification to the Party complained against, refer the 
matter to a dispute settlement panel. The panel is established upon receipt by the Party complained 
against of the written notification of the complaining Party.

2. In its written notification of panel establishment, the complaining Party shall identify the 
specific measures or other matter at issue and provide a brief summary of the legal basis of the 
complaint sufficient to present the problem clearly.

Article 21.7: Panel Composition

1. In this Section, the “Receipt Date” means the date on which the written notification by 
one Party for the establishment of a panel referred to in Article 21.6.1 is received by the other 
Party.

2. The panel shall be composed of three members.

3. Within 30 days after the Receipt Date or 10 days in cases of motor vehicles, each Party 
shall appoint a panellist and propose up to four candidates, who are neither nationals of either 
Party nor have their usual place of residence in the territory of either Party, to serve as the chair of 
the panel (hereinafter referred to as “the chair”).

4. Each Party shall notify the other Party in writing of its panel member appointment and its 
proposed candidates to serve as the chair. If a Party fails to appoint a panellist in accordance with 
this Article, the panellist shall be selected by lot from the candidates proposed by each Party to 
serve as the chair in accordance with paragraph 3.

5. Within 60 days after the Receipt Date or 15 days in cases of motor vehicles, the Parties 
shall endeavour to agree on and appoint the chair from among the candidates proposed. If the 
Parties are unable to agree on the chair within this time period, within an additional period of 
seven days, or within an additional period of four days in cases of motor vehicles, the chair shall 
be selected by lot from the candidates proposed by each Party in accordance with paragraph 3.
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