
auspices of Canada's Auditor General' 6 Built on'thé international UNCED consensus the
office of Commissioner reflects Canada's comiient to sustainable development as a
guiding principle for public policy. The Canadian govemmient also affwrzed sustainable
development a.s a key building block of international human or comprehensive security in
its foreign policy. Human security, as Foreigni Affairs Minister Llyod Axworthy
acknowledged, includes support for human rights and fundamental freedoms, the mile of
Iaw, good governance, sustainable development and social equity. 17

Notwithstanding advances in rhetoric inarked by such declarations neither
sustainable development or foreign policy have been major domestic and foreign policy
emphases ini budgetaiy terms or ini public outreach for the Liberals since taking power i
1993. The Liberas have systematicafly recluced their envioinital priorities and.
international development spending from the commitments made in their flrst "<Red Book"
election platform and weakened the bureaucratic and policy mechanisms for implementing
sustainable development at home and abroad.1' Some of Canada's most problematic
interpretation and implementation of sustainable development i foreign policy bas been i
APEC countries suçh as China where it sees huge market potential for Canadian «Tports
and job creation. Another problem is, policy coherence between and amoniz différent


